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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor . 

John Major will blocjtauy right-wing 
attempt to force a Conservative lead- 
ership challenge this summer even if 
he loses an early election. 

A senior party source said last night 
that Mr Major would do his utmost 
to thwart a right-wing take-over of the 
party and would resist plans to whip 
up a stampede in favour of challengers 
such as John Redwood or Michael 
Portillo. 

Speculation that the Prime Minis- 
ter was preparing for a snap poll in 
March or early April was rife as the 
Commons returned from its pro- 
longed Christmas break yesterday. 

A Conservative “pre-election ral- 
ly'’ is planned for Saturday to cele- 
brate the fiftieth anniversary of 
independence for India and Pak- 
istan - seven months before the 
actual birthday on 15 August- 
Arid with the Tory election jug- 
gernaut trundling along at an accel- 
erating pace, the party yesterday 
advanced its Wbkh conference by four 
months from the scheduled date of 
13 June to 14 February, St Mdentrae's decides on a March general election. 
Day. In the view ofMr Major’s friends, that 

Mr Major, who returns from a ivis-v . would give the party enough time to 
it to the Indian sub-continent today, thwart right-wing ambitions to take 
is expected to address both confer- 
ences as part of the election build-up. 

One argument that has been used 
against an early poll is that it would 


effective veto over any right-wing at- 
tempt to stampede the party into a 
rush decision on his replacement in 
the event of an election defeat. 

Under the rules, a leadership elec- 
tion can only be forced if 10 per cent 
of the party's MPs call for a ballot 
within three to six months of the gen- 
eral election.The rules state that if 10 
per cent of the new Parliament ’s MPs 
demand a ballot it must be held “not 
earlier than three months and not lat- 
er than six months from the date of 
assembly of that Parliament”. 

Some right-wingers believed that 
meant there could be a leadership 
challenge to Mr Major in July if a gen- 
eral election was held in March or ear- 
ly April 

But the rules then add that the 
chairman of the backbench 1922 
Committee, who is responsible for the 
conduct of all ballots, shall tell the 
leader an election is required, “and 
together they shall determine the 
actual date”. 

This critical escape clause provides 
Mr Major with the essential delaying 
power to stall a leadership ballot un- 
til the following October, even if be 
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open the Way for an early leadership 
challenge by supporters of Mr Red- 
wood and other Tory right-wingers. 

But the senior source told The In- 
dependent last night that the leader 
smp election rules gave Mr Major an 


over the party. Senior Conservatives 
believe Mr Major has no intention of 
resigning the leadership, immediate- 
ly in the event of an election defeat, 
as the former Labour leader, Nefl Kin- 
nock, did in 1992. 

Mr Kinnock announced his resig- 
nation as Labour leader on the Mon- 
day after polling day, unlike Michael 
Foot, who had held on until the 


autumn party conference following his 
general election defeat in 1983. The 
Foot precedent is favoured bv the 
Major camp. 

Yesterday. Michael Heseliine, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, and Brian 
Mawhinney, the party chairman, 
maintained the election momentum 
at a press conference. 

They said a threatened legal chal- 
lenge to Labour's proposed “windfall 
tax” on the privatised public utilities 
left a £l.Sbn “black bole " in Labour's 
spending plans. Mr Heseltine said 
Labour could only have received le- 
gal advice that it could go ahead with 
the tax on the basis of firm factual 
definitions about the companies that 
would be targeted and the “excess 
profits” that would be subjected to the 
tax. He said if Labour had the answers 
to those questions, it should publish 
them. A party strategist said last 
night that the Tories would continue 
to pDe pressure on the windfall tax, 
which Mr Major yesterday described 
as “a pig’s breakfast**. 

Speculation about the election 
timetable date was rife at Westmin- 
ster yesterday, with 20 March and 10 
April remaining the favoured alter- 
natives to 1 May. 

Mr Major would need to call a 20 
March election by 24 February and 
12 March would be the last day for 
the announcement of a 10 April poll, 
after which 1 May would be the only 
possible alternative. 

A Labour source said last night they 
were sceptical about Mr Mawtunney’s 
promise that the Wirral South by-elec- 
tion would be called by 3 February, 
within three months of the death of 
the Conservative MR Barry Porter. 


Anything for a vote: The Prime Minister wearing a tribal turban presented to him by the Afridi tribesmen of Pakistan's north-west 
region of Landi Kota! yesterday. Mr Mqjor returns from his official visit to the Indian sub-continent today Photograph: AP 
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Kilroy guests square up to Max factor 


Jo jo Moyes 





It was the kind of story that Max 
Clifford would have loved to 
sell. A televirion brawl between 
a controversial publicist and a 
. Conservative MP, making vic- 
tims of the daughter of the 
^ ' Deputy Prime Minister, a 
-Labour MP and a right-wing po- 
. lineal columnist, and halted by, 
I - of all people, Derek Hatton, far- 
; t. iner deputy leader of Liverpool 
fCity Council. 

: A - -Yet this one involved Mr 
} fOifford himself, when yestcr- 
: tday’s Kilroy debate on BBC1 
on the allegations surrounding 
' the’Tory MP Jerry Hayes be- 
' came a little more heated than 
expected. 

' According to a spokesman 
for Kilroy Television, Mr Clif- 
ford, who publicised the alle- 
■gations about a relationship 
, /between Mr Hayes and a young 
finale researcher, and the Con- 
™ ^servative MP Roger Gale began 



Derek Hatton restrains Max Clifford after the confront a tion that left Annabel Heseltine and Roger Gale (right) shaken 




“staring each other out" before 
the programme began. 

“Ail of a sudden Max lunged 
forward from his seat and sat 
right in front of Roger. They 
were nose to nose snarling at 
each other. We tried to inter- 
vene and then Derek Hatton 
said to Max, Tf you want a scrap. 


scrap me'.” he said. “When 
Derek jumped in be accidentally 
nudged Boris Johnson of the 
Doily Telegraph and some water 
went over Margaret Hodge. 
There was a melee. Max threw 
his arms out and accidentally 
caught Annabel [Heseltine] on 
the arm. This was happening 


minutes before we went on air. 
Everybody thought it was going 
to be cancelled.” 

The programme, described as 
“somewhat heated", went 
ahead, with a BBC spokesman 
commenting. “It always gets 
quite frisky". 

Last night Mr Clifford, who 


recently announced a personal 
vendetta against the Govern- 
ment. and Mr Gale were still at 
' loggerheads, over who started 
the altercation. 

“1 am told that he said that 
if I was in the same studio he 
would hit me" Mr Gale said. “I 
was astonished bv his behaviour. 


which appeared to be to try to 
physically intimidate me. 

“But I am not the easiest per- 
son in the world to be intimi- 
dated I have been critical of him 
in the past and shall continue 
to be in the future. He has cer- 
tainly got an attitude problem 
and he does not like Tory MPS.” 
Mr Clifford denied trying to 
punch anyone. He said he 
crossed the studio to confront 
Mr Gale when he spotted the 
MP mouthing words at him. 
“He was either blowing me 
kisses or saying something,” 
he said. “I don't think he was 
blowing me kisses. I've told 
him before I think he’s utterly 
repulsive. There's no love lost 
between us.” 

Mr Hatton, not generally 
known for his mediation skills, 
said of his role: “1 always step 
in to make sure peace ana 
tranquillity' are around. I just 
wanted to make sure everything 
was friendly.” 


QUICKLY 


US link to bombs 

Letter bombs found in the UN 
in New York were linked with 
one sent to a newspaper office 
in London. Page 2 


Stalemate broken 

A compromise is likely be- 
tween Israel and the PLO for 
total military withdrawal from 
the West Bank. Page 8 
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‘Redneck’ 
rockets to 

the top prize 

^starred last night, I shone: 

‘tires footwork and firework in one, 

r . 

± : a ticket that wriggled up and shot 
r' darkness with a parasol, of brilliants 
: r'antf a peewee descant on a hung bit; 
liwas busters of glitter-bombs expanding 
to mantle and aurora from a crown, 

.,/ wa s fouetlte. falls of blazing paint; • 

- ' para-flares spot-welding cloudy heaven, 
- loose gold off fierce toeholds of white, 
a finale red-tongued as a haka leap.- 
.and too was a butt of all right/ 

As h usual after any triumph, I was 
Of course inconsolable ; 

This poem, called "Performance”, is 
• from £es Murray’s collection i Subhuman 
Redneck Poems which yesterday won the 
£5,000 TS Eliot Prize for poetry. 

full report and .appreciation oz 

■ ■ Murray's work, page 5 


Millennium Exhibition 
could be scrapped 


Christian Woimar 

Westminster Correspondent 


Plans for the Millennium Exhibition have 
been drastically reined back by £120m 
amid growing concerns on the Tory 
backbenchers over whether it should go 
ahead at all. 

Even as the new budget of£580m, in- 
cluding a £200m grant from lottew 
funds, was being presented to the Mil- 
lennium Commission for approval yes- 
terday, several backbenchers expressed 
doubts. Tim Devlin, Tory MP for Stock- 
ton South said: “Why not instead 
promise every town above a certain size 
a swimming pool, or a small concert hall 
ensuring that the money is spread 

around?" f 

David Wifchire, Tory MP for 
Spelibome, agreed. “I feel a sense of un- 
ease over so much money going to one 
project in London, which gets so much 
afreadv," he said. “A lot of people are 


concerned about these grandiose 
projects, particularly when business has 
not come forward to support them. You 
could spend £lm on 200 different 
schemes which would make a real dif- 
ference to lots of communities. I’d be 
staggered if somebody didn’t raise this 
point when the issue comes to the 
House.” 

The revised budget will be present- 
ed to ministers and to Jack Cunningham, 
the Labour Party’s National Heritage 
spokesman by Jenny Page, who is now 
the chief executive of the Millennium 
Commission but will take over the run- 
ning of the exhibition if it goes ahead. 

In the new budget, building costs of 
£90m for a pier, covered walkways and 
extra pavilions have been cut. In addi- 
tion £40m has been taken out of the 
estimates for operating costs, partly 
because the project will, new be run di- 
rectly by the Government rather than as 
a private commercial Outfit. 




The projected number of visitors to 
the dome at Greenwich has been re- 
duced from 13 million to 10 million, re- 
ducing the estimated income from 
£300m to £1 70m. The earlier budget sug- 
gested that there could be losses of up 
to £4O0m if there was bad weather or 
building cost overruns. This has been 
reduced to a maximum of £200m. 

A spokesman for the Millennium Cen- 
tral, which is to run the Exhibition, said: 
“We expect maximum losses of £60m, 
and If the viator numbers are higher than 
expected, there could be a tidy profit." 

However, the private sector has so far 
promised less than‘£50m of the £150m 
it was expected to contribute and Mil- 
lennium Centra] sources admit funding 
will be much more difficult owing to the 
uncertainty of the past months. 

Ms Page is meeting Mr Cunningham 
tomorrow. His agreement is vital for the 
future of the Exhibition as without it, pri- 
vate sponsors wfli not put money in. 
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Living museum that passes for Parliament 



"Gnrr!" I said u» the man next 
to mu in the Press uallery, as he, 
cordially wished me a Happy 
New Year. Happy New Year in- 
deed! Welcome back to the 
Gothic fairy land of Lady Olga 
Maitland, environment" ques- 
tions with Frank Dobson versus 
John Gummer. and adjoum- 
meni debates on Angjo-Mahese 
relationships. 

Listen for the millionth time 
as Ribbie rcni-a-quale. Nigel 
Evans, invokes the satanic 
Labour trio of the social chap- 
ter. the minimum wage and 
Hecate. Eel-Goddess of the 
Lower Depths. 

Watch as a uniformly short- 
bearded New Labourite ingra- 
tiates himself with his whips by 
slating that litis, that, or the oth- 
er is u “disgrace" or “'obsceni- 
ty'’. without once feeling any 
obligation to suggest a remedy. 



The House is 
unrelentingly 
'male - in the first 
hour, three dozen 
men spoke, but 
only two women 


Fortunately, the years busi- 
ness kicked off with transport 
questions, which tends to attract 
a slightly better class of ques- 
tion-and-answer than other 
question-times. Die ministers 
are decent, if dull, and the MPs 
inclined to raise local concerns 
about which they actually know 
something: their new by-pass, 
their airport extension, their 
railway’s rolling-stock. And, of 
course, bicycles - which exert a 
particular fascination for New 
Labour backbenchers. 

Clive Soley (Hammersmith) 
revealed that be took his life in 
his hands every time he rode 
from home to House. “I feel like 
a by-election waiting to happen," 
he told alarmed colleagues. You 
could see Opposition members 
(who are desperate for an elec- 
tion) planning invitations to 
Conservative MPs to join diem 


on exciting two-wheel tours of 
Hyde Park Comer and the 
North Circular Read. 

But even this sounds safer 
than travelling by London Un- 
derground, given who might be 
driving the trains. In die course 
of one of his obsequious com- 
pliments to ministers (this time 
on levels of investment in the 
tube), John Marshall-fHendon 
South) lojd the House that he 
spoke “as t one who has actual- • 
jy been at the controls of one of 
the new trams”. 

Mr Marshall in sotecharge of 
a mouth is bad enough, but im- 
agine boarding a Northern line 
train at Hendon and discover- 
ing - after travelling, at break- 
neck speed for several miles 
through a dark and smelly tun- 
nel - that you are five miles up 
the back passage of the Chief 
Whip. You'd want a refund. 


But what really strikes me 
every time I return to the House 
after a recess, is the unrelent- 
ing maleoess of the place. In the 
first hour of parliamentary time 
in 1997, three dozen men spoke 
- bat only two women: Glenda 
Jackson and Speaker Betty. 

Dns thought struck me hard- 
est when I was scanning the 
three grey-dad ministers on 
the government front-bench. 
To the left andfrigbt were the 
rounded, cnmipled figures of 
John Watts and John Bowis. 
And between these twin 
rotundities flopped the long, 
and slightly limp form of Sec- 
retary of State for Transport, 
Sir George Young. The whole 
living sculpture was like a . 
stone-age depiction of a failing 
fertility god. 

Can anything be done? Yes, 
apparently. The subject was 


raised later on of the lack of 
catering and other facilities 
available to those visiting the 
House - schoolchildren from 
the West country' couldn’t get 
orangeade after a long journey. 
But Peter Viggers (Conserva- 
tive, Gtospon)?had the answer. 

“Other countries with lesser 
parliamentary traditions than, 
ours," he began - with effort- 
less pomposity - “have muse- 
ums associated yrith their 
parliaments.” 

Museums where guests and 
the public and other such boi- 
pofloi could gp, rather than dog 
up the zeal thing. Perhaps it was 
time that Britain too, had both 
a Parliament and a parliamen- 
tary museum? 

Goddammit, I thought, old 
Viggers is right! We’ve got the 
znusem - now let’s build the 
Parliament! 


Open verdict Mother’s plea 
on death of for return of 



Bomb latest in terror campaign 


Jason Bennetto and 
David Garfinkel 


A letter bomb that exploded at 
the London offices of an Arab 


newspaper yesterday is believed 
to be part of a world wide ter- 
ror campaign, possibly by 
Islamic extremists. 

In New York yesterday, two 
floors of the United nations 
building were evacuated when 
two more letter bombs ad- 
dressed to .M-Htryat. the news- 
paper targeted in the London 
attack, were discovered. 

Two security guards were 
hurt by the London postal boo- 
by trap. Three other devices be- 


lieved to contain Semtex which 
were also sent to AJ-Hayat. 
were destroyed in controlled 
explosions by anti-terrorist 
officers. At the beginning of the 
year, five letter bombs, dis- 
guised as Christmas cards, were 
sent to AI-Hcnat's Washington 
office in the United States, al- 
though none exploded. 

The US booby traps, which 
are being investigated by the 
FBI, were sent from Alexandria 
in Egypt. Staff aiAl-Haynt, a re- 
spected publication, said that 
the letters sent to the London 
offices also came from Alexan- 
dria. There is concern that 
there may be further terrorist 


devices still in the post. 

During yesterday morning’s 
explosion. Barry Roach. 46, 
from west London, suffered 
serious facial and abdominal in- 
juries. and Andy McKenzie, 
35, from south-west London, 
suffered from shock and burst 
ear drums, but was later re- 
leased from hospital. The letter 
exploded in the basement post- 
room in the six-storey office 
block in Hammersmith. 

Jihad Khazen. editor of AI 
Hayal said the attack had come 
without warning. He said secu- 
rity had been stepped up in the 
wake of the attacks in the US. 
“Since (hat here we have in- 


stalled a scanning machine,” he 
said. He added that the letter 
had tripped off a warning sig- 
nal in the machine. 

“It made a noise going 
through the machine, he carried 
it in ms hands and it blew up,” 
he said. “We don't know if the 
guard opened it or what hap- 
pened. There's no danger to his 
.life, we hope his eyes are not af- 
fected.” 

He added* “We would like to 
know which party we provoked 
We have been criticising ex- 
tremism in the Arab world for 
the last eight years. 

“I hope ana pray there will 
be no more attacks. We will not 


change. We will maintain our 
moderate position on Arab and 
international affairs." 

Susannah larbush. a reporter 
on the newspaper, added: “We 
are always receiving threaten- 
ing phone calls because of the 
nature of politics in the Arab 
world." 

Al-Hqvai, is a daily newspaper 
printed in Arabic that is owned 
by the Prince Khalid Bin Sultan, 
a member of the Saudi Arabi- 
an royal family. It sells 165,000 
copies daily, mainly in the Mid- 
dle East and particularly m the 
Gulf states. Most of the staff are 
Lebanese. The newspaper 
adopts a moderate line on most 


issues - refusing to support 
terrorist acts-and has angered 
a wide variety of groups with 
some of its comment articles. 
Among those known to be un- 
happy with the paper are Islamic 
fundamentalist groups. 

FBI officers are reported to 
by investigating links between 
the Washington devices and 
the 1993 bombing of the World 
Trade Centre and a foiled plot 
to attack other New York land- 
marks. Four militant Muslims 
were jailed for life for the 
World Trade bombing. Alter- 
natively the attack may be a 
strike against the Saudi royal 
family. 


Bogus breath-test figures 
lead to police dimbdown 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


The police may stop publishing 
figures on the number of mo- 
torists who fail breathalyser 


tests during Christmas after a 
dispute over drink-driving 
statistics. The Association of 
Chief Police Officers (Acpo) 
also revealed yesterday that it 
wfli reconsider the entire pre- 
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scniation of the Christmas anti 
drink-driving campaign. 

This follows a survey in The 
Independent yesterday^ which 
indicated motorisisdi'd. in fact, 
heed the anti-drink driving mes- 
sage during the festive period 
despite the police announcing 
an 18 per cent increase in the 
number of people driving while 
over the limit. 

A survey of the 43 forces in 
England and Wales suggests that 
the increase is accounted for 
simply by the police testing 
more 'people this year. 

Since 1995, Acpo has re- 
fused to reveal the number of 
people breathalysed, only dis- 
closing the number positively 
tested and the number of acci- 
dents caused by drunk 
motorists. 

Paul Manning. Assistant 
Commissioner of the Metro- 
politan Police and spokesman 
for Acpo's Traffic Committee, 
wrote to The Independent saving; 
“The reaction to the statistics 
provided this year may well 
lead us to reappraise the" infor- 
mation we provide and possibly 
lead us to stop publishing the 
number of positive tests alto- 
gether. perhaps only publishing 
the number of alcohol-related 
accidents and adding other cat- 
egories.” 

Letters; Page 11 


Loyalist ceasefire is 
over, RUC chief says 


David McKittrick 

Ireland correspondent 


The Government and the police 
found themselves in embar- 
rassingly open dispute in North- 
ern Ireland yesterday as the 
RUC flatly contradicted minis- 
terial insistence that Lhe loyal- 
ist ceasefire was holding. 

The Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary, Sir Patrick Mayhew, 
continued to maintain (hat the 
ceasefire remained in place, 
despite two attempts to Wow up 
republicans with under-car 
bootstrap bombs in December. 

His stance was already un- 
comfortable in the face of ad- 
missions from security and 
loyalist sources that the Ulster 
Defence A s socia t i on was behind 
the attacks. Yesterday, howev- 
er, it was seriously undermined 
when the RUC's Chief Con- 
stable, Ronnie Flanagan, said 
publicly that he believed loyal- 
ists were responsible. 

The issue dominated the first 
day of the resumed political 
talks at Stormont, where the 
various Northern Ireland par- 
ties, without Sinn Fein, gathered 
again. 

It has great significance in 
that the political representatives 
of the loyalist paramilitary 
groups are at the talks on the 
basis of a formal commitment 


to purely democratic means. 
If the loyalist ceasefire is seen 
to be over, then they face ex- 
pulsion. 

The issue has led to some un- 
usual political alignments. The 
Government is anxious to keep 
the loyalists at Lhe table, and in 
this has the support of the na- 
tionalist SDLP and David Trim- 
ble’s Ulster Unionists. 

But republicans are making 
much of the charge that the es- 


tablishment is applying double 
standards to the foyaiisis and the 


IRA and that Sir Patrick's 
present Nelsonian blind eye 
was never turned towards Sinn 
Fein. Mitchel McLaughlin of 
Sinn Fein said: “Mr Mayhcw's 
tore the 
lef Con- 
stable that the loyalist ceasefire 
is over, and show his determi- 
nation to operate a policy of uni- 
lateral exclusion against Sinn 
Fein.” 

The Rev Ian Paisley, unusu- 
ally. was to be found on the 
same side of the argument He 
said all parties at the tall® had 
made a binding obligation not 
to deviate from principles of 
non-violence but that ministers 
were doing nothing about it. 

“It seems to me they are not 
prepared to face up to this is- 
sue,” he added. 

The most pointed interven- 


tion came from a Paisley ally, 
the UK Unionist party leader, 
Robert McCartney. He asked, 
with withering sarcasm: “Do you 
think it was the tooth fairy 
that’s planted the bombs? Do 
you think it is a band of tooth 
fairies that are breaking legs and 
crucifying people throughout 
Northern Ireland?” 

The talks themselves remain 
bogged down on the arms de- 
commissioning issue, with no 
agreement in existence on how 
the issue should be dealt with. 

The Chief Constable, in a 
BBC interview, said he saw no 
prospect of a new ceasefire at 
the moment, adding that he was 
convinced that the IRA was de- 
termined to kiU members of the 
security forces. He warned that 
each IRA attack increased the 
prospect of a full resumption of 
loyalist violence. 

While Mr Flanagan said the 
loyalists had planted the booby- 
traps, while Sir Patrick said he 
believed the loyalist ceasefire 
was still in place. He added: “I 
am vety glad that the Combined 
Loyalist Military Command, 
so-called, has not moved back 
from the ceasefire which it an- 
nounced 27 months ago. That 
distinguishes it from the IRA 
command which ended its 
ceasefire quite unjustifiably in 
February of last vear.” 
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prisoner 

An inquest juiy returned an 
open verdict yesterday on a 
remand prisoner who died 
after being placed face down 
by prison officers in a “strip 
cell”. Southwark Coroner's 
Court beard that Kenneth 
Severing, had been 
remanded in Belmarsh 
Prison, Woolwich, for alleged 
attempted burglary, for three 
weeks before Jus death in 
November 1995. 

The unemployed father of 
two. from Greenwich, south- 
east London, had a history of 
schizophrenia. The inquest 
was told the normal three- 
man control and restraint 
could not control a 
thrashing Mr Severin, who 
had threatened to smash up 
his medical wing cefll 

Up to seven or eight 
officers took him to the “strip 
celT” and the inquest heard 
Mr Severin’s death was most 
likely from positional 
~ lyxiation after prison 
ersplaced him face 
down. Tne Coroner, Sir 
Montague Levine, said: “1 
thmk it is quite appalling 


missing girl 




A mother matte ah emotional 
appeal yesterday for. the safe 
return ofhernine-year-old 
daughter, nussmgfar two 
days. As more thanJiOG „ 
police, cmIaBsaBd : army 
personnel cbnfinuedtheir 
intenave searches of the . 
garrison town, of Wmninster, 
Wiltshire, Mrs Paula Evans, 
28, pleaded for her daughter, 
Zoe, to come home. 

Shaking uncontrollably and 
barely able to speak for 
weeping, she told a press 
conference: “Zoe come 
home. You will not be in any 
trouble. You are not 
grounded. Just come home.' 

Zoe’s mother and step- 
father joined with the police 
appeal foe public information 
to help trace the 4ft, slim- 
bufltgiri of Asian 
appearance. She was last 
seen on Saturday morning 
when a schoolboy neighbour 
saw her in a play-park near 
her home at Pepper Place, on 
the Vfarminister army 
ho using complex. 
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medical officers did not 
know what his condition 
was.” 


Carer must 
be rehoused 


Manageress ; 
guilty of fraud 
alHarrods , 
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A Harrods manageress was 
behind bars yesterday after 


An 11-year-old child “carer” 
whose family is at the centre 
of a “campaign of hatred” 
won a landmark High Court 
battle for the legal right to be 
considered for rehousing. In 
a ruling which could assist 
other beleaguered “children 
in need”, a judge said a local 
council was under a legal 
duty to consider 
accommodating Simon 
Bradford in a safer place. 

He ruled that the London 
Borough of lower Hamlets 
had acted unlawfully in 
failing to assess Simon's 
individual needs under the 
provisions of the 1989 
Children Acl 
I n his judgment, Mr 
Justice Kay described how 
Simon, who has helped to 
care for his severely disabled 
mother since the age of four, 
was targeted for taunts and 
bullying because of the 
condition of his mother, who 
is crippled by arthritis and - 
epilepsy. 


to plunder moixfthan 


£200,000 from the credit card 
accounts of wealthy 
customers. Elizabeth John% 
betrayal of trust, which 
“horrified” the store’s 
management and prompted 
an in-depth security review, 
left one Arab customer with 
a £120,000 bill, but he was so 
rich he never noticed afl the 
itemised extras on his Gold 
Mastercard statements. 

Her brother, John, was . . 
unanimously convicted fay the 
jury of one count of 
conspiracy to defraud • 
between February 1993 arid 
May 1995. She was remanded 
in custody for sentence on 
7 February. . 
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Taking politics 
literally.. .. 


Brush with the past: Revivalists celebrating Plough Monday in Cambridgeshire yesterday. The ritual blessing of new crops dates back centuries and once involved plough 
boys who would dance at villages and collect money. Now this group of enthusiasts has recreated the tradition, with brooms replacing ploughs Photograph: Brian Harris 


‘Means tests’ 
for abortions 


Women seeking abortions are 
being regularly subjected to 
means tests without their 
knowledge, according to a 
report published yesterday. 
Moral judgments rather than 
health need are also being 
used as the criteria for 
deciding whether a woman 
can have an NHS abortion, it 
is claimed. 

The report from the 
Abortion Law Reform 
Association, based on a 
survey of health authorities, 
said arbitrary restrictions 
were being used to limit the 
number of abortions funded 
by the NHS. In some cases 
the ethical beliefs of health 
authority members and staff, 
hospital doctors and GPs 
decided whether or not a 
woman can have an abortion. 


A candidate who was accused 
of trying to deceive the 
electorate after he polled 
10,000 votes as a “LiteraT r 
Democrat” plans to stand as 
“Gerald Maclone” against 
the health minister Gerald 
Malone in the general 
election. Richard Huggett 
said yesterday that he had 
received letters from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the Lord Chancellor's 
department under (he name 
Maclone and had even taken 
out a pension plan. 

Mr Huggett, who stood as 
a “Literal Democrat” in the 
1994 Devon and Plymouth 
East European election, 
plans to stand as an 
independent in 50 
constituencies. The same 
number has been targeted by 
the anti-abortion Pro-life 
Alliance Party, firm Abrams 
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Warning over 


Lecturers vote 
on more action 


University lecturers are 
voting on whether to step up 
industrial action over pay to 
include disruption of exam 
marking and student 
admissions. The Association 
of University Teachers, which 
represents 36,000 academic 
staff, yesterday agreed to 
hold the planned ballot while 
it and seven other higher 
education unions consider an 
improved pay offer from the 
university employers. The 
unions, which represent 
100,000 staff, from professors 
to porters, held a one-day 
strike over pay last 
November. Lucy Ward 


pay increases 

An upturn in inflation to 2.7 
per cent and forecasts of still 
higher figures is expected to 
drive up the level of pay 
increases this year. In a study 

P ublished today. Incomes. 

lata Services observes that 
wage negotiators are 
coming under increasing 
pressure. 

The research group points 
out that City predictions just 
before Christmas forecast the 
Retail Price Index at between 
2.8 and 3.1 per cent in the 
first quarter and around 3.5 
per cent in the second half of 
the year, or even 4 per cent 
under some circumstances. 

The first few settlements-of 
1997 have seen awards of 3 to 
4 per cent, but recent weeks 
have seen disputes over • 
parity requiring substantial 
increases to secure 
settlements. Barrie Qemait 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4L2& of 

the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Manageress 

guilty of fran 
at Harrods 


Have we 
done our 
homework 

on the 
life of a 
teenager? 

The world of the 13-year-old is more 
complex now than when Tony Blair sat 
down to his prep, writes Judith Judd 



Throwing light on the subject: Stella Williams, 


13, settles down with pen, paper and books for an evening’s school work 
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Tony Blair's derision to prescribe 
homework limes adds another 
complication to the confusing 
world iof the 13-year-oldL 

On the one hand, teenagers 
are under pressure to earn 
money to eke out family fi- 
nances or to buy the latest pair 
of designer tramers. 

On the other, they feel the 
need to work hard at school be- 
cause jobs for 16-year-old 
school leavers are harder to 
come by than those for 18-year- 
olds, and most expect to stay on 
at school 

And the fin de site le distrac- 
tions of drugs, earlier sexual ac- 
tivity and television and 
video make the lives of 
teenagers forty years ago seem 
comparatively simple. 

Yesterday, as a survey 
showed that one In four under- 
13s is working illegally, the 
furore continued over the 
Labour leader’s intention to put 
recompiaided homework times 
in cofflptilscwy • home-school' 
contracts. • ...... 

. If teenagers are into design- - 
er jeans, the nation’s leaders are 
into homework by design.. 


Whichever party wins the next 
election, home preparation will 
be on the agenda. 

TOday the Government will 
release its own guidelines on 
homework. No times will be in- 
cluded bur schools will be en- 
couraged to copy the good 
practice of others. 

Not to be outdone, the Prince 
of Wales yesterday congratu- 
lated Scotland on leading the 


way in providing out-of-hours 
study centres for inner-city 
pupils. The Prince's Trust aims 
to develop 1,000 such centres by 
tbe year 2000. 

The ideas of both the Prince 
and the Government are more 
acceptable to teachers than 
those of Mr Blair. His efforts to 
impose homework times on 
schools face other problems 
besides the teenagers who are 


sitting behind the supermarket 
till when they should be grap- 
pling with Shakespeare. 

Labour sources explained 
yesterday that the set times of 
30 minutes’ homework for pri- 
mary pupils and an hour and a 
half for second aiy would not 
themselves be legally enforce- 
able. Schools would be free to 
decide what they put in their 
contracts but the Office for 


Standards in Education would 
ensure through its inspections 
that home preparation was in- 
cluded. 

The aim is to raise the pro- 
file of homework. A recent sur- 
vey by the National Foundation 
for Educational Research found 
that 43 per cent of primary 
pupils received no regular work 
to take home. 

Teachers support the end 


but are scathing about the 
means. David Hart, general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Head Teachers, 
which strongly supports home- 
school contracts, said: “Labour 
needs to understand that we 
need more prescription like a 
hole in the head. 

“It isn't sensible to try to 
prescribe even by means of 
inspection what should or 


should not be in a home-school 
contract" 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, 
said: “Legislation will do noth- 
ing to solve the biggest problems 
which are television, videos and 
parents who aren't interested in 
homework." 

Most research evidence shows 



The journalists at Children's Express, 
the press agency gave a full range of 
responses to Tony Blair's initiative on 
homework- and hope he will do more 
of hbown if the Labour Rarty wire the 
next general election. 

. Nfftfryear-old Anton Yavorsky, a year 
five pupil ot St Mary of the Angels pri- 
mary school in Nottinjg Hill, west Lon- 
fdon, says it hantto judge who would 
|benefitfiora.30^ wimites of homework 
a n^^i' “Somepeople take longer to . 
do-the same' work. I got homework, 
bttt riot every night- 3t usually takes 
about 15 to- 20 minutes. Mostly 1 HV 
spetttog andoralhs ” be said. “Maybe 7 


I’ll wish.we had more homework when 
l go to secondary school.” 

. Increasing homework at primary 
school was seen as a good idea by the 
secondary school pupils who were in- 
terviewed. Tara Glynn, 17; from Hack- 
ney, east London, said: a l never did 
homework in primary school until the 
last year. When I started secondary 
school it was part of growing up and 
gaining rreponsibllity." 

Tara, who-is in her final year Of A- 
-Levels at Our Lady's Convent School, ; 
. to_Stemford::Hill, east London; says 
homework varies from day to dayoven 
■ at her level T*Homa«ork depends on 


what happened that day at school. I 
don’t think 1 agree with the idea of par- 
ent-teacher contracts because the 
children will only get resentful.” 
Senab Adekunie, 14, Is in year 9 
at Elizabeth Garrett. Anderson Sec- 
ondary School, in Tony Blair's Isling- 
ton constituency. She does the 
homework her teacher assigns and ex- 
tra .work where possible. "Not every- 
one has a steble environment at 
; home. Homework centres would show 
.that there is support for you and- that 
adults th.ink your studies mattec" 
Twehra-year-old luanrta Roserioir 
said: ?ln rriy school they sometimes. 


overdo, the homework and I don’t get 
to bed until 10pm." Juanita, a pupil 
at Greycoats Hospital Lower School in 
Sloane Square, west London, added: 
"It’s not fair to say that you should do 
a certain amount because they don't 
know how all the pupils can cope.” 
Gillian Antwi-Bbsiato, 10, a pupil 
at St Francis primary School, in Peck- 
ham, south London, gave a novel re- 
sponse. "I do. my homework because 
I'm usually bored at home,” she said. 
“I get one piece of homework at night 
which takes me about 15 minutes, ft’s 
not' -enough and is too easy mast of 
the time. I think I will find it harder 


at secondary school because it is too • 
easy now." 

Gillian says Blair's promise of 30 ; s 
pupHs per primary school class does - 
not go far enough. She currently hast 
25 classmates. "There should only be ; 
15 in a class. With 26 It's really enw/d- ! 
ed and there are more people who ruin I 
your learning when they are mucking ; 
about." | 

■ Children's Express is a programme 1 
of learning through journalism for chil- i 
dren aged eight to .18. A charity, it pro- , 
videsa news service that promotes the ; 
views and investigations of the young. 


Photograph: John Voos 


lhal carefully set and marked 
homework improves standards. 
American studies have shown 
that children who do regularly 
marked homework do better 
than those who do not. 

Yet Italian children who do 
more homework than British 
children do worse in interna- 
tional tests while Finns, who do 
less, score better. 

Inspectors emphasise that it 
is the quality of homework that 
counts. If the political initiatives 
mean ever-growing quantities of 
boring homework, they will fail 
to woo teenagers from their 
paper rounds. 

John Coleman, director of 
the Trust for the Study of Ado- 
lescence, said: ‘Tm not some- 
one who looks back to a golden 
age but we do have hard evi- 


dence that there are more pres- 
sures on today's teenagers. They 
become sexually active earlier, 
there is more youth unemploy- 
ment, more are living with sin- 
gle parents and the gap between 
those with plenty of money and 
those with little has widened." 
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Illegal labour takes toll 
On children’s education 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


Children’s education is being 
seriously impaired by work 
undertaken illegally outside 
school hours, according to a poD 
published today. 

Nearly a quarter of chil dren 
under the legal age limit of 13 
have jobs and more than a 
quarter say they are sometimes 
or often too tired to do their 
: school work as a consequence. 

• - The;, survey, conducted by 
Mori-for the TUG found that 
one in five 11 -year-olds and 
more than one in four 12-year- 
-olds had performed paid work. 

Themost popular job during 
tenn and in the summer holi- 
days for all- 11 to 16 -year-olds 
was babysitting — undertaken by 
around 40 per cent of school- 
children who work. Paper 
jbimds were taken on by more 
than a quarter of working chil- 
dren. Girls were significantly 
\ ’ n yw n fflcely to perform babysit- 
iZ ting and boys paper rounds, 
"pirtfy accounting for higher 
iojniy- rates among boys. 

/■* Gleaning and shop work also 
featured prominently in the list 
rrf taskS frequently undertaken. 
Skna2 per cent did work in fac- 
tories during term time and 3>’ 


in five had been involved in an 
accident or been injured at 
work, Mori found in the poD of 
4,295 pupils in 175 schools. 

Nearly 40 per cent of 11- to 
16-year-olds bad worked before 
7am or after 7pm, which is also 
illegal. Almost a quarter of 11- 
and 12-year-olds had breached 
the hours limit. 

The TUC believes it is the 
first time the true extent of il- 


legal working among children 
has been revealed and attacks 
the Government for allegedly 
delaying European law which 
would reinforce and simplify ex- 
isting British legislation. The 
European directive on the pro- 
tection of young people at work 
was due to be implemented in 
this country by last June. 

While some bad employers 
knowingly exploit children as 


This working life 


•ji- 






; which is illegal. 

.One in six youngsters be- 
tween the ages of 11 and 16 
itorkseven d^s a week and one 


| Reporters . from Children's 
Express, a charity which 
provides a news. service for 
iyoungsters, spent a . day 
appjyiftg-for jobs. Here is what 
happened to them. 

Majida Khatiin, 14, was of- - 
! fared. - £1 per hbur to; stack 
|shelvits>nd help shoppers at 
la convenient* .store in Peck- 
ham, south-east London./The 
iboss fold me that people.wlth 
experience get more," she said. 

Lafer, --Majida was offered 
£3G fo-.work a 40-hour . week 
at a hairdresser's, aJsbin Rack- 
ham, the promiseofafur- 
ther£10 if she agreed'*. Wj* 
on Saturdays^ “She didirt ask 
me if 1 had aw qualifications. 
I would -.have had to shampoo 
easterners arid clean up.".... -. 

Fifteen-year-old Marisa Aziz, 
.(not her real name) took on a 
feummer job at a dentist's 
(Surgery in Shepherd's Bush, 


west London, in-June. As well 
as general reception work and 
making tea, Marisa was sur- 
. prised to be as ted to help with. 
• mouth suction, sterilisation of 
equipment and other tasks 
normally resefvedibr a trained 
dental nurse. ■ 

‘1 worked from 9.30 to 6, 
and-l was paid only £10," she 
said. "I told them I was 15 and 
-they. said it didn’t matter ... 
When my parents found out, 
they made me quit” 

Dari Retire, 15, (name also 
char©*d) said^ ^he worked fof60 
hours.in one week at a restau- 
rant in north London in July. He 
received £70. "I was a waiter, 
•fdidn’tenjoy it at all,' he said. 
“I started early in the morning 
: and finished late at night .1 
didn’t know how much my 
wages were because I was a 
beginner, but at the end of the 

week, l left* 


cheap labour, says the TUG 
most are ignorant of the legal 
constraints and so are parents. 

British law is a “confusing 
mix" of hundreds of by-laws, tbe 
application of which is under- 
mined by inadequate resources, 
and national legislation. 

John Monks, general secre- 
tary of tbe TUC, said that while 
earning extra pocket money 
enabled children to learn inde- 
pendence, their education and 
health should not be allowed to 
suffer. He said: “Many em- 
ployers are probably just as 
confused as most parents about 
what the law says on employing 
school kids. What we need ur- 
gently are dear, standardised 
laws and proper resources for 
local authonties to enforce 
them effectively." 

The survey 'found regional 
variations. More Welsh children 
worked as cleaners (23 per 
cent) than any other region 
and in East Anglia more than 
a quarter were employed in 
catering and one in 10 on farms. 

The TUC commented that 
school-age workers received 
“lousy pay”. Nearly four in 10 
earned less than £10 a week dur- 
ing term time and just one in 10 
earned £30 a week. Holiday jobs 
were better paid, probably be- 
cause of the longer hours. Dur- 
ing the summer two-thirds 
earned up to £30 a week and 
one in five between £30 and 
£100. , 



Spice Girls are Brits hot tip 
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j: ... Tbe^biquiious Spice Girls wfl! 

itjfii .prdbablycleanupatthisye^s 
‘VCM^JI Ifet Awards, it was announced 

' ~ oL ‘* \ last tight. - 

The teenyboppers favountK 
• wereiKHninatfidfor best British 
. . group, and best British new- 
Their No.i ®gfc. 
. • ^tt&nnabe", nominated for bea 
t j&m single, and “Wannabe 
r'S^Swwll Be There bote 
^ V&nfeh ders for best video by 
‘■ '‘'thitisto'feroaie 21 ^ 31 ®*^ , 
Dance group Tbe 
hotly rimed to do well, have 
i ^ n nomina ted for best 
-'.’feea British dance act and best 
^-British single with “Firesiarter\ 

-^Dubbed as. foe music ukJus- 

: %sOscars, the Brit Awards hit 


the headlines last year when 
Palp’s Jarvis Cocker staged a 
protest against Michael Jackson 
after he was nauseated by the 
latter. singer's apparent imita- 
tion of Jesus Christ. _ 

This year the comedian, Ben 
Elton, mvSI present the awards, 
to be held at London’s Earl s 
Court Exhibition Centre on 
February 24. Britpop groups 
Oasis and Blur were not con- 
sidered as they did not produce 
an album in time for the award 
nominations. etUaiA 

The most coveted of the 14 
categories, apart from b«t 
British newcomer, are the best 
British male and best British fe- 
male solo artists. Heading the 




fet for best male artist is George 
Michael, followed by Mark 
Morrison, Simply Red, Sting, 
and Hicky. 

Best female artist nomina- 
tions are Dina CarolL GabrieUe, 
Donna Lewis, Louise, and Ed- 
die Reader. 

The other nominations in- 
clude: 

Best British group; Kula 
Shaker, Lightning Seeds, Man- 
ic Street Preachers, Ocean 
Colour Scene and The Spice 
Girls; 

Best video by a British artist 
Chemical Brothers, ’’Setting 
Sun"; Dodgy, “Good Enough"; 
Jamiroquar, “Virtual Insanity”. 
Manic Street Preachers, “A De- 


sign for Life”; Orbital, “The 
Box"; Prodigy, “Firestarter”: 
Prodigy, “Breathe"; George 
Michael, “Eastlove"; Spice- 
Girls, “Say YouTl be There”: 
Spice Girls, “Wannabe". 

Best Album by a British 
Artiste: Kula Shaker, K; Light- 
house Family, Ocean Drive: 
Manic Street Preachers, Every- 
thing Must Go; George Michael, 
Olden Ocean Colour Scene, 
Moseley Shoals. 

Best British Newcomen Al- 
isha’s Attic; Ash; Babybird; 
Bluetones; Kula Shaken Light- 
house Ramify; Longpigs; Man- 
sun; Mark Morrison; Skunk 
Anansie; Space; The Spice 
Girls. 


An Open Letter to the 
Lord CfiancetCor 

Dear Lord Mackay, 

On 14th November we notified the Prime 
Minister of the dpnial of human rights that results from 
politicians limiting access Io justice. We called for the 
establishment of an autonomous Head of Judiciary as 
an act of good faith. 

We now know that you have stated that 
"should there be a conflict between common law and 
the will of Parliament the will of Parliament would 
prevaiL.whether the law was good or bad." 

In plainer language, you openly put your 
duly to deliver justice second to the interests of the 
political party that elevated you and in whose policies 
you as a Cabinet Minister have a personal stake. 

But when the government of the day 
abandons moral authority by misrepresenting the will 
of the people in order to do as it pleases, its legislation 
isn't entitled to special treatment 

We are also unhappy with the example 
you set Should judges believe that there is nothing 
wrong with subordinating justice to privilege? Those 
are the ethics we expect of a banana republic. 

In our view there is a constitutional crisis. 
Only a judiciary uncorrupted by politics is worthy of 
respect Your position seems untenable. 


An Open Letter to tfie 
Shadow Lord ChanceCCor 

Dear Lord Irvine, 

Labour will incorporate the European 
Convention on Human Rights into UK law. 

We call for a faster, broader, more direct way to achieve 
similar results. 

A simple Transfer of Functions Order can 
create a structurally independent Head of Judiciary 
who would also take over the Home Secretary's 
quasi-judicial powers in regard to sentencing, 
immigration and appeals. 

There should be an honest admission 
that Mmisias are not in infallible. Accountability is 
crucial People are more than electoral fodder and 
should be treated accordingly. 

Concerned individuals and groups should be 
able to challenge wrongful legislation. A government 
which accepted that legal principles could be used to 
check its power would deserve our approval 

(After 18 years of one parly rule, the judiciary, 
the most powerful of quangos, needs renovation. All 
judges should be asked to apply to a non-partisan 
panel for reappointment) 

Ihe legal system is deeply flawed. But a new 
administration could begin to regain public confidence 
with these low cost but meaningful reforms. 


Suzon forscey-toioore. Organiser of the Campaign for a pair bearing 
Member Organisations: Action for Justice, New Democracy Action, The M25 Three Campaign 
The Cheltenham Group, The Litigants in Person Society, Royal and Sun Alliance Action Group 
Holtsfieki Community Campaign, The Christian Commission on Scandals in Justice 
Victims of Tranquillisers, The Miscarriages of Justice Register, The Albion Party 


The Campaign for a Fair Hearing is a non-profit human rights- 
based umbrella organisation. Our aims are to hasten the day 
when anyone can expect a fair hearing in an impartial court of law 
or the court of public opinion; to encourage constitutional reform; to 
widen public debate. We meet outside the Royal Courts of Justice 
and other UK courts every Wednesday between 12-30 and 2 pm. 
This is a time and place to apply pressure upon the government 
Jonus-the campaign is entirely staffed by sensible and (Sgnified - 
volunteers. Our member groups must commit their resources to 
their own priorities, therefore we must depend upon your support 
If you cai hefc us with the cost of advertising, together we can do 
a great deal to bring forward a general lection-unite with us 
behind the power of this just cause. 


I endorse the call for a non-political judiciary. 

Signature 

Name 


Address.. 


.Postcode 


Donation of £. [cheque iPO to'AFairHearingT 

Tick here if you do not want to receive mailings [ ] 


The Campaign for A Fair Hearing 


E-maH: farJheartog@nreuraonxxg 

Website: htipVAvww.msuruon.org/fair.hearing/ 


Tel/Fax: 01223 327634 
c/o Action for Justice, PO Box 54, Cambridge CB5 8BB 






Labour warns 
councils over 
spen 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Labour councils are privately 
being urged by Labour leaders 
to set modest council tax rises 
in April by avoiding breaking 
their spending limits. 

Many councils are angiy with 
the allocations they were offered 
by the Government, and there 
were threats to carry on spend- 
ing by raising council tax bills. 
It was estimated that council lax 
bills could rise by eight per cent 

If the general election takes 
place on 10 April, the bills 
could be landing on doormats 
a feu.’ days before polling day. 
The Government is ready to 
blame Labour councils for the 
increases in council tax. 

Labour leaders are insisting 
the Government is to blame by 
rigging the grant support system 
to favour Tory authorities. But 
the message has gone out to 
Labour authorities to avoid 
falling into the Tory trap. 

The councils have been giv- 
en a clear warning that Labour 
will keep in place the spending 
clamp on councils to be forced 
through the Commons this 
month. 

Frank Dobson, Labour 
spokesman for the environ- 
ment. has warned Labour coun- 
cils that an incoming Labour 
Government would not change 



Dobson: Labour would not 
bail out overspent councils 

the limits, which will be intro- 
duced from the new financial 
year on 1 April. 

Councils are being told that 
they will not be bailed out for 
overspending if Labour comes 
into power. The message will 
underline Tony Blair’s deter- 
mination not to make promis- 
es before the election about 
higher spending which cannot 
be fulfilled. 

“There is no way that any 
Government can tear up local 
government settlements or start 
changing the settlements 


through the financial year, be- 
cause the authorities have got 
to budget to be able to meet 
their expenditure,” Mr Dobson 
told The Independent. 

However, Mr Dobson will be 
leading the Labour attack on 
the system for being rigged in 
favour of Toiy councils, such as 
Westminster, against Labour- 
controlled councils, such as 
Manchester, which, in spite of 
the IRA bomb last summer, will 
suffer from the spending allo- 
cation provisionally announced 
in November. 

David Curiy, the local gov- 
ernment minis ter, and Sir Paul 
Beresford, the under-secretary 
of state, have met 80 separate 
delegations to hear protests 
about the s ums they have been 
offered in the provisional set- 
tlement. 

The order has to be passed 
by Parliament by the end of the 
month, and the figures con- 
finned next month for the coun- 
cils to send out their council tax 
bills in April. 

Councils which fail to abide 
by the limits will face capping 
in March to prevent them ex- 
ceeding their spending alloca- 
tions. Labour leaders believe 
that most councils will stick by 
the limits, and some will spend 
less than they were allocated to 
avoid a burden being placed on 
the rate-payers. 





ARE YOU SUBSIDISING 
DISHONEST CLAIMANTS? 


Some people disguise the premiums. But at General 

fact they've made lots Accident Direct we can 

of insurance claims by . trace their insurance 

General Accident 

changing their insurance Direct histories. So we don't 


company. That way they 
avoid paying higher 



make you subsidise the 
dishonest. 


FOR BUILD1NCS & CONTENTS INSURANCE 

FREEPHONE 0800 121 004 

PAY BY INSTALMENTS INTE REST FREE* 


MOTOR 0800 121 000 

MORTGAGE PAYMENT PROTECTION 0800 121 008 - TRAVEL 0800 121 007 
Weekdays Bam - 9pm. Sat 9am - 5pm. E3 " = " 

* Applies to Buildings and Contents and Motor insurance only. Written details on request. 
hvtp-i/vYwwga.io uk/gadirect 



Hrttin^h^rig^note^ichae^eseltin^an^Briar^awhinn^^nia^ng on the poster's question: *Where is the money coming from Mr Wair? 

Tories spot ‘black hole’ in Labour’s costing 


The Conservative Party chair- 
man, Dr Brian Mawfrinney, 
yesterday claimed a ‘'new blade 
hole” has opened in Labours 
spending plans, following the 
row over legal problems with 
their proposed windfall tax on 
the utilities. 

He said legal opinion on the 
windfall tax, which was pub- 


lished yesterday by Aims of 
Industry, confirmed what the 
Ibries have been saying about 
New Labour. “Their policies are 
flawed, the danger is in the de- 
tail and the taxpayer will foot 
the bill. 

“Last November we pub- 
lished our costing of New 
Labour's public spending plans. 


The total came to £30bn. New 
Labour did not deny these com- 
mitments but said that they 
had explained how their spend- 
ing plans would be funded. 
They said that some of their 
co mmi tments would be cov- 
ered by the windfaD tax. 

“Now this opinion opens a 
new black hole in New Labour’s 


spending commitments. With 
their proposed windfall tax 
bogged down in expensive and 
lengthy litigation, how do they 
propose to cover the costs of 
the it much trumpeted employ- 
ment programme? 

“Their welfare to work youth 
employment pledge would cost 
£5 00m a year. Where would the 


money come from? There is 
now a new annual £1.8bn black- 

hole in the few spending com- 
mitments Mr Blair has admit- 
ted would cost anything.” 

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
Michael Heseltine, also chal- 
lenged Labour to name the 
firms that would be hit by the 
windfall tax. 


Transsexuals win extra 
change from the lottery 


calls 


EIII7 


FLAT RATES all prices are in pence pbi minute 


Germany 

Ghana 

India 

Ireland 

Japan 


36p Korea (South) 
I3lp Malaysia 
I33p New Zealand 
23p Nigeria 
77p Taiwan 


A charity for transsexuals is 
among 65 recipients of lotteiy 
money grants announced today 
by the National Lotteiy Char- 
ities Board. 

The Gender Trust, of Hor- 
sham and Henfield, West Sus- 
sex. is awarded £33.700 in grants 
to health, disability and care 
projects totalling £9.6m. 

; The money for the charity, 
aimed'at helping relieve emo- 


tional stress suffered by trans- 
sexuals and those uneasy about 
their sexuality, will go towards 
relocation and expansion. 

The award was criticised by 
Tory MPs and, implicitly, by Vir- 
ginia Bottomlev, Secretary of 
State for National Heritage. 

The largest grant is £500,000 
to the Samaritans to develop 
and fund their helpline. 

The Child Migrants Trust. 


based in Nottingham, receives 
£197,000 to expand its work of 
re-uniting children who were 
sent to live in Australian Chil- 
dren’s Homes after the Second 
World War. 

The National Association 
For Premenstrual Syndrome, in 
Sevenoaks, Kent, is awarded 
£161,112, which will be used to 
rase awareness of the condition. 

Other groups receiving 
awards included the Leonard 
Cheshire Foundation for the 
disabled (£49233), the Burma 
Star Association for war veter- 
ans (£83,454), the Royal Na- 
tional Institute for the Blind 
(331,714), Cancer Relief 
Macmillan Fund (£150,000) 
and Community Service for 
Volunteers (£180,000). 

Harry Greenway, Tory MP 
for Ealing North, said: “Support 


for transsexuals is not the nghtA 
use of what amounts to public” 
money." 

Mrs Bottomley said; “I am 
delighted that the National 
Lotteiy Charities Board have 
decided to support medical 
charities and others including 
the Samaritans, the RNTB and 
the Burma Star Association 
which will be widely welcomed. 

“However, it is for the Char- 
ities Board to explain and ac- 
count for their actions in the , 
areas which may not attract 
widespread public endorse- 
ment.” 

In the past John Major has 
expressed opposition to dona- 
tions of lottery cash to organi- 
sations for groups such as 
lesbians. Last month the NLBC 
awarded £75,000 to an advice 
group for male prostitutes. 


This is hoW it works 

• Pre payment of £25 entitles you to £25 of Swiftcail 
talktime. That’s over 4 hours to the USA! 

- Access to our network is easy. Ail you need is a 
touch tone phone to call our international 
exchange FREE from anywhere in the UK. 

— PLUS NEW PER SECOND BILLING — 

For information on hundreds of other destinations and to open an account 

CALL US NOW 


MPs notch up the air miles, 
from Portugal to Venezuela 



Opcraton arc Kamfing by 24hn a day 7 dap a week itadf to take jour 
caft. Please have four credit card ready. Comparison* against B.T. 
standard weekday rate. Subject to change at 10 days notice. 
Prices correct as of Jan list 1997. 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

MPs who suffer from air- 
sickness need not apply. The 1 1 
members of the House of Com- 
mons Foreign Affairs Select 
Committee docked up 43 over- 
seas trips between them last 
year, according to a report 
published yesterday. 

The com mi lice's members 
went lo 11 different countries 
on six different group visits, 
most of them within Europe. 
However, all but two went to 
South America to view Britain’s 
links with Venezuela, Mexico, 
Argentina, Brazil and Chile. 

During the year groups of 
MPs also look trips lo Denmark 


and Sweden, Germany, Spain. 
Portugal and France. The word 
“junket” should not spring to 
mind, though. The commitLee 
waded through almost 100 
meetings during the visits, plus 
more than 30 contacts with for- 
eign dignitaries in this country. 

David Howell, chairman of 
the committee, said the number 
of visits had been slightly more 
than usual last year, with the av- 
erage standing at about three. 
However, the MPs had split into 
two groups for the South Amer- 
ican visits, with three going to 
Venezuela and Mexico and a 
further six going separately to 
Argentina, Brazil and Chile. A 
report produced as a result will 
be published this week. The 


trips were necessary, he said, “to 
remind Parliament, the press, 
Whitehall and the g o ver nm ent 
tiiat life doesn’t begin and end 
in Europe. They keep you at it 
very closely indeed, they are 
working visits and there isn't 
much relaxation. 

“Whenever it is called ‘jun- 
keting,' which it inevitably is, I 
think those who talk of it should 
come and spend a couple of 
days in Sarajevo, Kenya or 
Rwanda.” 

Two years ago the committee 
became the first group of MPs 
willingly to avoid the chance of 
a free trip abroad when they in- 
terviewed Chris Patten, Gov-, 
emor of Hong Kong, via a 
satellite link. 


New Year. New Technology. Old price. 


Dell have kicked off the new year with an dell dimension xps Mi66s bonus bundle 
| i • INTEL 1 166MHz PENTIUM' PROCESSOR 

outs,and ' n ® offer 7116 Del1 Dimension" XPS MI66s technology 

and its Intel 166MHz Pentium® Processor with • 16 Mb sdram ♦ extra i6Hb soram free 


' 512Kb PIPELINE BURST CACHE 

• 26b EDE HARD DRIVE 
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• 15'COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 1 13.7 5' VIEWABLE AREA! 
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2Mb VIDEO MEMORY 
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the most advanced hardware with no advance in price. And because * QGHT CWWM DRIVE 

• MID SIZED TOWER CHASSIS 

it comes with new MMX technology, it can run between 10% and • integrated 16 -bit sound and ac $90 speakers 
20% faster under today's normal business applications. Call the • Microsoft 1 windows 95 & ms office professional 55 

worlds largest direct PC manufacturer** today on 01344 724616 
and get this years technology at last year's prices. 
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Sweet lines from a 
‘subhuman 
redneck’ win top 

poetry prize 


news 





Macho Aussie 
who mixes wit 
and rebellion 


Marianne Macdonald 

Arts Correspondent 

Les Murray, Australia’s most distin- 
guished poeL, won the TS Eliot Prize for 
poetry last night while he slept soundly 
on the far side of the world. 

His unconscious achievement was the 
greater given the competition on the short 
list of 10 from some of the world’s 
greatest poets - above all, Seamus 
Heaney, winner of the 3995 Nobel Prize 
for Literature. 

Murray’s exceptional, versatile poet- 
ry derives from the isolated life he lives 
on a small farm in Bunyah, New South 
Wales, where he also grew up. 

The £5.000 award for his collection. 
Subhuman Redneck Poems, was an- 
nounced at 5.15am New South Wiles 
time. Recuperating from a heart attack, 
the 58-year-old had been unable to fly to 
England for the announcement and pre- 
sentation by Eliot's widow, Valerie. 

But before last night's ceremony in 
London, Adrian Mitchell, one of’ the 
short-listed poets, denounced the Arts 
Council - which had promised to host a 
luncheon for the winner - saying it “did 
not give a shit" for poetry. 

The well-established poet, who had 
been tipped to win. told The Independent 
“I wrote them a long proposition sug- 
gesting they pay wages for poets, and they 
said they got it, but they never replied. 

“The Arts Council is meant to support 
the arts, and poetry is one the greatest 
arts in Britain. The Arts Council has no 
concerns about supporting opera, but it 
has always had a policy of letting poets 
starve in garrets, or whatever they do." 

Mitchell, 64, is one of Europe's best- 
selfing poets, but he said he still did not 
make enough money to support himself 
and his wife, an actress, such was the na- 
ture of being a poet in the 1990s. 

“I could possibly make a living these 
days horn poetry readings if there was just 
me to support and. I had no mortgage, 
because after many years doing readings 
for £5 or nothing I am getting paid 
properly — £100 to £500 a time,” he 
explained. 

■“But very few actually live full-time on 
poetry. Great writers like Hugh MacDi- 
anzu'd and BasQ Bunting lived and died 
In poverty, which is a shameful thing. 
What it says about the Arts Council is that 


it does not give a shit for the survival of 
poetry." 

Mitchell subsidises his work by writ- 
ing plays and adapting foreign dramas, 
and fits in his art as best he can. The most 
he has been paid for his poetry is £2,000, 
which came Grom the pop group The 
Btuetones. They worked a four-line 
poem of his into their song “Bluelonie" 
- which to Mr Mitchell’s delight made it 
to number one. 

It was not all bad, however. “What’s 
good about being a poet now is that there 
are a lot more readings than there were 
in the Fifties. And with technology and 
computers and desktop publishing there's 
nothing to stop people publishing Lheir 
own poems." 

The Swansea-hom poet Stephen 
KnighL 36. was also short-listed for his 
collection Dream City Cinema. Less- 
established than Mitchell, he is blunt, but 
not bitter, about the sacrifices. 

He said: U I have an incredibly gener- 
ous partner who subsidises me but it 
means I have no car, no mortgage and 
no children." He lives in a one-bearoom 
flat in Twickenham with his girlfriend, 
who is a teacher. 

Tb make ends meet Knight works two 
days a week - along with out-of-work 
actors - selling theatre tickets by phone, 
and picks up money by scrip (-reading, 
directing and doing school workshops. 
What he finds frustrating is that, despite 
the vaunted poetiy boom, so few people 
read new poetiy. “My friends are all grad- 
uates and they all read novels and go to 
the theatre but they wouldn’t think of 
picking up a new book of poems," he said. 

Susan Wicks. 49, whose first novel. The 
Key, is published next week, was also on 
the short list of the TS Eliot Prize, 
which is supported by Wuerstone’s book- 
sellers, for The Clever Daughter. 

The mother of 15-year-old and 18-year- 
old girls, she said she has been lucky - 
her husband has helped to support her 
and she teaches creative writing part-time 
at the University of Kent. 

“Writing poetiy is not a financial 
question forme," she observed. “I'm only 
now starting to make money from it; I’m 
just about beginning to think of myself 
as a professional writer." 

The other five short-listed poets were: 
Alice Oswald; Christopher Reid, Ciaran 
Carson, Maura Dooley and John Fuller. 
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Well-versed: The Australian Les Murray, winner of the TS Biot prize 


Photograph: Edward 


Boyd Tonkin 

Literary Editor 

Many readers will remember 
the Monty Python crew of the 
1970s raising laughs from the 
idea of a gang of raucous Aussie 
sheep-shearers who sann a 
learned liule ditty about Kam. 
Spinoza and Wittgenstein. Well’ 
you might describe Les Murray 
as the Philosophers' Song come 
to witty, erudite, in-vour-face 
life. 

Murray, who laM niahi won 
the £5.000 TS Eliot prize for the 
year's best volume of poetry, 
isn't afraid of picking up the 
brawny, macho “ocker" stereo- 
type and converting it into a 
badge of honour. The prolific, 
crowd-pleasing Australian poet, 
born in 1938 on a sheep farm 
on the nonhem coast of New 
South Whies, entitled his most 
recent book Subhuman Redneck 
Poems. As a way of turning an 
insult around, that surely ranks 
alongside the radical rap group 
who called themselves Nigguz 
with Attitude. 

Murray has Altitude in a 
distinctly Australian shade - 
touchy, argumentative, egali- 
tarian - but his cascading verse 
buries the cultural cringe in a 
flood of generous and moving 
ideas and images. He is a 
Catholic who dedicates all his 
books 'To the glory of God". He 
also combines great learning 
with democratic instincts. 

As his British publisher, 
Michael SchmidL explains, his 
is ‘ a very anarchic Catholicism 
that translates into a hostility to 
all forms of coercion" whether 
by the state, by arts funding bod- 
ies or by liberal orthodoxy. 

He is also, famously, a very 
big man in tiie physical as wefl 
as intellectual sense. The bard 
of Lhe excluded, the forgotten, 
the humiliated, he can speak to 
everyone who recalls being a fat 
kid who was never picked for 
playground teams or a blushing 
adolescent who could never 
get a date. As his poem “Rock 
Music" asks: “The beautiful 
Nazis, why are they so cruel?/ 
Why, to castrate the aberrant, 
the original, the wounded who 
might change our species". 

His lifelong empathy with the 
original and the wounded ex- 
tends to the balance of power 
at home. Schmidt stresses that 
Murray “is very into .Aboriginal 


INSIDE AYERS 
ROCK 

By Les Murray 

Inside Ayers Rock is lit 

with paired fluorescent lights 

on suet pillars supporting the 
ceiling 

of haze-blue marquee cloth 

high above the non-slip pavers 
Curving unwind the cafeteria 
throughout vast inner space 
is j Milky Utry of plastic chairs 
in loiirsitniey around tables 
all the wav to the truck timers' 
etichn e. 

Dusted ci tola hah trees grow to 
the ceiling 

T\ V talk in gassy colours, and 
round the nails' are Outback 
shop fronts: 

the Btvhhv Bookshop for 
brochures. 

Casual Clobber, the bottled 

Country Kitchen 

and the sheet-iron Dreanuinte 

Experience 

that is turned off at night. 

A high biink of medal-ribborty 
lolly jars presides over 
island counters like opened 
mites. 

cute labelled H7 tire Mugs, and 
cown J with tliL/n. 

.-J tno-dimeivdonul policeman 
discourages shoplifting of gifts 
and near the entrance, m hcrc- 
vou pay 

for fuel, therv stands a tribal 
man 

in rib-paint and public tasscL 
It is ail gentle and kind 
In beyond the children s play- 
world 

there are fossils, like crumpled 
old drawings of creatures in 
rock. 

art and insists on the centrali- 
ty of Aboriginal culture to the 
Australian experience". 

“Inside Ayers Rock" pre- 
sents the ancient sacred site of 
the continent's first inhabitants 
as a cave of lawdiy gimmicks, 
colonised by the banal suburban 
nation Australia has become. 

Reading Murray, you sense 
above all a cornucopian talent, 
a writer who turn his hand and 
brain to any form and theme 
with an almost casual fertility. 

England has not produced a 
bard-for-all-seasons of this kind 
since the days of Tennyson. 
Schmidt comments that Murray 
is "not really an ironist, al- 
though he’s a great wit and sav- 
age satirist. That's what really 
sets him apart from modern 
British writing". 


AN IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
FOR NATIONAL 
LOTTERY PLAYERS. 

Did you buy an Advance play/Multi-draw ticket 
on Saturday 4th January 1997 for the next 6, 7 or 8 draws? 



Ouch! 

You’ve just discovered your health insurance 
won’t pay to have it treated. 
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The first draw 
date on your 
ticket will be 
either the 
4th or llrh 
January 1997. 
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The last draw 
date on -your 
ticket will be 
the 8th, 15th or 
22nd February 
1997 or 

1st March 1997. 
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SAMPLE TICKET 

c nf these tickets, which were issued in error, then please note that your 
If you possess one or . automatically be entered for all those Wednesday draws which 
number wteenonlb) draw date marked on your ticket. Camelor has paid for the 

take ptece rr?? ® ir selection^) in the Wednesday draws. An exchange ticket. Issued when 
cast of including y tickets, will also be valid for the remaining Wednesday and 

If you have any questions please call 
The National Lottery line on 0645 100 000. 
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Imagine not being able to 
afford treatment, because 
your health insurance doesn’t 
adequately cover you. 

It happens, because many 
policies have gaps in the 
cover they offer. Untike some 
others, Primecare from Prime 
Health provides cover for 
treatments like out-patient 
physiotherapy and osteopathy, 
tt also gives you hill cover 
for surgeons’, anaesthetists’ 
and physicians’ fees. 

Ail this comes at an 
equivalent price to some 
companies’ budget schemes - 
and we’re one of the few to 
offer a no-ciaims discount of 
up to 50%. 

Call us now to see how your 
policy compares to Primecare. 

Prime Health 


A member of the Standard Life Croup 




Cali 0800 77 99 55 now, 

or fill in the coupon for a no-obligation quote. 
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Australian 
hero’s 
welcome 
leaves 
yachtsman 
all at sea 


Robert Mffliken 

Fremantle 

Tony Bullimore threw back his 
head and laughed when I asked 
him yesterday if it was true that 
Kevin Costner was going to 
make the film about his extra- 
ordinary shipwreck survival in 
the Southern Ocean. Without 
replying, he reached out and 
touched the brim of my hat and 
pushed it down to nay nose, ft 
was a gesture that said, “Don’t 
be so cheeky.” Then he was hus- 
tled into an ambulance and 
whisked away from the quay at 
Fremantle near Perth to be re- 


4 What would 
you sooner do, 
have a beer in 
the pub or go for 
counselling? 9 

united with his wife, LaleL af- 
ter a hero’s welcome on a 
brilliant sunny morning. 

Mr Bullimore was over- 
whelmed by the sight that greet- 
ed him when he sailed in 
yesterday, accompanied by the 
French yachtsman Thierry 
Dubois aboard the Australian 
frigate HMAS Adelaide , the 
shi p which rescued them both 
last Thursday after their yachts 
capsized in the southern ocean 
1,600 miles south-west of 
Australia. 

Thousands of cheering well- 


wishers, a navy band playing 
“It’s a Wonderful World”, flags, 
speeches, government officials, 
and a i least 100 journalists and 
camera crews, made it a great 
hero’s return, and a scene for 
which Hollywood reportedly is 
already preparing the scripL 

Determined not to be hob- 
bled by the trench foot which he 
picked up during four days 
trapped in the hull of his up- 
turned yacht, Mr B ullimo re 
walked with a limp and a broad 
grin down the gangplank. It was 
the former Royal Marine’s first 
landing since starting the 
Vend£e Globe race oft the 
French Atlantic coast in No- 
vember. Wearing grey navy 
overalls and a blue cap, he 
said: “I have been given another 
chance, ft's been absolutely as- 
tonishing. I am slightly emo- 
tional over this. All I can say is 
thank you to everyone on the 
Adelaide ...” Then he turned, 
looked up to the ship’s crew and 
threw open his arms. They 
dapped him. 

At Fremantle Hospital, Mr 
Dubois required no treatment 
but Mr Bullimore will have 
daily treatment in the hospital's 
hyperbaric chamber, similar to 
the decompression treatment 
given to divers with the bends. 
Yesterday, Mr Bullimore also 
had an operation on a finger he 
trapped m a hatch in his yacht 

When they stepped ashore, 
the survivors made a pointed 
contrast* die tall handsome, 
phlegmatic 29 year-old French- 
man and the stocky, feisty, wise- 
craddng Englishman who, at 58, 
is at an age when most of his 
contemporaries are thinking of 



Land lovers: Tony Bullimore and Thierry Dubois reaching port for their heroes’ welcome (above left) Photographs: AP 


less forbidding pastimes than 
solo round-the-world yachting. 
But they had one thing in com- 
mon: the will to never say die. 
As Mr Bullimore put it yester- 
day: “I couldn't get any further 
down in my spirits, and I start- 
ed to allocate the last few hours 
... At the same time, a little bit 
of the old professionalism hit 
me: keep going, don’t give up. 
All of a sudden. I heard the 
sound of an aircraft circling 
overhead.” 

The cheque books were out 
yesterday with promotional of- 
fers.that could make Mr Bulli- 
more more than enough money 
to replace his wrecked £750,000 


yacht, the Exide Challenger. 
Chocolate and bottled water, bn 
which he survived, are just two 
of the products bidding for his 
endorsements. 

The public side of Mr Bul- 
Iimore’s reunion with his wife 
at the British consul’s residence 
in Perth was bought by an Aus- 
tralian television network, 
reportedly for £75,000. 

As they were shown hugging 
last night, Mrs Bullimore said: 
"I never gave up hope because 
I knew the old bulldog would 
come home.” Mr Bullimore 
said: “You arc either a survivor 
or you aren’t a survivor.” He 
said he would continue solo 


round-the-worid sailing. “That’s 
the way I am. ft-’s'the competi- 
tiveness, putting yourself up 
against other people. That’s 
important to me.” He scoffed 
at suggestions that he undertake 
trauma counselling: “What 
would you sooner do, go and 
have a nice beer in the pub or 
go and be counselled? ft doesn't 
take much to work it ouL” 
The couple wifi return to 
Britain as soon as doctors have 
given Mr Bullimore the all- 
clear. Meanwhile, Mr Bullimore 
is using his experience to make 
suggestions for improving safe- 
ty for round-the-world yacht 
races. 


NOTICE TO CUfTOKEStS 
OF HALIFAX 

ATIONAL 
(ISLE OF NAN) UNITED. 

Halifax International (Isle of Man) Limited, announces certain revised 
interest rates from 16th January 1997. 


Direct Line Instant Access Account 


” 575 % 

Small space. c * os ® 
Big savings rate. 



DIRECT LINE: 


Call one of the numbers bcW for high interest with Instant access. 

0181 667 1121 0161 833 1121 0141 221 1121 


BALANCE 


ANNUAL INTEREST 
GROSS RA. 

% 


MONTHLY INTEREST 
GROSS RA. 

% 


HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL GOLD 90 

£100,000+ 6.10% 5-94% 

£50,000+ 6.05% 5-89% 

£25,000+ 5.85% 5.70% 

£10,000+ 5-45% 5.32% 

HALIFAX IOTERNATIONAL GOLD 

£100,000+ 5.75% 5-60% 

£50,000+ 5-65% 5-51% 

£25,000+ 5-45% 5.32% 

£10,000+ 5-15% 5.03% 

£5,000+ 4.50% 4.41% 

£500+ 3-25% 3.20% 

If you have less than £10.000 in your Halifax International Gold 90 account it will cam interest at 
the equivalent Halifax International Gold rate. If you have leas than £500 in your Halifax International 
Gold 90 or Halifax International Gold account we will only pay in te rest ai 1.00% gross p. a. ‘Grass’ 
means we will not take any tax off the interest we pay. The accounts shown above arc not available 
to residents of the Uc of Man. 

Further details can be obtained by calling Halifax International (Isle of 
Man) Limited on 01624 612325 (from within the UK) or 44 1624 612323 
(from outside the UK). 


Mdijnaqr 1997 


CALL ANYTIME tain ts 8pm Monday to Friday and Vim to 5pm Saturday. 
Plena quota raf. IND3 1 

‘5.75% POB pud on batmoas o( £50,000 or mom (ubpci la tartmonV Rates oorroct 
at 9«h January 1997 Cans are recorded for for added weunty. Direct Line and the 
»vd te l ep hone we trademarks of Droa Line Insuruca pte. used wwi «s por m cnon. 


High Quality 

Low cost calls 

How? 

It'r. simple - We buy millions of 
international call time every year so 
we can pass on huge savings to our 
customers. 

No extra charges - Any phone 
No installation - No commitment 
High quality lines and service 
Per second charging 
Free itemised statements 



NHS on trial: MPs rebel as heart 
patient’s surgery put off four times 
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. Another competitor m the 
race has not been as lucky. The 
search has been called off far. 
Gerry ftoufc, 43. a Canadian 
whose last known position was 
south of Easter Island and west 
of the tip of South America. 

The rescuers of Mr Bul- 
limore and Mr Dubois yester- 
day gave their first detailed 
accounts of last week’s events. 
They emphasised the crucial 
role of sophisticated commu- 
nications technology, such as the 
distress beacons from both 
men’s yachts which sent satel- 
lite signals to the race organis- 
ers in Paris last Sunday, 
enabling the Australian au- 
thorities to pinpoint the yachts. 

But the rescuers also praised 
the men’s physical and mental 
strength, without which they 
would not have survived. Hank 
Scott, 25, the navy lieutenant 
who climbed down a wire from 
a helicopter to winch Mr 
Dubois to safety, said: “Mr 
Dubois and Mr Bullimore were 
perfect survivors. They didn’t 
panic and they were mentally 
composed. Mr Bullimore was 
even better because he was 
making jokes and told his 
rescuers he loved them.” 

Ian McLachian, the Aus- 
tralian defence minister, told the 
survivors: “You were lucky, 
gentlemen, that this country 
has the people and the equip- 
ment to mount such a rescue 
mission successfully ... 

‘‘But you ... seem to have 
made separately all the right de- 
cisions. Your survival reminds 
us of the ability of certain men 
and women to transcend diffi- 
culties which would overwhelm 
die rest of us. These are the 
examples which lead us on.” 


Fran Abrams 

a nd Liz Hunt 

The death of an elderly woman 
whose life-saving heart surgery 

was cancelled four times be- 
cause of specialist bed shortages 
has moved the winter crisis in 
the health service to the centre 

of the political stage. 

As the family of Queenie 
Hamid, 69, blamed her death 
on inadequate NHS f u n d i ng , 
opposition politicians, called 
for an immediate Commons 
statement on the rise in emer- 
gency admissions to hospitals, 
exacerbated by cold weather 
and flu. which are adding to the 
pressure. 

Chris Smith, Labour’s 
spokesman on health, also pub- 
lished figures yesterday shewing 
that almost one in four beds 
across all specialities had closed 
qnra the introduction of the in- 
ternal NHS market. 

The British Medical Associ- 
ation last week reiterated its 
warnings of a winter crisis, and 
is seeking an urgent meeting 
with Stepnen Dorrell, the Sec- 
retary of State for Health, after 
a survey revealed widespread 
ward and hospital closures and 
cancelled operations. 

A consultant who cared for 
Mrs Harrild at Guy’s hospital, 
in south London, said heart 
surgery at the trust had been se- 
verely affected “for several 
months” because intenave care 
beds were permanently full. Dr 
Bob Knigh t said: “This was a 
disaster for Mrs Harrild and a 
terrible tragedy for her family, 
made worse by the feeling that 
if things had been dealt until in 
some other way she would still 
be here." 

At a press conference at . 
Westminster yesterday, Mrs 
Harrild'sson David said that die 
family would campaign foe bet- 
ter funding for the NHS. Her 
death was cansed by the stress 
of being prepared four times for 
the operation and then let down, 
he said. “In our view her death 
is the result of the constant 
build-ups and let-downs due to 


tile fact that these operations 
bad been cancelled,” he a d d ed. 
“We feel it is cruelty to the pa- 

torture. We are sure^be^wld 
be alive now if she hadn't con- 
stantly been put bade.” 

Mrs HarrilcFs husband. Bill, 
68, a retired HGV driver, said 
the fainily were ^eakiagpubfidy 
to prevent future trageaiesand 
did not blame ffiehospitaL“Wfe 
don’t want Queenie to have 
died in vain,” be said. ‘TTcrpe- 
fully, tins won't happen again.” 

Mrs Harrild. a former nurs- 
ery school helper, who had al- 
ready hadone heart bypass, was 
admitted to herlocai hospital in 
Lewisham on 3 December and 
transferred to Guy’s 10 days lat- 
er. Operations were scheduled 
for 23 December, 24 December, 

2 January and 3 January, but 
never went ahead. - 

Mrs Harrild was then told 
her operation would be on 
Monday 6 January. However, 
she died on 4 January. 

Simon Hughes, the liberal 
Democrat spokesman on health 
who organised the press con- 
ference for the family, said the 
number of beds available at 
Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS 
Trust had fallen from 1,400 to 
1, 100 in two years. Thenumber 
of operations purchased by Mis 
Hamid’s local health authori- 
ty from the trust was' to be cut 
by a further 5 per cent from 
April. - 

Dr Knigfat said Mis Har- I 
rild’s case had been exacerbat- 
ed by a high number of 
admissions over Christmas. 
However, a hew building with 
13 new intensive care beds in it 
was lying empty, he added. 

. A trust spokeswoman said the 
bidding was not ready. The hos- 
pital had five jgjore intensive 
care beds than it did four years 
ago, and a new cardiac centre 
had recently opened;, at St 
Thomas’. 

But she added: “We are now 
treating people who would have 
died a few years ago and they 
are much sicker and require 
intensive care for longer.” 


* ^ 














Dorrell fails to 
halt rebellion 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Attempts by Stephen Dorrell. 
the Secretaiy of State for 
Health, to pacify two Tbiy 
rebels angiy about the closure 
of hospital casualty units ap- 
peared to have failed last night. 

Sir John Gorst, MP for Hen- 
don North, said after a meeting 
with Mr Dorrell that the Gov- 
ernment could still not rely on 
his support. Sir John first made 
the threat last month and has 
abstained on three key votes 
since doing so. 

He was accompanied to the 
Department of Health by Hugh 
Dykes, MP for Harrow East, 
who had been rumoured to be 
considering a similar protest. 

Sir John said that although 
the hour-long meeting had end- 
ed with the minister agreeing to 
consider some of his suggestions 
for resolving the dispute, be 
could not disclose details of 
what had been said. 

He said he was not expecting 
to meet Mr Dorrell again in the 


immediate future, but that be 
expected to hear from him on 
the matter soon. 

“The situation remains as it 
has been all along. My policy is 
not to tell anyone what I amgo- 
ing to do. 

“It doesn’t mean that I won't, 
on some issues, vote against, the 
Government or, if it is in the 
interests of my constituents, 
vote with them. They just can’t 
rely on my vote,” he said. 

Sir John abstained last month 
on votes about fisheries and ha- 
rassment, and did so again yes- 
terday on the Government's 
sentencing Bill. 

The complete withdrawal of 
his support would put the Gov- 
ernment in a minority in the 
House of Commons. 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment of Health said that the 
MPs had talked to Mr Dorrell 
about matters relating to health 
in their constituencies. 

“Mr Dorrell emphasised that 

he remains available for farther 
meetings, as be is to all con- 
stituency MPs,” he said. 
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Widow wants baby to 
‘fulfil husband’s wishes’ 
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• touch for /eu 


The husband of tbe widow 
fighting a legal battle to have his 
baby bad said this was what he 
would have wanted, the Court 
of Appeal was told yesterday. 

Loni Lester QC, represent- 
ing Diane Blood, said the ques- 
tion the three appeal judges had 
to address was not whether the 
couple were right in having 
that joint wish but whether 
there was a legal justification for 
not respecting that desire. 

Mrs Blood, 31, is challenging 
rulings hy the Human Fertili- 
sation and Embryology Au- 
thority which banned her from 
using her dead husband 
Stephen's frozen sperm, as she 
did not have his written per- 
mission. The HFEA also told 
Mrs Blood she could not lake 
the sperm abroad for treat- 



ment in a foreign clinic. A 
sperm sample was taken from 
Mr Blood while he was in a 
coma. “Had he been conscious 
there is no doubt he would have 
signed the consent form,” said 
Lord Lester. 

Mrs Blood claims the rulings 
were unreasonable, and that her 
rights under European law su- 
perseded British legal restric- 
tions. She says that when the 
sperm sample was taken from 
her husband he was still alive. 

Lord Lestersakt TVs he lay dy- 
ing he could not sign a written 
consent because he was deeply 
unconscious." Lord Lester 
added: “Mrs Blood is clearly ho- 
nouring the wishes of herself 
and Stephen because they had 
discussed the very situation 
which tragically later arose.” 


“The Human Embryology . 
and Fertilisation Amhoritysay 
she is trapped by the law. She 
cannot have treatment, in the- 
UK because of the business of . 
tbe written form. One question 
is whether this court can free 
Mrs Blood from . that trap/' 
Lord Lester said Mrs Blood 
could have had the treatment 
using her husband’s sperm per- 
fectly lawfully while ha -'was 
alive, even if the medical team 
knew that he was dying.. i~.. 

He said the authority ^ 
barred Mrs Blood from taking 
her husband’s sperm abroad ^ 
treatment, because if shecouw \ 
not obtain treatment here; ; j£ 
could not allow her to have it 
anywhere else. ' 

The bearing was adjourned 
until today. 
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news 


Shell floats greener future for the oil platform no one wants 


Lifting the Spar by 
pumping in gas 
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11 fails to 

rebellion 



Taxman on trial 
tells of gunmen 
and prostitution 

Clandestine work took collector beyond norma! rules 


Graham Bell 
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Brent Spar may be recycled 
to protect UK coastline 
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Nicholas Schoon 

■Environment Correspondent 
• Jl«. " " ~ 

Shell's Brent Spar oil platfomi 
could be turned into an artifi- 
cial .-reef protecting vulnerable 
sections of the East Anglian 
coastline from erosion. 

Another shortlisted scheme 
for the disposal of the 450ft 
' structure, announced yester- 
.day; is to slice it into huge steel 
ringaand use it to support a new 
pier at a Teesside dockyard. 
Ironically, this would be used to 
l»elp : scrap other North Sea oil 
and *as installations on land. 

The oil company now has a 
shortlist of six engineering con- 
sortia with six different schemes 
forilhe -disposal of the huge 

.North Sea oil installation, fol- 
lowing a selection process which 
hasjready lasted a year. 

The Brent Spar, a huge float- 
ing oil tank, has been anchored 
in the deep waters of a Norwe- 
gian fjord since Shell aban- 


doned plans to dump it m the 
Atlantic Ocean a year and a half 
ago. 

Shell bas invited the six con- 
sortia, all from the UK or main- 
land Europe, to draw up 
detailed plans and costings for 
a total of 11 schemes for dis- 
posing of the Spar. They include 
turning ft into dock gates, a fish 
farm and an onshore training 
centre for offshore oil workers. 
Three of the II involve bring- 
ing the 14300-tonne Spar to 
shore and turning it into scrap. 

Once the consortia have 
fleshed out their schemes - 
and Shell is giving them a total 
of £1.5m to do so - the oil com- 
pany wDI make its choice and 
seek Government approval for 
disposal around the end of 1997. 

In 1995 Shell obtained gov- 
ernment permission to dump 
the Spar in waters 7,000ft deep 
in the north-east Atlantic. But 
a dramatic “direct action” cam- 
paign by Greenpeace, coupled 


with a mass boycott of Shell 
petrol stations by German and 
Dutch motorists and the dis- 
approval of other European 
governments, forced a last- 
minute change of heart 

The environmentalists’ ar- 
gument was that deep-sea dis- 
posal set an appalling precedent 
and threatened serious damage 
to the ocean ecosystem. Shell ar- 
gued, and the Government ac- 
cepted, that the small quantities 
of oil. toxic metals and chemi- 
cals and radioactive salts inside 
the Spar posed no risk in the 
vastness of the ocean. 

Yesterday, Heinz Rother- 
mund. managing director of 
the Shell subsidiary which ex- 
tracts British North Sea oil and 
gas, said disposal at sea still re- 
mained an option. It was the 
only option which had been 
studied in detail, costed and 
approved by ministers. 

But the company was confi- 
dent of finding a more popular 


alternative. u We are very opti- 
mistic about wha! we are doing 
. . . some really exciting solutions 
have emerged." 

Shell said it would make its 
final choice on the basis of 
technical feasibility, safety for 
the workers involved, overall 
damage to the environment 
and public acceptability - and 
that choice would compete with 
sea dumping on all these fronts. 

It made no mention of cost, 
although this is bound to be a 
consideration. Dr Rothermund 
said any onshore disposal was 
bound to be more expensive 
than sinking at sea. 

While Shell seems willing to 
spend the extra, the Govern- 
ment would not normally allow 
it to do so because oft compa- 
nies can claim handsome tax re- 
lief on the costs. Shell has, 
however, already promised it 
would not seek the extra lax 
relief if it opted for onshore 
disposal. 
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Woman tells tribunal sex pest 
5 ruined her police career 


>in<> 


. % • rt- 1 ' 




rA police constable s career 
.mined by a catalogue of shock- 
ing*} sexual harassment* by a 
colleague, a tribunal in 
; Leeds was told yesterday. 

' ■ ' iti* - * . .31he 41 -year-old male jon- 
- ' * ’ v ; >' ; V . stable made life at a Ufest York- 

c gftinc station such a nightmare 
for the woman - groping her 
feasts, straddling her and re- 
■ V .peatedly making sexual com- 

'Scots - that she went on stek 
,Jfeaw with clinical depression 
. pud- has been told by b pr ^ oc ' 
■ tor/ that she will never work as 
a police officer again, 
v After the 25 -year-old con- 
aabie complained aboutthe ha- 
rassment inOctober 1994, tht 
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male officer was suspended 
and a criminal investigation 
launched. The woman is still off 
sick and undergoing coun- 
selling, more than two years 

after the alleged offences. 

She told the tribunal that the 
officer often touched her, made 
suggestive comments and gen- 
erlljy made her feel “very, very 

uncomfortable 

On one occasion, he made 
comments as she was eatii^a 
sausage for her breakfast Oo 
another occasion the officer 
straddled her as she sat in the 
snooker room and put his face 

towards her as if he w^gomg 

to kiss her. She put her hand in 


front of her face and he moved 
away. The woman, who worked 
in West Yorkshire’s Calderda/e 
division, did not report the in- 
cident at the time. U I didn't 
think anyone would believe 
me. I though they'd just tell me 
not to be so stupid and just get 
on with it,” she Said. Matters 
came to a bead when her at- 
tacker came up tehind her a few 
weeks later. 

She said: “His left hand went 
over my left shoulder and down 
in between my police shirt and 
my jumper and came to rest on 
the top of my right breast. He 
said to me ‘1 was going to bot- 
tle out then, I was going to grab 


you*. I said to him, ‘Get off 
me.’" The man took his hand 
away and walked off, she s aid. 

The next morning the woman 
confided in a colleague and then 
reported the incidents to a se- 
nior officer. She said: “I think 
he was very shocked. He said to 
me: ‘We’re going to have to do 
something about it, it's getting 
out of hand.’ 

“1 asked turn what he meant 
by that comment and he told me 
that I wasn’t the first officer to 
come and report an incident to 
him and that he would have to 
lake advice from a senior 
officer.” The hearing was 
adjourned until today. 




A senior tax official accused of 
bribery and corruption ex- 
plained yesterday how he con- 
fronted gunmen armed with 
Kalashnikov rifles in his quest 
to reclaim unpaid tax for the 
Inland Revenue. 

Michael Allcock was giving 
evidence on the opening day of 
the defence in his trial at the Old 
Bailey. He told jurors how his 
secret team of tax investigators 
operated in a clandestine way 
to reclaim large sums from rich 
foreign businessmen who owed 
substantial back-taxes to the 
Crown. 

On one occasion Mr All- 
cock went with a superior to 
Spain to collect tax from a 
Middle Eastern millionaire. 

“There were a lot of 
Lebanese gunmen present and 
I was told how one had previ- 
ously assassinated a former 
prime minister in fhris," said Mr 
Allcock. “The man I was nego- 
tiating with always had a pistol 
at his side and he had a num- 
ber of armed bodyguards in the 
bouse the whole time." 

Earlier Mr Anthony Arlidge 
QC, outlining the case for the 
defence, painted the picture of 
a talented but flawed individual 
who had become one of the In- 
land Revenue's highest fliers. 

“Michael Allcock was one of 
the most effective, if not the 
most effective tax gatherer in 
the special office." said Mr 
Arlidge. 

Mr Allcock would go where 
no one had ventured before and 
his group often lopped a league 
table of results within the de- 
partment, the QC told the court 
But Mr Arlidge went on to de- 
scribe how lhe. pressure of work 
combined with his wife's diag- 
nosis of cancer led him to seek 
solace in the arms of a prostitute. 
However, the QC stressed that 
the court was not to judge his 
morals, only whether or not he 
was guilty of corruption. 

“You may think that he be- 
haved like a four-letter man to- 
wards his wife, no doubt, but we 



Michael Allcock: Denies 
any form of bribery 

are not a court of morals, lei 
alone one of sexual politics. We 
are to consider not that he 
behaved badly, but was he 
corrupt," Mr Arlidge said. 

Mr All cock's affair with the 
former model and call girl 
Michelle Corrigan began" in 
1989. His wife fust became ill 
in 19SS and it was shortly after 
this that he and his wife took 
two holidays paid for hy a busi- 
nessman from the Middle East 

Bui Mr Allcock denies that 
this constituted any form of 
bribery as (be businessman had 
no tax liability at the time of the 
holidays and only funded the 
trips out of generosity and in 
order to aid Mrs Allcock's 
recuperation. 

Having left school ai 16. with 
just five O Levels, Mr Allcock’s 
rise to the senior position of 
group leader within the Inland 
Revenue bad been spectacular. 

He joined the Cokrhesier Dis- 
trict Tax Office in 1966. Trained 
and qualified as a tax inspector, 
he was sported as a recruit for 
the 61ite special-office team 
based in London in 1983. 

“Special office was an inves- 
tigative office set up to investi- 


gate avoidance and evasion of 
lax not appropriate to any oth- 
er office." said Mr Allcock. 

“I was told that we were the 
bottom line. When 1 started. I 
was given an empty desk and a 
telephone and told to get on 
with it. We were told to set our 
own agenda, we were the cut- 
ting edge and our rules and pro- 
cedures were outside normal 
rules and procedures." Mr 
Allcock said. 

Special-office investigators 
were encouraged to go and cul- 
tivate their own sources of in- 
telligence and information. Soon 
after starting ai the special of- 
fice, Michael Allcock used a so- 
cial acquaintance of his wile, who 
worked as a stock market trad- 
er to arrange an informal visit to 
the Stock Exchange. 

Mr Allcock's east - outgoing 
personality helped him form a 
number of personal relation- 
ships with Slock Exchange 
officials that led to an unprece- 
dented and mutually beneficial 
co-operation between the Rev- 
enue and market regulators. 
These contacts set Allcock and 
his team on a series of trails that 
were eventually to net the Inland 
Revenue many millions of 
pounds in unpaid (axes. 

One of the charges laid 
against the taxman relates to his 
receiving or accepting £155,000 
in cash in bribes from foreign 
businessmen. 

For the defence. Mr Arlidge 
argued that Mr AUcock would 
give evidence to explain bow he 
came by the money. Mr Arlidge 
told the jury how a childless el- 
derly couple gave substantial 
sums of money to Mr Allcock 
and his wife Sally. “They came 
to regard Sally as the daughter 
they never hadf said Mr Arlidge. 

Michael Allcock. 47, from 
Colchester, Essex, pleads not 


guilty to 11 charges of bribery 
and corruption between 1987 
and 1992. Ffishan Ahvan, 56, a 
consultant oil dealer from west 
London, denies three charges of 
attempting to bribe the Inland 
Revenue official. 

The trial continues. 
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"We want a quick, commercial reaction to our proposals 
from our bank . We get a fast, straight talking , no nonsense 
response ei>ery time. What else can you need from your Bank?” 
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Arafat set to gain 


PLO and Israel agree on 
middle of next year as 
date for military pull-out 


Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem 


A compromise between Israel 
and the PLO. I bong on mid- 1998 
as I he date for (he completion 
of Israel’s military withdrawal 
from much of the West Bank, 
may soon end the political 
stalemate which began when a 
right-wing government won the 
Israeli election last May. 

King Hussein of Jordan, sup- 
ported by the United States and 
Egypt, won acceptance for the 
new date for the three-stage 
withdrawal from Yasser Arafat, 
the Palestinian leader, and Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu. Israel's Prime 
Minister, late on Sunday night. 

Negotiators were yesterday 
working out the details in a 
Jerusalem hotel, “If there are 
no surprises we should be able 
to finish today. “said Hassan As- 
four. a Palestinian negotiator. 

In persuading Mr Arafat to 
accept a delay in the Israeli with- 
drawal. King Hussein reportedly 
told him: “If you're too firm. 
Bibi JNetanyahu] will win and 
there won't be a Hebron with- 
drawal." 

He added: “Even if you don’t 
trust him. it is better to commit 
Netanyahu to a particular date 
for fuither redeployment. And 
if Netanyahu doesn't fulfill his 
commitment, you will be able to 
raise an international hue and 


crv. 


The US is to offer a guaran- 
tee for the date of Israel's de- 
parture. the first stage of which 
will be on 28 February and the 
second, eight months later. The 
final and biggest redeployment, 
from all Palestinian villages, is 
to take place no later than 31 
August 1998, a year later than 
Mr Arafat agreed with the pre- 
vious Israeli government The 
agreement opens the way for Is- 
rael's immediate departure 


from 80 per cent of Hebron, the 
city of 120,000 people which is 
the capital of the southern West 
Bank. This was effectively par- 
titioned under the 1995 agree- 
ment to protect 400 Jewish 
settlers in the dty. For all Mr 
Netanyahu's c la im * to have im- 
proved the settlers* security, 
the new agreement differs lit- 
tle from the old. 

Negotiations over Hebron 
became a prolonged trial of 
strength between Mr Arafat 
and Mr Netanyahu, which the 
Palestinian leader appears to 
have won. Six months ago he 
was ignored by the Prime Min- 
ister but today he is close to 
forcing him to sign a version of 
the Oslo accords, which Mr Ne- 
tanyahu once denounced as a 
renunciation of Israel's historic 
right to the West Bank. 

“This is of immense signifi- 
cance for the right-wing Israeli 
public," says Joseph Alpher, di- 
rector of the Israel/Middle East 
Office of the American Jewish 
Committee in Jerusalem and a 
leading Israeli expert on the 
West Bank. 

Mr Alpher warns there may 
be a time bomb contained in the 
agreement, as it does not spell 
out the extent of the territory 
from which Israel is to withdraw. 
Mr Arafat expects to get 90 per 
cent of the West Bank in 1998: 
he may only be offered 50 per 
cent. If Mr Netanyahu presses 
ahead with plans to expand the 
number of Israeli settlers, a con- 
frontation will be postponed 
rather than averted. 

Will the agreement touch 
off a revolt on the Israeli right? 
Seven out of IS ministers are 
said to oppose the Hebron 
agreement Bui they will be ner- 
vous of pushing Mr Netanyahu 
towards a national unity gov- 
ernment with Labour. The set- 
tlers also have no political 




sex 




& • 


. .A! 

. VUtfU 

, .:k l 






. • « 

i ? *. 


viC 
•> . .. 






Is 


.. ■*.*!• 


■ •* * 


• A ri 

bj 

• : •;» ra 
•? ■.:**! 
— .ft 


. rvi, 

c:;r:*T 

• 

: 

•• ! i fi 

■ v .i 4 


Face to faith: Mr Arafat introducing King Hussein of Jordan to an ultra -Orthodox rabbi near the Palestinian leader’s office in Gaza 


Photograph: Reuters 
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alternative to Mr Netanyahu. 
But. as they showed when 
Baruch Goldstein massacred 
29 people in Hebron in 1994, 
they turn to violence when po- 
litically isolated. 


The history of the Hebron 
talks shows Mr Netanyahu over- 
played his hand. He believed 
Labour had created exaggerat- 
ed expectations among Pales- 
tinians and tried to lower them 


by provocations, culminating 
in the opening of a tunnel in 
Jerusalem exiting in the Mus- 
lim quarter. Palestinian re- 
sponse was bloody. Fifteen 
Israelis and 60 Palestinians 


were killed- Mr Netanyahu was 
dearly caught by surprise. He 
began to court Mr Arafat whom 
he had previously spurned. 

The September violence con- 
vinced the Arab world the new 


Israeli leader was hardline and 
unpredictable. They shifted 
closer to Mr Arafat. Western 
Europe actively supported the 
Palestinian leader. After the 
Washington summit in October, 


the US began to act as a medi- 
ator, limiting Mr Netanyahu's 
ability to act unilaterally. 

In retrospect he may regret 
he did not opt for an early pull 
out from Hebron. 
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Paris and Bonn hail Major, their flexible friend 
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Sarah Heim 

Brussels 


John Majors latest ideas for a 
“flexible” Europe, allowing 
countries to pool powers at 
:eds, are beir 


Paris, officials expressed relief 
that at last Britain was talking, 
which was “encouraging". 


Barriers to the new multi-speed Europe 


France and Germany pro- 
nber that deri- 


different speeds, are being cau- 
tiously welcomed in Pans and 
Bonn, as the possible key to a 
new trealy deal. 

Senior French and German 
officials say that they now see 
signs of a compromise from Mr 
Major, which could allow them 
to pursue their next round of in- 
tegration plans without Britain 
and without an automatic 
British veto. 

A deal on flexibility now ap- 
peared to be “95 per cent 
there”a source in Bonn said. In 


posed in November 
sions on whether groups within 
the ELI can share powers with- 
out the rest should be taken by 
qualified majority vote among 
member states. Until now Mr 
Major has insisted that Britain 
must be able to veto any attempt 
by other nations to develop 
common policies without 
Britain, to ensure that it is not 
permanently isolated. 

Comments made by Mr Ma- 
jor in recent days, and outline 
proposals presented to the 
Dutch presidency; have given 
Britain’s partners reason to 


Any new EU rules on flexibility 
must take account of the following 
points: 

1) What areas of EU policy can the 
fast-stream pursue? Wtould areas with 
obvious cross-border implications, 
such as the single market, transport 
and environment be excluded? 

2) Who should pay for policies pur- 
sued under this arrangement? Will 
those left in the slow lane be liable 
for any costs? 

3) Will those left out be able to ioin 


later if they change their minds? 

4) Will those left out have any say 
over policies taken by the fast- 
streamers? For example, if an inner 
core decide to set up their common 
police force, would those outside have 
any influence over that force? 

5) Should there be a general clause 
in the treaty setting out procedures 
for pursuing flexibility? Or should de- 
cisions to go “multi-speed* be tak- 
en on a case by case basis? 

6) How will Europe's institutions re- 


spond to this multi-speed doasion 
making. How can the European 
Courts jurisdiction be varied to take 
account of different “core groups*? 

7) Should it be for the commission 
to propose policies be shared by a 
particular group of countries? Or 
should it be for member states to 
make the suggestion? 

8) Europe is trying to get closer to 
the citizen. But in a multi-speed Eu- 
rope, how will the citizen understand 
what on earth is going on? 


hope that Britain may relax its 
stand on the use of the veto 
when it comes to “flexibility”. 

The Prime Minister has not 
said be would relinquish the 
right to veto such moves. How- 


ever, in recent days, he has spo- 
ken out so enthusiastically in 
favour of a “flexible" Europe 
that his partners sense a con- 
cession. There are signs that 
France and Germany are also 


willing to compromise, allowing 
countries to veto moves to- 
wards “flexibility” where it can 
be argued that their national in- 
terest is jeopardised. 

The Prime Minister has 


signalled that be is particularly 
open to his partners sharing 
greater policy-making in areas 
of immigration and criminal 
justice. His comments were 
enough yesterday to breathe 
new life into negotiations in Am- 
sterdam on EU treaty reform. 

While several of Britain’s 
partners are rejoicing at any sign 
of British goodwill, in other 
quarters Mr Major's sudden dis- 
play of enthusiasm for allowing 
Europe to pool powers at dif- 
ferent paces is being viewed 
with scepticism. Pro-European 
critics in Britain describe the ini- 
tiative as a risky ploy to buy off 
Tor}’ Euro-sceptics in the 
run-up to the election. 

Labour, which is likely to be 


in power when the next treaty areas, suchas transport and the 
is signed later this year, is de- environment Hie commission 
termined to maintain Britain’s' is also afraid’ that the angle mar- 


veto over the rights of other 
countries to pool sovereignty in 
core groups. Sue b moves could 
leave Britain isolated without in- 
fluence at Europe’s “top table” 
Labour says. 

Within the European Com- 
mission the prospect of build- 
ing a flexible multi-speed 
Europe is sparking an increas- 


ingly fierce debate. Although 
flexmflit 


ity could allow countries 
to continue to make progress to- 
wards greater integration, it 
could also bring about greater 
fragmentation of the union. 

Flexibility would simply be 
unworkable in many EU policy 


ket could be jeopardised, and 
countries might start asking for 
exemption from unpopular 
state-aid or competition policies. 

The EU has already become 
increasingly “flexible”, as dif- 
ferent member states - partic- 
ularly Britain - have recoiled 
from certain policy proposals. 
“Flexibility may be a tempting 
idea for Mr M^jor because it ap- 
pears to let Britain of the' hook 
but EU purists don't like it at 
all,” a senior commission offi- 
cial said. 

In the new treaty negotia- 
tions, however, several states see 
flexibility as the key to progress. 
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Army mobilises as South Korea 
prepares for largest ever strike 
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Richard Lloyd Parry 

Seoul 


The government of President 
Kim Young Sam yesterday 
showed signs of stepping back 
in a three-week-old labour dis- 
pute, but soldiers were being 
mobilised to run public services 
as South Korean workers pre- 
pared themselves for the first 
day of their biggest ever national 
strike. 

Ceremonies marking the 
beginning of the strike were 
held at midnight last night in 900 
firms nationwide. From 4am 
today, members of the official- 
ly recognised Federation of 
Korean Trade Unions were to 
embark on a range of stoppages 
from frill strikes to work to rule. 

Tomorrow they win be joined 
bv the unauthorised Korean 


Confederation of Trade Unions, 
and union leaders anticipate a 
turn-out of one million workers 
in hospitals, hotels, shipyards, 
television companies, public 
transport, taxis, telecommuni- 
cations and banks. It will be the 
first time since 1987 that both 
blue- and white-collar workers 
have united, when widespread 
civil unrest forced the then mil- 
itary dictatorship to call 
democratic elections. 

Two and a half thousand 
soldiers were being prepared to 
run trains and telecom offices 
yesterday, and there were fur- 
ther confrontations between 
trade unionists and police 
outside Myongdong Roman 
Catholic cathedral in Seoul, 
where seven strike leaders are 
seeking sanctuary against arrest 
warrants. A few dozen banking 


and shipyard workers shouted 
anti-government slogans at riot 
police blocking their route to 
the cathedral. But the demon- 
stration lacked the ferocity of 
previous encounters, and the 
strikers eventually dispersed of 
their own accord. 

Twenty-thousand workers in 
the Hyundai motor plant rallied 
in the city of Ulsan. Speaking 
in Seoul, the strike leader. 
Kwon Young-gil said: “Presi- 
dent Kim must decide what is 
more important saving his face 
or the national economy.” 

A senior figure in the New 
Korea Party (NKP), Lee Hong- 
koo, made a highly symbolic vis- 
it to the cathedral yesterday 
morning, and met the Cardinal 
of Seoul Stephen Kim, in an ap- 
parent attempt to soften the un- 
compromising image which the 


government has so far project- 
ed during the dispute. 

The argument is about two 
legislative revisions - to a labour 
act and to a national security 
law, which were railroaded 
through the National Assembly 
in a secret session of NKP rep- 
resentatives on Boxing Day. 
The former gives new freedom 
to companies to lay off workers; 
the latter expands the powers of 
the Agency for National Secu- 
rity Planning, the former 
Korean CIA. 

The unions are refusing to 
talk to the government until the 
bills are scrapped, along with the 
warrants for the arrest of their 
leaders. The visit of Mr Lee, the 
chairman of the NKP and inthe 
running to succeed President 
Kim in elections in December, 
may represent a first attempt by 


the government to find an 
elegant way of stepping down. 

Much now depends on the 
effectiveness of this week's 
general strike. Much of the 
action taken so far appears to 
be more symbolic than damag- 
ing, and while the unions put the 
numbers of strikers yesterday at 
195.000, the government esti- 
mate was 65,000. A large turn- 
out today and tomorrow win put 
renewed pressure on President 
Kim.but also risks alie n ating the 
public which so far appears 
moderately syrapatheticto the 
strikers. 

Significantly, the Seoul stock 
exchange has been virtually un- 
affected by the disturbances, 
and the share price of the 
beleaguered Hyundai Motor 
Corporation actually rose by 
1.79 per cent yesterday. 
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Teresa Poole 

Peking 


The Dalai Lama plans to visit 
Taiwan in a move which 


is 


certain to infuriate Peking. 

Chin Hsin, head of the island 
nation’s Chinese Buddhist As- 
sociation, said yesterday: “We 
will arrange one or two speech- 
es and he will visit some tem- 
ples. He will have absolutely no 
official contacts or activities.” 
MrOiin said the visit could lake 
place as soon as March. Any 
such trip would be seen by 
Peking as a double affront to the 
integrity of Chinese sovereign- 
ty. China’s government con- 
siders the exiled Tibetan leader 


to be a “splittist” while also ha- 
bitually accusing Taiwan of 
seeking de facto independence 
through its diplo- raatic links. 

However, any visit will also 
have to be handled carefully by 
Taipei which, like Peking, con- 
siders Tibet to be an inalienable 
part of China. The Dalai Lama 
will only be welcomed as a re- 
ligious and not a political figure. 

Peking will grimace at 
another meeting today when 
Taiwan’s vice-president. Lien 
Chan, visits the Vatican and sees 
the Pope. China has already 
criticised this meeting, saying 
that it would be pan ofTsuwan’s 
attempts to “create two Chinas". 

With 1997 seeing the return 


of Hong Kong to the mainland, 
China’s leaders are becoming 
increasingly aggressive in trying 
to undermine Taiwan's minimal 
diplomatic identity. On Friday, 
Chinavetoed a United Nations 
resolution to send peace- 
keepers to Guatemala, one of 
several Central American 
countries with diplomatic rela- 
tions with Taipei rather than 
Peking. The resolution would 
have allowed 155 observers to 
go to Guatemala to monitor the 
peace deal which it is hoped has 
ended the 36 year civil war. 

Last week was the first time 
in 24 years that China has used 
its UN veto, and a signal that it 
is now prepared to be more 


ruthless in seeking to undermine 
Taiwan. Guatemala has sup- 


ported Taiwan’s mostly symbolic 
attempts to regain a UN s 
A strident editorial yesterday in 


seat. 


the official China Daily said: 
“Guatemala has to reap what it 
has sown.” 

About 30 countries, mostly in 
Central America and Africa, 
recognise Taiwan rather than 
China, but Taipei received a 
severe blow in November when 
South Africa said it would 
switch allegiance to the main- 
land. That move leaves the 
Vatican as the most significant 
diplomatic ally, one which 
Taipei is doing everything it can 
to preserve. 
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Clinton 
pleads for 
delay in 
sex case 


Rupert Cornwell 

^Washington 


In a precedent-setting case, 
lawyers for the former Arkansas 
state employee Paula Corbin 
Jones yesterday urged the US 
Supreme Court to compel Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton to answer 
while in office the sexual- 
harassment lawsuit she has 
brought against him. 

In oral” arguments, Gilbert 
Davis, lead attorney for Ms 
Joaes, urged that the case go 
forward forthwith, as ordered 
last year in a federal appeals 
court judgment Mr Clinton is 
now appealing. “Justice de- 
layed is justice denied,*’ Mr 
Davis sai<l noting that as a sit- 
ting president, Mr Clinton had 
already testified at length in two 
separate Whitewater trials, 
dealing with events before he 
entered the White House. 

But in pleading for a post- 
ponement, Robert Bennett, 
representing the President, 
stressed the overriding impor- 
tance of not disrupting the ex- 
ecutive governance of the 
country. “Here you have a sit- 
ting President We are saying 
‘We*!! give Ms Jones her day in 
court Only let’s not do it now'." 

Mr Bennett seemed on 
shakier ground when he cited 
a 1982 court ruling for Richard 
Nixon, in effect granting a pres- 
ident immuni ty from Civil suits 
arising from his conduct in of- 
fice. The comparison seemed ir- 
relevant, Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist and various col- 
leagues complained, noting that 
the alleged incident dated back 
to 1991, and bad nothing to do 
with Mr Clinton’s duties as 
Governor of Arkansas. 

Justice Sandra Day O’Con- 
nor wondered whether the tem- 
porary immunity sought by Mr 
Bennett would apply if a case 
involving the President con- 
cerned a domestic issue such as 
child custody. Antonin Scalia, 


the leader of the court’s con- 
servative faction, was sceptical 
about Mr Clinton’s contention 
that the case would be a lime- 
consuming distraction. It might 
mean die President bad to give 
up some golf games, he noted. 

Ms Jones’s lawyers said the 
case was relatively uncompli- 
cated, a matter of one person's 
word against another’s. “This 
will not take very long," Mr 
Davis told reporters after the 
hour of oral arguments. “A 
president is the same as you or 

me in his personal capacity 

his office has privileges and im- 
munities. but he cannot claim 
a personal privilege." 

That is the issue the justices 
must rule on, before July. How- 
ever, another lawyer for Ms 
Jones again left open the pos- 
sibility of an out-of-court set- 
tlement, perhaps similar to the 
one the two sides almost 
achieved in 1994, just before Ms 
Jones filed her $700,000 
(£417,000) suit that Mr Clinton 
had made sexual advances to 
her in a Little Rock hotel. 

Many court-watchers sus- 
pect they will “split the differ- 
ence", deferring the trial until 
Mr Clinton has left office but 
allowing gathering of evidence, 
or “discovery," to go ahead. 

Ms Jones’s representatives 
again denied she is a gold-dig- 
ger. or the creature of right-wing 
anti-Clinton groups. She want- 
ed simply to restore her good 
name. “Money is not a factor in 
this case," Mr Davis said. 

And that seemed the pre- 
vailing view of demonstrators 
outside the Supreme Court 
building. Many bore placards 
with slogans like “President or 
King?" and “Stop Ducking 
Your responsibility, Mr Presi- 
dent.” A president “has the right 
to protections the course of his 
duties,” said one protester. 
Washington office worker Kristi 
Hamrick, “but sexual harass- 
ment is not one of those duties." 



Out on the streets: A gas-masked student protesting with thousands of others in Sofia yesterday Photograph: Reuters 

Bulgaria workers gain ground 


Adrian Bridge 

Central Europe Correspondent 


Protesters calling for fresh elec- 
tions in Bulgaria yesterday suc- 
ceeded in winning the workers 
over to their side”, thereby pil- 
ing yet more pressure on the 
country’s ruling Socialist Party. 

Hundreds of dockers and oil 
refinery workers in the Black 
Sea ports of Varna and Burgas 
downed tools in what was ex- 
pected to be the first of a wave 
of strikes. Thousands of miners 
are expected to follow suit to- 
day with tens of thousands of 


workers nationwide joining in 
tomorrow. 

With the demonstrations in 
Bulgaria only entering their 
second week, the enlisting of 
trade-union support marked a 
significant triumph for the op- 
position. 

The Bulgarian economy - 
with annual inflation running at 
more than 300 per cent and av- 
erage monthly salaries down to 
the equivalent of £12 - is in a 
perilous state and a full-blood- 
ed general strike would be dis- 
astrous. 

The Socialist Party last night 


appeared keen to compromise. 
After a crisis meeting or the par- 
ty leadership, a statement said 
that the party would be 
prepared to discuss an early gen- 
eral election with the opposition 
and that it had drafted a 
programme aimed at bringing 
the country out of its political 
and economic crises. 

The offer echoed Sundays 
proposition made by Socialist 
Party leader Georgi Parvauov 
that elections, which are not due 
for almost two years, could 
be brought forward to this year 
in return for opposition support 


for another Socialist-led 
government in the medium 
term. 

In addition to calling for 
strike action, opposition lead- 
ers are also planning to stage 
daily street demonstrations, 
modelled along the lines of 
those in Serbia. 

Tens of thousands of people 
were again on the streets of 
Sofia yesterday, though unlike 
the protests on Friday, when 
more than 100 were injured in 
clashes with riot police, the 
demonstration passed off 
peacefully. 


significant shorts 


Gunfire heard 
from Peru 

siege building 

Machine-gun and 
automatic-weapon fire was 
heard from the besieged 
Japanese ambassador's 
residence seconds after an 
International Red Cross 
mediator had walked from 
the building. Police 
commandos who are 
surrounding the building 
went on to immediate alert 
and the mediator. Michel 
Min nig, returned to the 
residence to check on the 
shots. There was no 
immediate news on why the 
guerrillas of the Tupac 
Amaru Liberation Front had 
opened fire or on what but 
most analysts said that the 
bursts of gunfire were 
probably a message of 
defiance after Mr Minoig 
delivered the government's 
latest message. 

Phil Davison - Lima 

Backing fir 
MflosevicMers 

Officially it was a celebration 
of Lhe Serbian New Year’s 
Eve but in reality a gathering 
in Belgrade last night was 
another show of solidarity 
against the Serbian regime. 
There is still no sign tbat die 
President, Slobodan 
Milosevic, is ready to step 
down but yesterday Dobrica 
Cosjc, who was once a famed 
nationalist and a Milosevic 
confidant, distanced himself, 
attacking the continued 
failure of the government to 
recognise opposition victories 
in municipal elections on 17 
November. 

Slew Crawshaw - Belgrade 

Spaniard set 
for top EU role 

The Spanish conservative 
Jose Maria Gil Robles 
looked certain to be elected 
speaker of the European 
Parliament following a pact 
between its two biggest 
groups. Mr Gfl Robles's 
European Popular Party and 
the European Socialist Party 
of the current speaker, Klaus 
Haenschof Germany, have 
agreed to alternate in the job 
every two and a half years. 
Reuter- Strasbourg 


Sudanese accuse 
Ethiopia of 
border shelling 

Sudan said Ethiopia had 
attacked two border towns, 
and the Sudanese President, 
Omar Hussan el Bashir, had 
called for a general 
mobilisation. The general 
command of the Sudanese 
armed forces said units in 
Kunnuk and Qeissan, 360 
miles from the capital. 
Khartoum, came under 
intensive shelling from inside 
Ethiopia. Cairo - Reuter 

SA may sell 
aims to Syria 

South Africa is considering 
selling tank firing control 
systems to Syria, and is 
studying whether it would 
violate Washington's 
Counterterrorism Act, which 
requires the US to sanction 
countries which provide 
lethal military equipment to 
state sponsors of terrorism. 
■4P - Johannesburg 

Mice to poison 
theatmogtoe 

Police in a town in Java plan 
to use cobras to break up 
demonstrations and compel 
suspects to confess. “The 
cobras will be used to 
intimidate suspects ... and to 
disperse mass riots," Alex 
Bam hang Riadmojo, of the 
Bekasi police, was quoted as 
saying. AP - Jakarta 

Hermit state 
gets Web habit 

North Korea, one of the most 
reclusive nations, will open 
its first site on the World 
Wide Web this week, its 
Japanese distributors said. 
Reuter- Tokyo 

Britonfe killer 
senttoprisen 

Steffen Hartmann, 19, was 
jailed for three years for 
killing a British worker, Lee 
Hawthorn, by running him 
over in a stolen car and 
dragging his body six miles. 
Ratter- Schwerin 


Russia urges Belarus union 


Phfl Reeves 

Moscow 


Russia’s increasingly bad-tem- 
pered relationship with the 
West soured further yesterday 
when Boris Yeltsin revealed 
his latest ploy to foil Nato 
expansion - a proposal to forge 
ahead with a union with the 
wayward former Soviet repub- 
lic of Belarus. 

Sergei Yastrzhembsky, 
spokesman for the pneumo- 
nia-stricken President, revealed 
yesterday that Mr Yeltsin had 


written to Belarus’s leader, 
Alexander Lukashenko, saying 
both countries should now 
consider holding referenda over 
“one form or another" of 
unification. 

Although details were lack- 
ing. Mr Yeltsin appears to be 
contemplating a close marriage 
with his Slavic neighbours; his 
letter mentioned establishing a 
shared budget, common cur- 
rency and taxation laws and 
integrated energy systems by the 
end of the year, Mr Yas- 
trzhembsky said. 


It was clear the letter was in- 
tended to be seen as part of 
Russia's counter-offensive 
against Nato’s proposals to ex- 
pand into Eastern Europe, ini- 
tially into Poland, the Czech 
Republic and Hungary. 

But the manoeuvre is yet an- 
other example of Russia’s more 
hostile policy towards the West, 
and will stoke up the ill feeling 
that has recently surfaced on 
several other fronts - notably, 
over Moscow's willingness to 
sell arms to Cyprus, squabbles 
over spying, and Russian threats 


to impose economic sanctions 
against Estonia. 

Russia's wooing of Belarus is 
certain to grate with Western 
leaders, who only two mouths 
ago watched on disapproving- 
ly as Mr Lukashenko helped 
himself to dictatorial powers 
after forcing through a new 
constitution. 

Yesterday, the Council of 
Europe which specialises in 
human rights, suspended Be- 
larus’s “special guest” status, 
saying the constitution failed to 
meet democratic standards. 


Why republicanism would 
get short shrift in Denmark 


Britain’s royal family might well envy 
Queen Margrethe, writes Imre Karacs 

were to become by some act of 
God a republic overnight, “she 
would be elected its president" 
according to a royal-watcher. 

Maigrethe's relationship with 
her subjects and the press might 
well be envied by her second 
cousin in England. Instead of 
pursuing her relentlessly, Dan- 
ish tabloids meekly follow her 
weekly agenda, and are first to 
leap to her defence when her 

honour has been slighted. 

This happened last week, 
when a Swedish paper de- 
nounced her because of her 




The souvenir stalls of Copen- 
hagen are groaning under roy- 
al memorabilia. Almost every 
day a new book appears, 
pro misin g another revelation, 
but delivering little more than 
insights into the sovereign’s 

. passion for embroidciy. 

m, the commemorative is- 
sues and kitsch marking tbesfl- 

. verjubDee of Queen Margrethe 
U axe selling weD. Not all Danes 
will be celebrating this week’s 
anniversary with frenzied pas- 
sion, but most will be quietly re- 
joicing that, after 25 years on the 

throne, she is still going strong- 
Of referendums to end tne 
monarchy there is not a whis- 

fobon she erases stop - ^ noted, smoked out of 

to the extent that, if Denmark journal*^ 0 f the cameras, 

whereas Margrethe puffed away 
publicly even while visiting a 
care centre for asthmatics, ash- 
tray-bearing servants in tow. 

“Let the Queen smoke in 
pear*," thundered a Danish 
tabloid; “Mind your own busi- 
ness. Sweden-., screamed 
Copenhagen s equivalent of the 
Sun . The Swedish press bad to 
apologise, hiring an electronic 
billboard in Copenhagen to- 
flash the message: Our read- 
ers beg the Queen s pardon . 

Today Margrethe hosts a 
thanksgiving service for her 
closet-smoking relatives in 
Scandinavia, and tomorrow she 
will ride through Copenhagen 
in a carriage pipcesBon, andai- 
t«*nd a command performance 
of the Danish Royal Ballet in 
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Queen Margrethe: Goes out 
to do the shopping herself 

the evening. That will be the end 
of the pageantry - a small cel- 
ebration for a no-frills house- 
hold that prides itself on its low 
cost to the tax-payer and even 
lower profile. 

The royal family consists of 
six people - the Queen Moth- 
er, the Queen and her Consort, 
two princes and one princely 
wife. They all go about their 
business without fuss, on foot 
rather than bicycles, and con- 
duct themselves admirably. The 
abiding image is of the Queen 
returning to the Amalienborg 
Palace from a day’s shopping, 
laden with carrier bags. 

Margrethe meets her minis- 
ters every week, and while she 
does not intervene directly in 
political matters, she can be out- 


spoken on moral issues. In ber 
New Year messages she often 
scolds Danes for their short- 
comings, urging them repeat- 
edly to open their society to 
foreigners. She is married to one 
herself, a French aristocrat 
named Henri de MonpezaL, 
and her daughter-in-law hails 
from Hong Kong. 

Unlike some of her relatives 
abroad, the Queen combines 
moral authority with intellectual 
prowess. She speaks English, 
French, German and Swedish 
fluently, has studied archaeol- 
ogy, philosophy and law at 
Cambridge, the LSE, the Sor- 
bonne and Danish universities. 
Her CV also credits her with the 
translation of a book by Simone 
de Beauvoir, illustrations for the 
Danish edition of Lord of the 
Rings, and abstract paintings 
that have been exhibited and 
favourably reviewed. 

There are, naturally, some 
flaws in her character but she 
makes no attempt to hide them. 
She is headstrong, has a sharp 
longue, keeps her family on a 
tight rein, and admits that, in the 
57th year of her life, she is show- 
ing no sign of mellowing with 
age. With no major scandals 
lurking, the Danish press can 
only fawn. “I wish I could tell 
you about some bad things, 
but there just aren’t any," said 
Bo Draebel, court correspon- 
dent of Copenhagen's leading 
broadsheet, Beriingske Tuiende. 
“Our royal family know how to 
behave. In a small country, we 
would know if they didn’t." 
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Meet Megan. 


Megan’s reading a booklet 
that carefully explains the whole 
process of buying a huuse. 


Megan's buying a house - well actually in 
her case it's a ground floor flat like most 
people, she was finding the whole process quite 
overwhelming, but last week she phoned for a 
free Midland guide and is now feeling 
pretty confident It contains details on 
everything from making an offer 10 
getting the right mortgage. So if you're 
thinking of buying a house why not call 
us and ask for one of our guides 
(there's one especially for first-time 
buyers}. In due course well also send 
you information about our latest mortgage 
packages which, like our guides, are designed 
to make buying a house as easy as possible. 
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Kenneth Coyte 



Kenneth Coyle was a leading 
figure in television news, but be- 
cause his work was done behind 
the scenes, he was little known 
to the general public. For the 
past 16 years he was the Chief 
Executive of Worldwide Tele- 
vision News, one of the two 
great international agencies 
which dominate the provision of 
news in pictures to television 
stations throughout the world. 
The other contender in this 
highly competitive process is 
Reuter's Television - formerly 
Visnews. The scale of these 
operations is huge. 

WTN sends ouu 24 hours a 
day. a stream of news pictures 
which are used by more than a 
thousand nation-wide broad- 
casters. local stations and cable 
operators. Ted Turner's satellite 
station. CNN. draws much of its 
news from WTN. 

Coyte was born in Leeds in 
1932, the son of a chartered ac- 
countant. He was educated at 
Blundell's School in Devon, 
and did National Service in the 
Royal Engineers. He then read 
Law at Sidney Sussex College. 
Cambridge, where he edited die 
university newspaper. Varsity. 


After graduating he look, in 
1954, the bold step of free- 
lancing in New York, where he 
became a contributor to 
Newsweek and to the Saturday 
Review. Tins contact with the 
America of the mid-1950s was 
to forge two linlc^ of great sig- 
nificance for his future. He 
met, and married, Patsy Mache. 
It was a marriage of enduring 
happiness which lasted until 
her death a year ago. And in 
New York Coyte came into 
contact with television news, 
then m its infancy. He secured 
a foothold in this new medium 
as a reporter for UPMT, the 
first agency set up to provide 
news m pictures to television 
stations. UPMT was a joint 
venture by 20th Century Fox, 
and United Press, the American 
wire service which supplied 
written news to newspapers 
and radio stations. 

Coyte rose quickly to be- 
come UPMT’s International 
Manager, based in Paris. Early 
in the 1960s he made his only 
break from television news, 
when he moved to London as 
Regional Manager for the Unit- 
ed Press written news service. 


In 1968 Kenneth Coyte was 
drawn back into television. 
UPMT had found its position 
in the international news 
market gravely weakened by 
the rise of a competitor, Vis- 
news, founded mainly by the 
BBC, and, within the lucrative 
United States market, by the 
news services of the three main 
networks, NBC, CBS, and 
ABC. 

It found an ally in ITN. who 
joined it to form a new com- 
pany, UPITN. Coyte became its 
vice-president in charge of 
its operations outside North 
America. It was a formidable 
task. He had not only to or- 
ganise the coverage of tne news, 
but also to sell the service, and 
to organise its distribution at a 
time when the shipping of film 
by air freight was giving way to 
transmission by satellite. 

For the next decade he had 
to do this against a background 
of consta nt stra in and upheaval 
within UPITN. Many of the 
ITV programme companies 
who owned ITN disliked this 
risky venture, and begrudged it 
the capital necessary for its de- 
velopment. Attempts to secure 


capital from other sources 
brought short-term respite at 
the price of even greater long- 
term problems. 

In 1971 Paramount Pictures, 
Audi with cash after the success 
of The G odfath er, bought a half 
share in UPITN. They hoped to 
base a new fourth television net- 
work in the United States on a 
nationwide UPITN nightly 
news show. The show was ex- 
cellent, being produced by Buit 
Reinhardt and Reese Scbonfeld, 
who were to go on to mount 
CNN for Ed Ibrner. But the 
costs of transmitting it by land- 
line and micro-wave (satellite 
f rangmiyj on Wi thin the US harf 
not then been developed) 
proved too high. After a few 
months, and the loss of a mil- 
lion dollars. Paramount called 
a halt. 

The man who bought Para- 
mount’s shares brought prob- 
lems of another kind. John 
McGoff was the owner of a 
small chain of newspapers, and 
a radio station, in Michigan. Yet 
he produced SlJm in cash for 
a half share of UPITN. 

Four years later the mystery 
was explained. When the 


Vomer government fell in 
South Africa, a Commission of 
Inquiry found that its Minister 
of information , Cornelius Mul- 
der, bad advanced the money 
to McGoff in the belief that 
part-ownership of an interna- 
tional news agency would bring 
propaganda advantages for 
South Africa. He was greatly 
mistaken. Not only were UPI 
and ITN, with their own repu- 
tations at stake, watchful for 
anything in the UPITN service 
winch smacked of bias, but 
they were aware that any hint 
of bias could wreck the rale of 
foe service. 

These upheavals placed a 
great strain on Kenneth Coyte. 
Though fully aware of the pre- 
carious position of the compa- 
ny, he maintained a steady, 
cheerful, calm, recruiting and 
encouraging staff, travelling 
frequently, and for long dis- 
tances, to sell the service in the 
fara» of fierce competition from 
the lavishly endowed Visnews 
competitor. His determination 
was rewarded when, in 1979, 
the truth about McGofFs fi- 
nances was revealed. ITN 
moved swiftly to buy his shares, 



Coyta: steely determination 


and remove any trace of a link, 
however tenuous, with the 
apartheid regime of South 
Africa. And they made Coyte 
chief executive, with the title of 
president. 

He succeeded brilliantly- The 
198Qssawa rapid growth in tele- 
vision stations throughout thee 
world. Coyte saw to it that the 


newcomers became subscribers 

to his service. The name of the 

company was changed to the 
more easily remembered 
TOjridwide "television News - 
WTN. He diversified the prod- 
uct AJongsde hard daily news 
he offered special packages 
dealing with sport, entertam- 
ment, the arts, travel and the 
environment By 1986 the com- 
oany was firmly in profit He in- 
stalled it in new, custom-built 
premises at Camden Lock in 
London. During his years in 
charge the turnover increased 
sevenfold. 

Above all, Coyte kept WTN 
in the forefront of news gath- 
ering. It came triumphantly 
through the severe test of the 
GuJfWkr. It could rightly daim 
that h dominated that story, 
with a long list of stories in 
which it was first with its 
coverage. 

Kenneth Coyte was very 

much a Yorkshire man - so 
much so that it was only partly 
in jest that he fold his children 
that they should ensure that 
their children were bom with- 
in the boundaries of Yorkshire, 
so that they could play cricket 


for the county without argu- 
ment A sturdy, powerfully built 
man, he had a quiet raxme^ 
never forcing his opinions on 
others, but ready, wbetf-the 
rime came, with a well thought 
out view of he own. His Ifoifc- 
shire character came through 
above all in his steely dettfmi- 
nari nn and in his sense of hu- 
inour. Cahn in crisis — and the 
first 10 years of UPITNwere 
one long crisis - he could see, 
and relish the elements of com- 
edy which are part -of most 
crises. He was both a good ed- 
itor and a good chief executive, 

. skilled at selecting subordi- 
nates, and firm andyet relaxed 
in his dealings with them.^ 
Though his life was spent oat ; 
of the spotlight, Kenneth Coyte 
was one of the great pioneers' 
of television j ouroafism, a man 
of high standards, courage, and 
human warmth. 
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Kenneth Anthony Coyte, jour- 
nalist and television executive: 
bom Leeds 6 February 1932;- 
married Patsy Mache (deceased; 
three sons, three daughters);died 
Cheltenham 6 January 1997 . ; 
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The Vagabond Lover*: O'Connor fn his dre ss in g -room, 1950 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 


The 12 ting-voiced singer of 
Irish songs Cavan O’Connor 
spent virtually his whole life on 
the stage. Handsome, with an 
at tra ctive tenor voice, in the 
Twenties and Thirties he won 
all hearts as he made his en- 
trance dressed in a white suit 
with crumpled white slouch 
hat to match. He strolled on 
and off, performing popular 
songs in which he had the au- 
dience chorusing with him, 
always ending with such senti- 
mental n umb ers of the day as 
“When I Leave the World 
Behind" and “In the Still of 
the Night”. But the songs 
for which he was best known 
were “I'll Take You Home 
Again Kathleen” and his sig- 
nature, “I'm Only a Strolling 
Vagabond". 

Clarence Patrick O'Connor, 
as he was christened by his par- 
ents, left Ireland for England in 
1899, shortly after he was bom. 
when the family settled in Not- 
tingham. His Irish father died 
a few years later and his Eng- 
lish mother, in straitened cir- 
cumstances and with a chfld to 
support, found little Carrie 
odd jobs at an early age before 
the First World War. He was 
wounded in the war at the age 
of 16 while serving in the Roy- 
al Horse Artillery. Demobbed, 


he got work wherever be could 
as a busker and pub singer, 
despite his untrained voice he 
made quite a mark at working 
men’s dubs, supplementing his 
mother’s income. 

While still a youngster he 
developed a typically light voice 
with a strong Irish lilt- He 
came down to London from 
Nottin gham in his )atc teens 
with the professional stage in 
his sights. He took bookings 
wherever he could find them - 
and a “singing Irishman” in 
those days was welcome on 
any bill, which would indude 
such distinctive national types 
as Thlbot OTanreH the Scots 
Will Fyffe and “Our Hebrew 
Friend” J ulian Rose. 

Young Clarence did more 
than play variety and was set on 
.-rin ging straight in his spare 
time. He knocked on the 
door of the head of the Royal . 
Academy of Music, Sir Hugh 
Allan, and be, impressed by 
O'Connor's voice and person- 
ality, gave him the chance to 
study musical theory, an asset 
that enabled the ex-busker to 
make more serious stage ap- 
pearances, and to drop tns orig- 
inal stage name, Clarence 
Patrick, for that of Cavan 
O’Connor. 

He was at the Old Vic as a 


singing “super” in the early 
Twenties and recorded his first 


solo song for the BBC in the 
old Savoy ICQ days of 1925. He 
was offered engagements at 
Covent Garden and courses of 
learning to sing in internation- 
al seasons as a chorus bey in 
Italian and G erman 
This varied existence led to 
work with Sir Nigel Playfair 
at the popular Lyric The- 
atre, Hammersmith, when he 
showed his true versatility by 
playing small roles and under- 
studying in such operas as 7%e 
Duenna (1924). The Beggar’s 
Opera (1925) and AJ. Herbert’s 
Riverside Nights (1926). As- 
sorted singing roles followed 
when he appeared in Viennese 
operetta at the old Gaiety 
Theatre in the West End. 

An association with Hugo 
Rignoki gave him work as a reg- 
ular soloist with such musical 
combinations as Fred Hartley’s 
Quintet, where the various 
members included such talents 
of the day as George Mela- 
chrino, Chappie cf Amato and 
Alfredo Campo ti- 
lt was when Eric Maschwitz, 
then the BBC’s Head of Vari- 
ety (radio), christened Cavan 
“The Vagabond Lover” in the 
19305 that O'Connor’s career as 
a singing variety, radio and 


recording star really took oft 
and bookers with musical man- 
agers lined up for the Irishman 
who was fast becoming a house- 
hold name. From the mid- 
Twenties to the mid-Thirties 
he made hundreds of records. 

By this time his biO-matter 
(the description of the artist) 
was “only a strolling vagabond” 
and “the vagabond lover”. Un- 
der such names he made many 
radio appearances on Monday 
Night At Eigjht and The Dish 
Half-Hour, and in 1935 he 
started to sing on a weekly 
programme. The Vagabond 
Lover. 

From then on be topped the 
bill in variety halls, to which he 
returned more or less perma- 
nently after the Second World 
W&r. He played Australia and 
South Africa, and home in the 
Sixties and Seventies became 
for some while a memory as 
he toured Britain with the “old 
times” stars assembled by 
Don Ross in Thanks for the 
Memory. 

He also formed the Avon- 
more 'Rio, in which his wife 
Rita, under the stage name of 
RitaThte (she was a niece of die 
celebrated singer Maggie 
Teyte), played the piano as ac- 
companist for him and one of 
his three sons the guitar. (An- 


other sou, Garry O’Connor, is 
a well-known hterazy biogra- 
pher^) When the old Hackney 
Empire reopened a few years' 
ago, Cavan O’Connor headed 
the bill with his wife. 

During the Eighties, when be 
was m akin g only the occasion- 
al stage appearance, I invited 
him to appear in Old Stages, the 
BBC radio series I had written 
with the late Brian Haines, 
which ran for a number of 
years. Here he ran the gamut of 
popular music emotions mid 
therewasplenty of sentiment in 
the voice still, although his en- 
dearing personality, comple- 
mented on stage by scenic 
effects such as a backdrop of 
poppies, fields and haystacks, 
could not be seen. 

He may not have been one of 
the giants like Vesta TTDey, 
Marie Lloyd, Dan Leno or 
even George Robey, Albeit 
Chevalier, or little Tilch, but 
Cavan O’Connor made his' 
mark, and will be remembered 
by all who loved the hdlls, 
variety and its attendant arts. 

‘ Peter Cofes 
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Clarence Patrick (“Cavan’') 
O’Connor, singer, bom I July 
1899; married 1929 Rita'OdoB- 
Teyte (three sow); died London 
11 January 1997. 
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Duncan Wood 


Wherever the craft of television 
comedy is discussed Duncan 
Wood's name wall be mentioned 
as a pioneer and innovator. 
Fast, as a BBC producer, he was 
responsible for shows such as 
Hancock's Half Hour and Step- 
toe and Son, and later, as Head 
of Light Entertainment at York- 
shire Television from 1973, his 
credits included Rising Damp , 
starring Leonard Rossiter. 

Wood was bom in Bristol and 
had already done some work as 
a sound modulator for the BBC 
there by the age of 21, when I 
first met him on board the 
Georgic, a troopship taking Na- 
tional Servicemen, which we 
both were, to tbe Middle and 
Far East. After forming a ship's 
orchestra, he playing the trum- 
pet and 1 making a misdirect- 
ed stab at guitar and vocals, we 
disembarked at Singapore, 


where be developed his liking 
for curries. His commanding 
officer was David Jacobs. 

Some 10 years later, having 
lost touch with Wood, I turned 
up at tbe BBC Television Cen- 
tre in Wood Lane, west London, 
as a fledgling producer/director, 
and in the bar there was wel- 
comed by a portly, balding man- 
darin who bought me a drink and 
showed me a dog-eared photo- 
graph of two slim youths in 
front of a row of palm trees. 

“Who are they?”, tbe man 
asked. 

“I’ve no idea,” I replied. 

“They're us, you fool." Dun- 
can Wriod snarled, for it was 
him, and it was us. He had heard 
that I was going to work at tbe 
centre and was determined to 
be the first in with a greeting. 

By this time, in the early Six- 
ties, Wood was a well-known 


name in tbe world of television 
having already produced and di- 
rected the television series 
which succeeded the radio pro- 
gramme Hancock’s Half Hour, 
written by Ray Galton and 
Alan Simpson; and also the 
equally timeless Steptoe and 
Son . written by the same pair. 
Wood was responsible for the 
first colour comedy programme. 
The World of Beachcomber, star- 
ring Spike Milligan, and di- 
rected the first Royal Variety 
Performance in 1962, at the 
London Palladium. His name 
appeared on countless other 
comedy shows, many of which 
are currently being repeated, be- 
coming one of the BBC's most 
respected television producers 
with awards and Baftas to his 
credit. 

In 1972 he became Head of 
Comedy at the BBC, before 


leaving the Corporation in 1973 
to take over as Yorkshire Tele- 
vision Head of light Enter- 
tainment, a new post created 
especially for him. There he was 
responsible for, among other 
successes, the setting up of 
Yorkshire's comedy jewel in 
the crown, Rising Damp, which 
made the incomparable 
Leonard Rossiter a household 
name. He was also responsible 
for Only When I Laugh (with 
James Bolam), In Loving Mem- 
ory (starring Thora Hird) and 
game shows including Winner 
Takes AU and the long-running 
3-2-1. He rose to become Con- 
troller of Entertainment Pro- 
grammes and retired in 1984. 

Although the word “execu- 
tive” now carries little or no 
kudos, I remember Wood's 
authoritative behaviour in his 
position as executive producer 


on a show which he employed 
me to direct I had finished 
recording a scene which in- 
volved the American female 
lead and completed all her nec- 
essary work in tbe show. She 
asked to see the scene played 
back to her on the studio floor. 
I explained to her that, as we 
were fast running out of record- 
ing time, she might wait unto we 
had finished recording and then 
Td be glad to show it to her. She 
sat down cm a chair and refused 
to allow us to continue until she 
had seen and approved her 
work. The assistant director 
telephoned Wood and re- 
quested that he oome to the set 
and straighten things out 
Almost immediately be was 
there, listened to the problem 
in a quiet comer, and, a couple 
of minutes later, gently but 
firmly led tbe actress to her 


dressing room to discuss thugs, 
aflowing us to finish the record- 
ing in foe allotted time. Later 
foe actress left to catch her 
plane, telling me that there 
was no necessity to re-run foe 
scene. She was very happy. I 
never found out what steps 
Wood had taken to bring about 
her new-found sense of well- 
being but I was told it involved 
a sharp telephone call to her 
agent in Los Angeles. 

Duncan Wood represented a 
type of television producer/ 
director that is fast disappear- 
ing. He was carefully selective, 
knowing exactly foe effect for 
which he was aiming. He was a 
meticulous planner too - one 
had to be in those days when 
programmes and audiences 
were live. He could judge almost 
to foe second how much audi- 
ence laughter and reaction time 


•should be added to a script (this 
was before foe laughter was 
“canned”) and knew when ad- 
ditional dialogue and cuts were 
needed to make up or save time. 
When directing, everybody 
knew who was in charge. 

Wood was rather a solitary 
man: it was hard to believe he 
had been married and divorced 
twice. He owned up to having 
two main vices in his life, both 
from Scotland, whisky and golf. 

Joe McGrath 


Duncan Wood, television pro- 
ducer bom Bristol 24 March 
1925: Head of Comedy, BBC 
television 1972-73; Head of Light 
Entertainment, then Controller, 
Entertainment Programmes, 
Yorkshire Television 1973-84; 
twice married (marriages dis- 
solved); died London 11 Janu- 
ary 1997. 
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Light entertainment Wood In 
1950 Photograph: BBC 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


PRESTON: On 4 January to Susan and 
James, a son, Toby Alan. 


.ViwtuccmtaU Rk Gaunt BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, Adop- 
tions, Marriages Deaths Memorial ser- 
vices, Wedding anniversaries. In 
MenuHiaml should be &ent in writing to 
tbe Gazette Editor, The Independent. 1 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E14 5DL, telephoned 10 0171-29? 2011 or 
(axed to 0L71-293 29 10, and arc charged 
ai £&50 a line (VAT extra). OTHER 
Gazette announc em en t s (notices, hue- 
tioos. Forthcoming marriages. Maniacs) 
must be submitted in writing (or teed); 
charges air £10 a Sue, VAT extra. Phase 
Include a dajtime telephone p limber. 


Wills 


Ijord Amery ofLostleigh, of London 

SWl. the former politician, left es- 
tate valued at £4345.502 net. He left 
ail bis political papers, literary work, 
manuscripts, photographs, fllustra- 
tkms and recorded matter to Winston 
Churchill MR ihv Hoa Leopold 
Amen - and John Bolder. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 


The P ri aa w Rnd aileub a lunch in marl 
Ilk: CcniLnaty Tear of Ihc Royal Institution 
<1/ Chattered Surveyors in ScoUmd, Ginger* 
City Chambers: and as President. Aimral 
rfcattr Thoc aHenrit a dinner for die US Sup- 
nwteri OuK Buck's Club. London Wl. 


Changing: of the Guard 
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Birthdays 

Captain Sir Alastoir Aird. Comp- 
troBer to Queen Etzabedi the Queen 
Mother, 66: Professor Sir MelviUe 
Amott, cardiologist, S& Mr Peter 
Barkworth, actor. 6& Miss Carol Bel- 
lamy, executive director of UniceC 55; 
Mr Richard Briers, actor, 63; 
Baroness Brooke of Ystradfellte, 
former vice-chairman. Conservative 
Party. 89; Lord Catto, president, 
Morgan Grenfell, 74; Miss Faye 
Dunaway, actress, 56; Miss Maina 
Gielgud, ballerina, 52; Miss Axtdree 
Grenfell, former managing director. 
Glemby International, 57; Mr Brian 
Hardie, cricketer, 47; Sir Martin 
Holdgate, president. Zoological So- 
ciety of London. 66; Sir Arthur 
Hoofc, solicitor and former chairman 
of the CoDege of Law. 73; Mr Jack 
Jones, singer. 59; Professor Sir Hans 
Romberg, former Master of Christ's 
College, Cambridge, 69; Mr John 
Lever. Headmaster, Canford School, 
45: Mr Warren Mitchell, actor, 71; Mr 
Trevor Nmm, theatre director. 57; Sir 
Neil Pritchard, former ambassador 
to Thailand, 86; Mr Christopher 
Reeves, banker, 6L Sir Vernon Sec- 
combe, chairman. Plymouth Hospi- 
tals NHS Trust, 69; Mile Cainina 
Valente, guitarist and singer, 6fk Mr 
Bill Werbemiuk, snooker player, 41; 
Sir John Woodcock, former HM 
Chief Inspector of Constabulary, 
65; Mr Roger Young, chief executive, 
Scottish Hydro- Electric, 53. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Wddemar the Great. King of 
Denmark. 1131: John Baptist Van- 
loo, painter. 16S4; Benedict Arnold, 
soldier and traitor. 1741; Ludwig 
Alois Friedrich von KdcheL naturalist 
and writer, 1800; Matthew Fontaine 
Maury, oceanographer. 1806; Ignacc- 
Hcnri-Jean-Tbdodore Fantin-Latour, 


painter, 1836; The Rev Wilson 
CartOe. founder of tbe Church Army, 
1847; Pierre Loti (Louis-Marie- 
Julien-Viaudk novelist. 1850; Jean 
Mieczyslaw de Reszke, tenor, 1850; 
Dr Albert Schweitzer, missionaiy sur- 
geon, 1875; Hugh Lofting, author. 
1886; Hal Roach, film producer and 
director, 1893; John Roderigo Dos 
Passes, novelist, 1S96; Sir Cecxi Wal- 
ter Hardy Beaton, photographer 
and stage designer, 1904; Russ 
Colombo (Ruggiero de Ruddpho 
Columbo). anger and actor, 1908; 
Joseph Losey. film director, 1909. 
Deaths: Odoricof POrdenone, Fran- 
ciscan and traveller. 1331; Thomas 
Coventry, first Baron Coventry, 
judge. 1640; Dr John Boyse, schol- 
ar and translator of die Bible, 1643; 
Pietro Francesco Cavalli, composer, 
1667; Edmond Halley, astronomer, 
1742; John Pindar (‘Peter Pindar”), 
physician and poet, 1819; George 
Dance the younger, surveyor and 
architect. 1825; Jean-Auguste- 
Dominique Ingres, painter, 1867: 
Lord Napier of Magdala, soldier, 
1890; Henry Edward Manning, Car- 
dinal. 1892; Albert Victor, Duke of 
Clarence, 1892; Lewis Carroll 
(Charles Lntwidge Dodgson), author, 
1898; Ernst Abbe, physicist and in- 
dustrialist, 1905; Harry Fumiss, car- 
icaturist and illustrator, 1925; 
Joaqtdo Ttorina, composer, 1949; 
Humphrey DeFbrest Bogan, actor, 
1957; Sir Robert Anthony Eden, 
first Earl of Avon, statesman, 1977; 
AnaisNin, writer and poetess, 1977; 
Peter Finch (William Mitchell), ac- 
tor. 1977; Gilbert Spencer, artist, 
1979. On this day: the Great Frost 
Fair began on the Thames, 1205; the 
Hampton Court Conference began, 

1 604; Norway was ceded to the King 

of Sweden by the King of Denmark. 
1814; an attempt was made on the 
life of Napoleon III by Felice Orei- 
ni, an Italian revolutionary, 1858; 


Queen Victoria heard a concert 
relayed to her by telephone, 1878; 
PucduTs opera Tosco was first per- 
formed, Rome, 1900; an earthquake 
in Jamaica destroyed Kingston and 
killed over 1.000, 1907; German 
■warships bombarded Yarmouth, 
1918; in tbe Italian general election, 
29Fasdsts were returned, 1921; the 
oil pipeline between Kirkuk and 
Haifa was inaugurated, 1935; Win- 
ston GburduQ and Franklin Roo- 
sevelt met at Casablanca, 1943; tbe 
Players’ Theatre, London, opened. 
1946; Marshal Tiro was elected first 
president of the Yugoslav republic. 
1953; the musical show The Bay 
Friend was first produced, London. 
1954; the law requiring motorists to 
wear scat-belts was made permanent, 
1986. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Antony Pucci. St Baxbasymas or 
Barbascemin, St Dalhis, St Felix of 
Nola, St Kenrigern or Mongo, St 
Macrina the Elder, The Martyrs of 
Mount Sinai and St Sava. 


Lectures 


National Gafimp Alexander Sturgis, 
“Nymphs and Shepherds (n): Qanrff, 
Echo and Narcissus”, lpm. 

British Museum: Elizabeth Baqne- 
dano, “Feather-serpent Images: 
Teotihuacm to the Aztecs”. LISpm. 
National Portrait Gallery: John 
Cooper, “A Private View of the Old 
Masters Exhibition, Royal Academy 
1888”, HOpm; Philip Hoare in con- 
versation with Neil Tennant, “Noel 
Coward”, 7.15pm (tickets required). 
University College London, Lon- 
don WC1: Professor Lewis Wotpert, 
“Why Do People Believe in T hings 
For Which There is No Evidence?". 
1.15pm. 

Exeter University: Graeme Odgers, 
"Competition Policy and Utility Reg- 
ulation", 5.15pm. 


Human rights infringed at Saunders trial 


Saunders ▼ United Kingdom; 
European Court of Homan 
Rights; 17 December 1996 


LAW REPORT 

<*, 


The use by foe prosecution at 
an accused’s trial for offences 
of fraud and conspiracy of 
statements which the accused 
had been compelled by law to 
make to Department of Ttade 
and Industry investigators con- 
stituted an infringement of foe 
accused’s right not to incrimi- 
nate himself and was accord- 
ingly a breach of article 6 of the 
European Convention on Hu- 
man Rights, which guarantees 
the right to a fair triaL 

The European Court of 
Human Rights ruled by 16 
votes to 4 foat there had been 
a violation of article 6 of foe 
Convention in the trial of foe 
applicant, Ernest Saunders, 
and others involved in foe 
“Guinness affair*’. The court 
declined to award compensa- 
tion but awarded him £75,000 
in costs and expenses. 

Mr Saunders was tried be- 
tween April 1989 and August 
1990 on 15 counts including 
theft, false accounting and con- 
spiracy. His prosecution fol- 
lowed an investigation by foe 
DTI into foe conduct of a bat- 
tle between Guinness pic, of 
which Mr Saunders was then 
chief executive officer, and 
Argyll pic for foe takeover of 


34 January 1997 

Distillers pic, which Guinness 
finally bought in April 1986. 

During foe DTI investiga- 
tion, Mr Saunders was re- 
quired by law, on pain of being 
fined or imprisoned for con- 
tempt of court, to answer ques- 
tions put to him by foe 
inspectors. At his subsequent 
trial foe prosecution were per- 
mitted to use in evidence tran- 
scripts of foe statements made 
by him to foe DTI inspectors. 

Mr Saunders was convicted 
and sentenced to five years' im- 
prisonmenL This was reduced 
on appeal to two and a half 
years, but save on one count his 
appeals against conviction were 
all reject ed- 

Mr Saunders complained 
to foe European Court of Hu- 
man Rights that foe use at his 
trial of foe DTI material in- 
fringed his right against seif- 
m crimination and foat his tri- 
al was accordingly unfair. 

Article 6 provides: 

1. in the deter mina tion of any 

criminal charge against him, every- 
one is entitled to a fair and public 
hearing within a reasonable time by 
an independent and im partial tri- 
bunal established by law. 


The European Court of Human 
Rights said foe right not to in- 


criminate oneself, like foe right 
to silence, was a generally 
recognised international stan- 
dard which lay at foe heart of 
foe notion of a fair procedure 
under article 6. The right, 
which had dose links with foe 
presumption of innocence in ar- 
ticle 6.2, was primarily con- 
cerned with respecting foe will 
of foe accused to remain silent 
It did not extend to foe use in 
criminal proceedings of mate- 
ria) which might be obtained 
from foe accused under legal 
compulsion but which had an 
existence independent of the 
accused’s will, such as breath, 
blood and urine samples. 

Whether there had been 
infringement of foe accused's 
right not to incriminate hims elf 
depended on foe use made by 
foe prosecution at foe trial of 
foe statements which he had 
been obliged to give foe in- 
spectors under pain of sanction. 
It was irrelevant that they 
might not have been self- 
incriminating. The right not to 
incriminate oneself could not 
reasonably be confined to ad- 
missions of wrongdoing or 
to directly incriminating re- 
marks, since even neutral evi- 
dence might be deployed in 


support of foe prosecution's 
case. 

In this case, foe prosecution 
had used Mr Saunders’ state- 
ments to the DTI in an in- 
criminating manner, to cast 
doubt on his honesty and to es- 
tablish his involvement in’an 
unlawful share support operh- 
tkm. Part of the transcript of hs 
answers to foe inspectors hid 
been read oat to foe jury avfef 
a three-day period despite las 
objections. . /- 

Accordingly, there had twin 

to inoiminate hiniself^The 
public interest in combat^ 
fraud could not be invoked® ‘ 
justify foe use of answers 
compulsorily obtained id 4 
non-judkaal investigation-^ 
inoiminate Him at his trials 

The court declined to m ate 
an award for Mr Saunders’s " 
cuniaiy loss pursuant to 
50 of foe Convention, 
that ft could not speculate an*|’ 
question whether the qutcgjfe 
of foe trial would have bees 
different had use. not bw 
made of the Utl material IM»| 
prosecution, and its findn&££ 
a breach of article 6 was ne^ 1 

be taken tn aigoest thk. Bnraw 
court awardedhim £75,00^^ 
cover his costs and 


foe Strasbourg proceedm^^ 

Faul Magratfa, 
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Lesson one: change the culture of learning 
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- . v ££“3 Breath-test 

• .v figures may 

: be dropped 

..■.•• -.• ..* .. r - Sir. I take issue with your efforts to 

- 1..-7 hj'.sUiL discredit the Christinas drink/drive 

. .:■•.■ --. ■.. ' a campaign (“Christmas rise in 

i . . " .. . ".. . . tv. r. . >tw :vs “drink-driving revealed as bogus", 

- j Til!* 13 January). 

; ■ .. ; -- Lvn.. The statistics announced by me 

\\<^n • on 2 January, on behalf of all 43 
!. T(?v-h. hi : chief constables in England and 

| ‘ r;. Mr tu? Wties, indicated an 18 per cent 

... ri-in-ir.hirrfi | increase over last year in positive 

. j -re h’!U breath tests. I drew no inference 
. . ... ... dt t-. : from this result, other than to say 

1 *> * c that I was disappointed. 

. eter totes ■ Drawing conclusions from the 

— tt r^r: • drinlo'cirive statistics has always 

' * > ; !llt ; been a contentious area. Prior to 

V : : 1995 we did provide information 

/' "• ” on the number of tests 

• r ' . ' 1 ' administered but, as there was no 

record of the number of motorists 
actually stopped, comparing the 
. percentage of positive tests against 
this figure as a measure of success 
was fundamentally flawed. This 
presented a misleading picture and 
we have no wish to return to a 
; situation where data is more a 
measure of police activity than the 
extent of drink-driving. 

In 1995 we shifted our emphasis 
to reporting the total number of 
^ drink-rela ted accidents but 
« continued to record the number of 
positive tests because we 
recognised that the media would 
wish to make a comparison with 
previous campaigns and we were 
* trying to be helpful. However, the 
reaction to the statistics provided 
this year may well lead US TO 
reappraise the information we 
provide and possibly lead us to stop 
publishing the number of positive 
tests altogether, perhaps only 
publishing the number of alcohol- 
j related accidents and adding other 
categories. 

I readily acknowledge that there 
may have been an increase in 
- wood ■ breath tests over the Christmas 

. -v. ertefMjnnw^ e3 c p^od have never said 
. sS o ' otherwise. Any increase could weU 

j ■ be due to our policy of breath- 

— testing all drivers in all accidents 

• • ] : . that we deal with. This Christmas 

triers tria- 1 

iv ^ __ . > 1 1 ' increase may also have been due to 

^ ■ ;r. ~ r "* A an increase in police activity as 

- ’ ^ .. 0 m* i; indicated by your survey. 

. ..... P: .. siJte i To say that my announcement 

1 ' *;■ 1 - in- j : was “bogus" ana made in an effort 

‘ v- . p 11 ;n ,.^ v - 2 >i j ; to obtain greater powers is a clear 

■' ..... f ‘ Buies' - 1 1 distortion of the facts. The 

- • r l' ■/. an ! - Association of Chief Police 

\ , r:- . ri - • Officers has nothing to gain from 
‘ V.’ : .• - - rr* ,rt ' I,t Itf ! : distorting the results of the 
; f hail campaign . Our position on 

*■ ’ vr . ,' n j - ! ‘ 1 ‘ ' ,nvt ..drinking and driving has been 

,r ■ "* ■' i u ■ . jit ;i publicly and ethically stated for 

J^r ,lv < mrniy years and is well known to the 


D on t be too clever, and if you are 
clever, for goodness’ sake don't 
tell anyone; such is the anti- 
aspiration, anti-education ethos that 
gtH runs deep in the national psyche. 
Even Kipling agrees: -Don’t \6oi too 
good, nor talk too wise," run the words 

per ^ ect young Brit in 
the nation s favourite poem. Thai insid- 
ious culture - not teachers, not teach- 
ing methods, not the curriculum, nor 
the structure of school fundin° - is the 
biggest obstacle to solving 0 British 
underachievement in education. So, 
when Tony Blair talks about cha ngin g 
attitudes towards learning, and about 
making education a national priority 
we agree: something has be done. 

Moreover, although policies on 
homework and parental contracts 
sound lightweight in the face of 
Britain’s substantial education deficit, 
these are exactly the kinds of propos- 
als which could strike at the heart of 
this cultural problem. Our difficulties 
have been rehearsed time and time 
again. The bright, sparky elite who glit- 
ter their way into the top universities 
do very nicely out of the education sys- 
tem, thank you. But the people in the 
middle, especially the lower middle, 
and certainly at the bottom, could do 
much, much better. Travel across the 
sea, or even just across Hadrian’s Wall, 
and you find those average achievers 
are far better qualified, and more 
attractive to prospective employers. 


The hostility towards hard learning 
among huge swathes of the population, 
and the unwillingness of the establish- 
ment to do anything about it. must take 
a considerable amount of the blame for 
this stare of affair s You hear it in every 
playground. The boys are the worst 
Enjoying a maths lesson is distinctly un- 
cool. Practising French verbs could get 
you lynched on the way home. Clever 
children, hard-working children, have 
to dissemble in order to assimilate. It's 
OK to be streetwise, but boffins are out, 
and swots are even worse. 

Nor is this merely the counter- 
culture of feckless teenage rebels. 
Plenty of students take a similar 
approach: effortless superiority is fine, 
but only squares get down to the hard 
graft: Parents would rather see their 
sons out playing football or chasing girls 
than stuck in a comer with a book. And 
our national heroes are the Bransons 
who make a packet out of sheer pizzazz 
(a grown-up version of being street- 
wise) rather than training the brain. So 
education, for too many families, 
remains something that happens in 
schools, behind closed gates. The older 
generations are oblivious to it (either 
baffled or indifferent), the young see 
it as something to rebel against. 

Of course plenty of parents do prize 
education, and do understand the 
importance of family encouragement 
and learning in the home; their kids get 
a great head-start. Those parents who 
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were well educated themselves, for 
whom qualifications proved the spring- 
board to prosperity, can and do provide 
their children with particular educ- 
ational advantages. They know how to 
work the system, they are happy bounc- 
ing into schools to chat with teachers 
about the best help they can give 
young Jack and Sophie at home, and, 
if rich enough, they can even pay for 
the private schools that drown their 
pupils in homework each night. 

For too long the politicians, the civil 
servants and the educational estab- 
lishment (all education-worshipping 
parents themselves) have allowed this 


dichotomy to persist. The daughters 
and sons of keen parents, instilled 
with enthusiasm (or at least respect) for 
learning and helped with homework 
from an early age, stand a good chance 
of doing well. The children whose 
parents do not encourage them to 
learn may still become academic 
achievers, but they will have to work 
much harder at it. 

In the circumstances, then, home- 
school contracts which outline what 
schools expect from parents make an 
awful lot of sense. Drawing all parents 
into the education system can only be 
a good thing. To teU mums and dads 


bow they can be supportive at home is 
not hectoring; it is merely enabling 
them to give their children the help and 
advantages that other parents already 
provide. At the same time, ensuring 
that schools give all children homework 
is a good first step towards taking Um- 
ing into every home. Children can 
enjoy a bit of education free from 
destructive classroom peer pressure. 
The bright ones can get a bit of extra 
stimulation, the struggling ones the 
opportunity to fill in the gaps. Blurring 
the absurd and artificial distinction 
between school-where-you-leam and 
home-where-you-play is extremely 
important. 

Of course, a bit more homework and 
a universal contract will not solve every 
educational ill. Homework is of limited 
use if it is simply an extra half-hour of 
bad education. British workers already 
endure long hours just for the sake of 
it, compared with our Continental 
colleagues. Extending the macho cul- 
ture of presenteeism back towards the 
nursery won’t help anyone at alL Mean- 
while, contracts that lecture and 
patronise, and apply sanctions to the 
poor children whose parents will not 
play ball, would be counter-productive 
as well as horribly illiberal. Any new 
policy has to take' account of the fact 
that for some children, home will never 
be a comfortable environment in which 
to learn or work. 

If Labour's policies are to work, the 


legislation must not be too prescriptive. 
The role of government is to set the 
framework which best encourages 
schools and families to work together 
to improve Britain’s education, rather 
than dictating from on high the details 
about hours and obligations for every 
child. But perhaps more important, 
governments can take the lead, shap- 
ing climates and changing aspirations. 
Even just to set the nation talking about 
education, its value and its importance, 
is a step in the right direction. 

Bland soaps and 
a bit of a lather 

B ruce Gyngell managing director of 
Yorkshire Tyne Tees Television, is 
a bit of an evangelist for programmes 
with less sex. Now his station Fs putting 
its money where his mouth is by pro- 
ducing Quayside, a new soap opera 
billed as colourful, lively and sex-free. 
It will avoid “issues" and concentrate 
on wholesome people. Good luck to 
him. Few television entrepreneurs have 
come to grief by over-estimating the 
public's appetite for spice, but they may 
respond differently in Middlesbrough 
and Whitley Bay. Still - choose puri- 
tanism and sexlessness by all means, so 
long as you don’t crimp the choice of 
those who like their soaps salacious. 
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‘Lost souls’ join 
road protests 

Sin In a report on the violence at 
the Newbury bypass protest (13 
January), Jojo Moyes asserts that 
much of the publicity surrounding 
the “battle" at Newbury was due to 
the “high-profile" support of 
people like myself. Tb set the 

record straight, X have never been 
actively involved in any protests at 
Newbury. I was, however, deeply 
urith t he nmffisLv apainst 
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in 1994, and am sympathetic to the 
aims of the Newbuiy pre»testers. 

1b address the point, I do not 
believe that high-profile support by 
people like myself and the 
Marchioness of Worcester has 
“sanitised" road protest in the eyes 
of Middle England. Here in Bath 
(as indeed at Newbury) local 
opposition to the bypass was always 
broad-church, long before any 
publicity. The huge numbers of 
people, of all ages and social 
groups, who refuse to stand by and 
witness the destruction of the 
countryside are not so timid that 
thev need to be led into action by 
so-called celebrities. There is a 
tremendous amount of frustration 
out there at a system which, 
favouring the road lobby and big 
business, calls a biased system of 
i public inquiries ‘democracy 1 . 

r However, there is a downside to 
the breadth of any road protest. 
Among the students, teachers, civil 
servants, artists, business people, 
housewives, committed and mil- 
time environmental campaigners, 
and all the others who joined the 

protests in Bath, were hapless 
Inaung people who represented 
theSwernmenfs policy of care 
in the community" , drifting 


alcoholics and drug addicts, 
travelling toughies, squatters and 
others who formed a disturbing 
mini-community of lost souls. 
There were one or two whose aim 
was to stir up violence, but they 
were restrained by more 
responsible protesters. 

BEL MOONEY 
Bath, Somerset 

Sir. I was at Newbuiy on Saturday. 
The fences were not “stormed" by 
the protesters (report, 13 January). 
We went to the fence to hang 
Christmas decorations, and the 
sheer number of us made it 
impossible for the jjolice to prevent 
fence bolts from being undone. My 
impression was that they didn’t try. 
The security guards did however 
move in to protect the main work 
site (quite sensible; it is a 
dangerous area). They left a digger 
unprotected, almost asking for 
trouble. 

The site was peacefully occupied 
for about an hour before there was 
any real trouble. A highlight for me 
was when a couple of hundred of us 
i joined hands around Middle Oak 
and did the hokey cokey. 

If the green movement needs 
leadership, its priority should be to 
organise such demonstrations so (hat 
violence does not occur. It would 
have helped matters if someone 
respected within the movement had 
called for a peaceful withdrawal at 
about four o'clock. It is an irony that 
the Criminal Justice Act makes such 
a level of organisation potential^ a 
criminal act. 

RICHARD MANN 
Oxford Friends of the Earth 


The trouble with 
Internet shopping 

Sin The major snag in electronic 
retailing or mail-order purchasiag 
(letter, 10 January) is that someone 
has to be at home to lake delivery 
of the goods. 

Delivery times gtyen are often 
imprecise, making i t impractical for 
those who work or have to pick up 
children from school or have better 
things to do. If the goods delivered 
are faulty, the customer has to 
waste time again. 

There is a fortune waiting for 
someone who could circumvent 
this problem, perhaps with a series 
of local pick-up points. After a 
brief and frustrating attempt at 
mail-order shopping, I will not be 
scanning the Internet for my 
grocery bargains unless I can avoid 
having to spend all morning at 
home two or three rimes a week. 
GILLIAN DAVIDSON 
London SE24 


Council power 

Sir In your report relating to the 
petition to the Privy Council 
("Campaigner plans to smoke out 
party’s tobacco lobby funding”, 10 
Jannaiy), you quote constitutional 
expert Vernon Bpgdanor of 
Brasenose College, Oxford as 
saying that a petition to the Privy 
Council isa waste of time since it is 
“purely a formal body". 

This will come as a surprise to 
the Privy Council, which has 
statutory powers enabling the 


Judicial Committee to consider any 
matter referred to it by the Queen 
in Council. In recent times Privy 
| Council inquiries have been held 
into the legal basis of phone- 
tapping and events leading up to 
the Falkland? war. 

The Judicial Committee was 
created by Section 4 of the Judicial 
Committee Act of 1S33. Section 21 
of the same Act expressly preserves 
intact the Privy Council's other 
powers, including what is known as 
the Royal Prero^tive. Thus the right 

of a subject with a grievance to seek 

redress by petitioning the Queen in 
Council has never been abolished 

The “Queen in Council" 
effectively means the government 
of the day. The Tories may not want 
an inquiry into the casb-for- 
chjJdreD’s-iungs issue, bui what 
about an incoming Labour 
government? 

ANTHONY SAMUELSON 
London N20 


Labour tax poser 

Sin You report (9 January) Tbny 
Blair’s statement that Labour will 
have no need to increase personal 
tax to carry out its programme. 
Most people would tabs this as a 
commitment that, overall personal 
taxes will not increase under a 
Labour government. 

However, Ken Clarke’s 1993 and 
1996 Budgets have instituted a 
“rolling programme" of personal 
| tax increases over the next few 
l years, most notably: 
j (a) annual increases, over and 
above inflation, of (broadly) 2p per 
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litre of petrol/dieseJ and 7p per 
packet of 20 cigarettes; and 
(b) the phased abolition, between 
1998 and 2001, of the income tax 
relief on profit-related pay 
currently enjoyed by some four 
million employees. 

The above tax increases are 
already built into the Treasury 
projections for tax revenue; 
according to the November 1996 
Budget Red Book, their effect will 
be to increase taxes by the 
equivalent of 3p on the basic rate of 
income tax between the current tax 
year 1996/97 and lax year 1999/2000. 

Labour will at some stage be 
asked whether they intend to 
reverse the above increases or to 
confirm that overall personal tax 
will rise under Labour. 
MCFITZPATRIOi 
Head of Economics 
Clumtrey Vellacott Chartered 
Accountants 
London WC1 


Makes you weep 

Sin Has anyone else noticed the 
resemblance between the long- 
running “tear-drop" campaign by 
ihe Great Ormond Street 
Children's Hospital Rind and the 
“tear-drop" campaign by the 
Conservatives? 

I assume the child in the Great 
Ormond Street logo is shedding a 
j blue tear in recognition of the 
unnecessary pain and suffering 
endured by sick children as a result 
of ineffectual damaging, and costly 
Conservative policies. The only 
recognition the Conservatives 
appear to be giving the Great 
Ormond Street campaign is to steal 
their logo. 

ANDREW S LEGGETT 
London NW1 


Homework: last 
straw for pupils 

Sir. 1 a m appalled by the Labour 
Party's proposal about homework 
times (“Schools head Blair's 
election ageuda",13 Januaiy). I 
already attend school for seven 
hours a dav, five days a week-35 
hours at school each week. Add to 
this my present time spent on 
homework - about an hour per day 
- and I already work 40 hours a 
week. If I have to work an extra half 
an hour per night, that will be forty- 
two-and-a-half hours. That is more 
than an average working adult. 

I have always felt that I and other 
secondary school children 
(answering all those questions for 
the teachers) should get paid for 
our labour at school and home. 
However, I never complain, I just 
sit and persevere. But now, I have 
been pushed over the edge. It is 
time to negotiate a pay settlement - 
at least £2,000 per annum. Terms 
are negotiable. My times are 
limited, but I could manage a 
working packed lunch. 

JONATHAN DALTON 
(aged 14) 

Datchet, Berkshire 

Sin Tbny Blair wishes to see a half- 
hour of compulsory homework for 
primary-aged children. For a class 
of 30 this represents 15 hours of 
homework that has to be set and 
marked by the class teacher each 
day. Secondary schools have long 
Since recognised the demands of 
marking and homework 
preparation on non-contact time 
away from the classroom. When 
does be suggest primary school 
teachers find the time Lo do this? 
PETER COLEMAN 
Headteacher 
Goodrich Primary School 
London SE22 


The blind kept 
waiting 

Sin On 12 January 1995 the 
Department of the Environment 


published a consultation paper 
proposing to extend Part M of the 
builaing regulations covering the 
provision of new residential 
dwellings. This proposed 
extension would compel house- 
builders to incorporate disabled 
access features in all new-build 
dwellings. 

The Royal National Institute for 
the Blind welcomed the paper and 
made additional recommendations 
to ensure that such new-build 
bousing should be accessible not 
just in terms of wheelchair users, 
j but also for tenants with sensory 
disabilities, including blind and 
partially sighted people. 

IWo years have passed and there 
has been no indication from the 
DoE as to the timetable for this 
extension of part M. In the 
meantime, many disabled people, 
including those with a visual 
impairment, continue to live in 
inaccessible accommodation. 

IAN BRUCE 
Director General 

Royal National Institute for the Blind 
London W1 


Heated debate 

Sir. The temperature given for 
Scarborough (weather reports, 9 
January) was 24C Was this a 
natural phenomenon, or was it due 
to the hot air wafting from the 
council chambers after the debate 
on whether to spend money on 
theatre or public conveniences? 
BARBARA PARKINSON 
Colchester, 

Essex 
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Labour’s 


likely lad 


From humble beginnings, John Prescott 


looks destined for high office in the next 


Labour government Behind his public image 


lies a more complex character than his 
critics allow, says his biographer Colin Brown 


I n the event of being 
elected Prime Minister, 
one of Tony Blair's first 
tasks on his first day in 
office will be to call his 
deputy, John Prescott, to 10 
Downing Street to discuss his 


role in the Labour government. 
The outcome of those neco- 


The outcome of those nego- 
tiations with his difficult, bel- 
ligerent, big-hearted deputy 
could determine the success or 
failure of a Blair government 
and both Blair and Prescott are 
aware of it 

Prescott has always had the 
capacity to withdraw from the 
“Blair project" if he believed it 
was going too far in the mod- 
ernisation of the Labour Party. 
He has complained about the 
pace of change but he has not 
objected to the principle of 
change. 

Prescott's critics on the left of 
the party who believe he has 
riven away too much, and in the 
Conservative Party who see him 
as a political dinosaur, misun- 
derstand the man, and have 
fallen for the easy stereotype. 

The Prescott the public sees 
is the bluff Northerner, blunt as 
a fist, a chip on both shoulders, 
with vowels as flat as a cap, 
bruising for a fight- There is no 
doubt that Prescott is tough. As 
a boy at sea he had to be - life 
as a young organiser in the sea- 
men's union in Liverpool was 
no place for the faint-hearted. 
His father, Bert, told me that 
young John learnt how to box 


to protect himself against 
intimidation. 

I had access to Prescott’s 
papers, his family and his 
friends, although my book is an 
unauthorised biography. They 
are an amazingly loyal bunch. 
Former seafaring Mends, the 
Canard stewards with whom he 
used to serve coffee to the 
blue-rinse ladies on their trips 
to America, would not speak to 
me without first checking with 
“Johnny” to make sure it was 
all right Even then, they were 
guarded about what they would 
say about the antics of young 
Lothario from Chester who 
bore a striking resemblance to 
Marlon Brando in On lhe 
Waterfront when he was a 
youth. 

They still keep in touch with 
the deputy leader of the 
Labour Party, 30 years after he 
left the ships, and in December 
they held their annual reunion. 
He has tracked down a ship- 
owners' model of their old ship, 
the Britannic, which they are 
hoping to install in a maritime 
museum on Merseyside. It was 
the same with his friends at the 
Commons. They have formed 
a screen around him, which 
could be opened only with his 


say-so. 

What is it in Prescott that 


inspires such loyalty? It is 
partly, no doubt, that they wish 
to avoid his bark, either down 
the telephone or in person. 
But it is also because they 
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know the vulnerable, private 
side of Presoott. 

His second son, David, a 
journalist, who looks remark- 
ably like his father when he was 
in his twenties, says Prescott 
can speak to a crowd of 3,000 
supporters without flinching. In 
fact, he enjoys the experience 
- but he wul not ring up a 
restaurant to book a table. 
Prescott says he fears rejectkm- 

Thousands of children tike 
Prescott failed their 11-plus 
but none has been quite so 
scarred by the experience. He 
has frequently told the story of 
the girl who sent back a love- 
letter when he had failed the 
exam, with the spelling errors 
corrected. Nothing could have 
been quite so crushing as that 
rejection. I tried to find her, but 
be is keeping her identity 
secret. His brother Ray can't 
remember her. Ray went on to 
grammar school, while John 
went to a secondary school at 
Ellesmere Port 

His mother, Phyllis, a life- 
long Labour supporter, says 
the class-warrior was worry- 
ingly shy at school. Part of the 
problem was his syntax, or lack 
of it. Some have suggested it 
might be a form of verbal 
dyslexia. 

His closest trade union 
friend, Rodney Bickerstaffe, 
believes his mind races ahead, 
jumping from one thought to 
another. There is little wrong 
with bis capacity for intellectual 
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Facing the 
future: the 
young 
Prescott 
(above, at 
the front, 
with his 
family) had 
a tough 
time as a 
young 
seamen's 
union 
organiser. 
But his Muff 
imago hides 
a more 
thoughtful 
side 
Main 

photographs: 
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the party conference in role of Bevin to Blair's Attlee, 
Brighton in 1993 during a providing sage advice and inde- 
debate on “One Member One faiigable support, when neces- 
Vote” democracy in the party, sary. There is no question in 


thought He regards himself as 
one of the original mod- 
ernisers, who was having fresh 
ideas before the Blairites were 
out of short trousers. 

Pauline, his wife, says he is 
the HG Wells of the modem 
Labour Party. The refusal of 
the “intellectuals'’ to recognise 
Prescott's contribution to the 
modernisation of the party is a 
continuing source of his frus- 
tration, which causes his occa- 
sional outbursts in the press. 

My starting point for writing 
the biography was rooted in the 
late Eighties, when I discovered 
that Prescott was quietly push- 
ing forward a change of policy 
that would allow British Rail to 
raise private finance for invest- 
ment in rolling stock and track, 
lb Prescott, it seemed a logical 
solution to a problem of Trea- 
sury stringency, but breaking 
down the Treasury orthodoxy 
took years. 

John Major was tentatively 
poshing at the same policy, and 
now claims parentage for the 
Private Finance Initiative, but it 
was Prescott’s idea. Similarly, 
Presoott came to the conclusion 
at the same time as Blair that 
accepting the Social Chapter 
would also mean an end to the 
dosed shop - giving people 
rights also meant they had a 
right not to join a trade union. 


His experiences at sea con- 
vinced him of the need for pre- 
strike ballots long before they 
were endorsed by Blair. He cut 
his teeth addressing pier-head 
mass meetings of strikers in the 
Sixties, which were open to 
intimidation. Such meetings 
also taught him that it was vita] 
to bring the men with you, if you 
were to act as a leader. It was 
the reason why, years later, 
when he fell out with Neil Kin- 
nock over his own autocratic 
style of leadership, he told the 
Labour leader. “Courage is not 
enough - you have to bring the 
party with you." 


H is readiness to think 
unconventionally caused 
some surprises for his 
tutors at Hull University where, 
as a mature student in the mid- 
Sixties, he took an economics 
degree. His tutors found he was 
quite prepared to throw in a bit 
of poetry with bis work on the 
theory of inflation, and he once 
bumped into Philip Larkin in 
the street. He asked whether be 
could attend one of Larkin's 
poetry seminars, but Larkin 
looked down his nose at 
Prescott and walked on. 

Researching the book, it came 
as a shock to the spin-doctored 
system to see a BBC video of the 
1982 party conference when 


Bean, Scargfll and Kinnock - 
then a hairy education 
spokesman -were in die ascen- 
dancy. Under a slogan “Peace, 
Jobs, Freedom” speakers wear- 
ing CND badges and woolly 
sweaters engaged in uncom- 
radely points of order with the 
“comrade chair", Judith Hart. 

The debates were inward - 
looking, with comrade Healey 
scoring points off comrade 
Scargill. Viewers were made to 
feel like voyeurs, not votm. It 
was a reminder of how far Blair 
has broken down the class war 
barricades and opened the 
Labour Party to ordinary people 
more concerned with mortgages 
and good schools than passing 
resolutions at party meetings. 

It casts an interesting side- 
light to the relationship 
between Blair and Prescott to 
discover that when they stood 
on the platform together on 21 
July 1994 as leader and deputy 
leader, their wives had never 
met before. They come from 
different generations, and dif- 
ferent backgrounds, and the 
Prescocts are not part of the 
London dinner party scene. 

Prescott had felt at ease with 
John Smith's leadership and 
Smith's sudden death was a ter- 
rible personal blow. Prescott 
had delivered his now-famous 
speech in support of Smith at 


Smith had privately threatened 
to resign if he had losL Friends 
said Prescott never felt patro- 
nised by Smith, and they under- 
stood each other. That was all 
changed when Smith died of a 
heart attack in May 1994. 

Blair's determination to 
press ahead with rewriting 
Clause IV of the party’s con- 
stitution could have caused the 
first real crisis in their alliance. 
Prescott was against the 
reform, but he was won round, 
and when he was persuaded of 
its virtues, he became a crucial 
factor in selling it to the party. 
His disagreements with Blair 
since then have not been about 
the direction in which he is tak- 
ing the party, but about the 
pace of change. Prescott's loy- 
alty was strained to breaking 
point in early 1995 when he was 
kept out of the “magic circle" 
for an important strategy meet- 
ing. Since then, he has insisted 
on being kept informed. 

Prescott is a great conspiracy 
theorist A picture on his living- 
room wall reminds him of bow 
cruel the plotters can be. It is 
a print of the official painting 
of the House of Commons, 
when Thatcher was Prime Min- 
ister and Kinnock leader of the 
Opposition. It was done from 
a photograph, taken when 
Prescott was sitting on the front 
bench. In the painting he 
appears on the second row, on 
the so-called “loyalty bench", 
demoted, he is sure, on the 
orders of someone in the 
leader’s office. 

Above all, Prescott has been 
keen to show Blair that his loy- 
alty is absolute, once it has been 
earned. I had assumed that 
Prescott's hero would be Nye 
Sevan, the Welsh left-wing fire- 
brand. But reading modern 
political history at Raskin Col- 
lege, Oxford, Prescott adopted 
Ernie Bevin as his hero. The 
working-class Labour MP who 
rose to become foreign secre- 
tary in the great reforming 
1945 Attlee government was 
Prescott’s perfect role model. 
Prescott sees himself in the 


Prescott's mind that Blair has 
achieved great things for the 
Labour Party, but he would 
prefer it if the engine driver 
would listen to the voice from 
the guard's van a little more. 


A bout 12 months ago, 
Blair warned the Shadow 
Cabinet that unless they 
were united, they would risk 
losing the election. Prescott 
heeded the warning. His last 
public remonstrance was lasij 
August when Prescott said in 
an interview with me tar The 
Independent that he thought the 
election should be. fought on 
substance, not style. 

Since then, Prescott has 
been keeping loyally to the 
task of seeing Labour elected. 
He is not about to explode, 
like some long-extinct volcano, 
or lead a peasants’ revolt once - 
the election is safely won. He 


will not play George Brown to 
Tony Blair’s Harold Wilson, 


' Fighting Talk’. Colin Brown's 


biography of John Prescott, will 
be published by Simon and 
Schuster on 3 February (£15.99). 


Thrills and spills in the BBC radio car 


Y esterday we started our 
new interactive novel “A 
Man For Today " in 
which you. the reader: are 
Jeremy Plinth. Junior Minister 
for Arms Sales at the Foreign 
Office. Very early one morning 
you are tricked into agreeing to 
appear on the Radio 4 
“Today '‘programme, even 
though you would muck 
rather stay in bed. At 6.30 a 
BBC radio car turns up to 


collect you ... Don't forget 
that YOU are Jeremy Ptinth! 
And. at every juncture, YOU 
have to choose the rigfa option 
before you can continue die 
story! Right, here we go! 

“Mr Plinth, sir?” says the 
uniformed chauffeur of the 
BBC radio car, as you 
sleepily walk down your tiny 
Chelsea garden path. 

“That’s r^ght,” you say. 
“You’re taking me to 
Broadcasting House, 
presumably.” 

“Not exactly, sir. We’ll be 
doing the interview here in 
the radio car. That saves you 
going all the way to W1 ” 

You are about to gel in the 
back of the car when it 
suddenly occurs to you that it 
might be more egalitarian to 
get in the from beside the 
driver. You are about to get 


in the front when it suddenly 
occurs to you that he might 
find this a bit self-consciously 
matey and over-familiar. You 
are about to get in the back 
when the chauffeur solves the 
problem for you by saying: 

a) “For God's sake stop 
dithering and get in the 
back!" 

b) “You can sit in the front 
if you like, but I must warn 
you I'm a Spurs supporter, so 
you can imagine bow 
cheerful I am right now as 
company” 

c) “Do you want to drive 
while I sit in the back and 
read the paper?" 

d) “If you sit in the back, 
sir, HI take the wheel and 
drive until we’re ready." 

Yes, of course - the 
chauffeur politely puts you in 
the back and takes the wheel, 
and off you go through early 
morning Chelsea. You don’t 
often see London this early, 
so you look around with 
keen interest at all these 
people going off to work. 

You don’t look with very 
keen interest at all those 
homeless people sleeping 
rough, because as a rising 
politician you can’t afford to 
let yourself get bogged down 
by sentimentality, and 



Miles 

Kington 


besides, none of these people 
has got a vote probably, so 
they aren't vety important 
for the next election. 

Dawn is beginning to 
break as you head north past 
Hyde Park, and then 
something very strange 
strikes you. Yes, even a rising 
politician has a few brain 
cells left, enough to alert you 
to the fact that something is 
wrong. But what is this odd 
thing that is setting off all Lhe 
alarm bells in your sleepy 
brain? 

a) You have got your 
shoes on the wrong feet. 


b) When you said goodbye 
to your sleeping wife, she 
said, “Goodbye, Charlie," 
which isn't your name. 

c) You forgot to ask the 
Today programme how much 
you were gening paid for this. 

d) If the interview is being 
done in Lhe BBC radio car, 
why is the man driving you 
somewhere else? 

Yes, why are you being 
driven somewhere? Surely 
the whole point of the radio 
car is so that it can be done 
on the spot, ie outside your 
Chelsea address! So you 
bang on the glass and the 
driver says, “Yes, sir?" 

And you say: “Look, 
where are we going? Why 
can’t we park outside my 
house and do it?" 

“Not veiy good 
reception," says the driver. 
“Too low in Chelsea. We 
have to find somewhere 
where we can send a good 
signal, so I’m heading for 
Notting Hill." 

Of course! Simple when 
you think of it! So you nod 
off to sleep for a while, but 
when you wake up you 
realise you are going through 
Swiss Cottage, which is way 
to the north of Notting Hill 
and you panic, and start 


bashing on the glass again, : 
but you suddenly reafise.that 
he nos dosed and locked it, .* 

and you are a prisoner! The 

driver refuses to look round. 
You try to get out of the car 
at some red fights but the . 
doors are locked. - 
' What on earth is going pn 
here? 

a) The chauffeur has L 
forgotten he has got you in 
the back, and is absent- 
mindedfy heading home for ■ 
breakfast. 

b) The Tbdm programme 
has got Malcolm Rifkmdto ; 
do the interview instead of 
you, and is too embarrassed 

to tell you- ' 

c) roue wife has discovered 
that you are two-timing her 
with a mistress in Rilham 'and 
has paid for a contract killer 
to dispose of you. . 

. d) The Labour Party \ •- 
reckons that if It kidnaps BO 
more than three Tory MFs, : 
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Tony Blair’s Harold Wilson, ■ 
but there are some sticking 
points to his loyalty. He would , 
not allow Labour's links with 
the unions to be severed with- > 
out a fight, and he is wary of 
those who have floated the 
idea of a coalition with the 
Liberal Democrats as a bas- ' 
tion against Labour's own left ‘ 
wing in government 
TOere is continuing doubt 
about Prescott's likely role in : 
government Blair ducked the 1 : 
question again on the BBC f 
Breakfast with Frost show at the i 
weekend. There is talk about 1 
Prescott being made Home ; 
Secretary; it is one of thehigh ; . 
offices of state, and it woiud j ; 
keep him ont of Gordon . | 
Brown's hair. . j | 

If Labour does win, and j j 
Prescott gets the call to Num- 1 \ 
ber 10, he may ask to be made 1 
First Secretary and Deputy 1 
Prime Minister, like. Michael ' 
Heseltioe. In my view, he has 
earned iL 
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of whom you are one, it can . • tW; c ^er had i„ i 

win the vilal vote of Si,^ 

confidence ra the Hoost '. £ d, ^confi 

tonight! . , S 

Yes, the truth ofjhe . j (CP *S). aSi, 

ie that ®9Slii». ..® CQRin,;.. V®COj 


tonight! 

Yes, the truth of .the'. 
matter is that ... 

Tm sony. We seenyto 
have run out of space. More 
of this some other dine, 
perhaps. • 
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On education, 
Blair means 
business 


A whale of a lie 
behind a fishy tale 


O ne of the fastest-forgot- 
ten films of 19% was 
Dangerous Minds, a grip- 
ping Michelle Pfeiffer vehicle 
in which the star improbably 
played an ex-marine who starts 
teaching impossible kids at a 
high school m-say-Soulh Cen- 
tral Los Angeles. Sheer Holly- 
wood schmalz, of course, and 
it was more or less dismissed bv 
the posher critics. 

" Yet it was about something 
which isn’t tackled enough in 
.Anglo-Saxon popular culture: Do 

how. if yon have no other mm 

- advantages, being engaged by IVlilCI 

B good teacher is the one you 
heed most; and about how T 
whar happens in school some- impi 

times even more than what ~ 

happens at home, is what •* 
jnakes the difference between SCllOOj 

hope and hopelessness, 
between rising above the v n 
ghetto or being dragged down D6 it 
by it. If nothing else, it 

r cbed the absolute central- 1 

of education to social DV Sr 

progress. ** 

Z. Which is just what Tony Blair ■» 

was doing on TV’s Breakfast 6lS6\ffi 

With Frost at the weekend. 

Recent history is littered with 
the broken hopes of poliii- SO 

cians who promised that edu- 
cation would be their big idea. 

So Blair went a stage farther by SBCUJ 
saying, in effect, that improve- 
ment of Britain's education ■ 

system would be for him what P«13Tu 
trade union reform was for 
Margaret Thatcher. Which is 
an interesting comparison for two reasons. 
First, because while Mrs Thatcher was com- 
mitted to changes in industrial relations in her 
1979 manifesto she was distinctly reticent 
before she became Prime Minister about what 
turned out to be the dramatically specific ways 
in which she would do it. And secondly 
because it invites the immediate gibe that per- 
haps Blair thinks that be can transform British 
education, as Margaret Thatcher transformed 
union legislation, for free. 

On the face of it, there is no shortage of 
ammunition for this charge - which a range of 
critics, for example in the teaching unions and 
the Liberal Democrats, have already started to 
level. David Blunkett has bravely sketched out 
the savings for higher education that compre- 
hensive student loans will provide. Bui Labour 
has still made only a single, very modest, com- 
mitment on schools spending: to finance a cut 
in primary school classes from the money saved 
by scrapping the private sector Assisted Places 
Scheme. Yet there aren’t many serious people 
m any party who don’t think the state educa- 
tion system needs a lot more money than that. 


Donald 

Macintyre 

Improving 

schools must 

be funded 

by savings 

elsewhere - 

social 

security in 

particular 


from recent Blair pronounce- 
ments. If they mean anything, 
it is that more will be spent on 
education, but that it wall have 
to be funded from savings else- 
where - sodaJ security reform 
in particular. 

In his book last year, the Tory 
MP George Wilden, who is no 
sentimental neo-Keynesian, 
argued that perhaps £5bn a 
year more was needed for the 
state system, including univer- 
1*1 sol nursery provision. He sug- 

1310 gested savings to pay for it, for 

example taxing child benefit, 
IljlC putting VAT on books and 
newspapers and scrapping 
mortgage interest tax relief - 
OVlIxg which would raise £3bn and 
could be presented as an eco- 
> j. nomically sensible move to pre- 

h IIIUSl vent another house price boom. 

Wfelden's targeted savings 
j j may not be Blair’s. But the 
liQcQ wider prindple surely is. This 
is dangerous territory - 
[rlv»r*ct though perhaps no more so 

vTllgS than the Liberal Democrats’ 

apparently brave attachment 
to increasing income lax - “if 
lcTe — necessary” - to pay for more 
education spending. A small 
■ 1 prize for anyone who bears 

-leu Paddy Ashdown saying clearly 

that this means an increase of 
•i • lp in the pound rather than 

lCy 111 using his favoured formula of 

a “penny on income tax”. 
1 There is some convincing 

ZUjBJl research which shows that 

quite a lot of voters think that 
this means a total of lp a week 
extra in tax, or something even more painless. 

No, the real problem is that there is a cross- 
party taboo on talking about many of the 
potential savings before the election. But it now 
looks as if not only reducing the “costs and bur- 
dens of long-term unemployment” as Labour's 
document put it last week, but maybe, just 
maybe, the ending, a la Walden, of some cher- 
ished middle-class perks could help to fund an 
improved state education system. 

And that in turn may mean widening the 
constituency which feels it has a stake in bet- 
ter public education. Ideally that would mean, 
as Walden also suggested, dismantling the 
apartheid between private and public sectors 
and by luring some of the best independent 
schools back into the state system. It also 
means convincing those who are doing nicely 
by private education, or by state grammar 
schools, or the best comprehensives, that 
transforming the inner-ci ty schools which the 
rich and lucky at present ignore for their own 
children, will mean a more prosperous, more 
competitive, more civilised, less crime-ridden, 
less divided society. And this Blair shows every 


by Ann Treneman 



Keiko joins in a staff meeting at the aquarium where his future is under discussion 


Photograph: Serge McCabe'The Oregonian' 


T he Hollywood star 
was in the pool when 
I arrived, and be had 
the kind of schedule 
most of us only 
dream about. First came a rub- 
down, then a session with his 
{personal trainer, followed by a 
light lunch. “There is squid, 
henmg, sardines and smelt, all 
top quality,” explained the pub 
litist. “You could do worse 
than live on his diet. He eats 
about 200 pounds a day.” 

No, it is not the most expens- 
ive bouillabaisse on America s 
West Coast, but a freezerful of 
fish for Keiko, the killer whale 
who leapt to fame as the star of 
the Free WUiy films. It has been 
ayear since Keiko came to this 
pool - a custom-built $73m 
tank at the Oregon Coast 
Aquarium - and it is not only 
his appetite that now seems 
larger than life. Keiko has four 
staff devoted to his care, and 
keeping him here costs half a 
million dollars a year. 

Even by Tinseltown stan- 
dards that is not cheap. His bills 
are paid by donations and that 
is a lot of charity for one whale. 
There is something fishy here, 
and that has to do with Holly- 
wood. damage control and our 
love of happy endings. 

Not long ago Keiko was just 
another amusement park 
attraction jumping through 
hoops for. his dinner. In this he 
was like the other 50 killer 


In the real world, for example, as opposed . sign of being serious about doing. 


to the one conjured by Hollywood, a lot of 
tough, able, and potentially dedicated people 
need more than ideals to turn their lives upside 
down by giving 100 per cent commitment as 
teachers in sink schools. They need public 
appreciation. Even more, they need a decent 
salary. But Blair doesn't believe in raising taxes, 
even to pay for better education. So does he 
think that mere preaching is enough? No, as 
it happens. There is a clear sub-text emerging 


The rise and rue of David Blunkett, unmis- 
takeably now an education moderniser, is fur- 
ther evidence that these were more than 
warm words from Blair at the weekend. That 
doesn't, of course, mean that be and Blunkett 
could not do with some help. Step forward a 
film-maker to excite Britain about public edu- 
cation as Dangerous Minds failed, in the end, 
to excite America. The Ridings by Mike Leigh, 
perhaps? 


whales in captivity. Caught off 
Iceland in 1979 when he was 
two, Keiko spent time at 
Marineland in Ontario before 
being sold to Reino Aventura 
in Mexico City. It was here that 
Warner Brothers filmed him for 
its story about a whale helped 
to freedom by a boy after being 
threatened by unscrupulous 
amusement park owners. 

Free Willy was a surprise hit. 


moving Keiko to Oregon. Not 
ouly was be going to a bigger, 
better and colder pool but he 
was also to be prepared for 
freedom - just like Willy. “The 
goal of the project has always 
been release but there are big 
obstacles." says an Oregon 
Aquarium spokeswoman. “It 
has never been done before and 
at this point he would die. He 
is not healthy enough, and he’s 


“We are here for his sake. 
What we do is entirely based on 
rehabilitation. This has never 
been done before." says m am- 
mo) ogist Nolan Harvey. Keiko 
has responded well to the 
regime - gainiqg 1,0001b to his 
current 9,000 and looking much 
healthier - but he has a long 
way to go before he swims free. 

So do we. There is much we 
do not know about killer whales 


Free Willy? It could go badly wrong: Not 
for nothing is the sea called cruel 


making SI 50m worldwide and 
spawning a sequel with an- 
other currently in production. 
But it also landed Warner 
Brothers with a public relations 
nightmare when it was revealed 
that the star himself was living 
in a pool that was too small and 
too warm. He may have been 
the best-loved ldller whale in 
Latin America - well he was 
the only one - but he was also 
the most unhealthy, with a 
drooping dorsal fin and a skin 
condition that is the whale 
equivalent of heipes. 

By the time the sequel bad 
premiered, the damage was 
almost completely in control, 
with plans well advanced for 


too dependent on people." 

This is an understatement. 
Keiko loves people, and they 
love him. “We are his family. 
We are his pod,” says a marn- 
mologisl Mark Trunin. “We 
call him a one-in-a-million 
whale because he does not have 
the hormonal mood swings you 
normally see.” Perhaps Keiko 
just does not have the time to 
be grumpy: from 7am to 10pm 
he is busy with aerobics, social- 
isation and play. After then one 
of his humans may drop by to 
see a movie with him. (Keiko. 
who watches through his obser- 
vation window, hates nature 
programmes and loves action 
movies such as Lethal Weapon.) 


- for instance, when and how 
they sleep - and we are partic- 
ularly ignorant about the pods 
in Icelandic waters. If Keiko is 
freed he needs to be returned 
to his original pod. This could 
be identified only by dialect - 
each pod has a distinct one - 
but matching Keiko's is difficult 
as he “speaks” a rather odd 
patois that includes dolphin 
noises (they lived with him in 
Mexico) and a whistle like a 
Mexican fire engine. 

Over the years Keiko has 
learned scores of “behaviours” 
but none so far involve anything 
as basic as killing. “They are the 
apex predator; nothing hunts a 
killer whale,” says Mark Trunin. 


as we watch a documentary 
showing killer whales ambush- 
ing seal pups. Keiko leaves the 
observation window; if you've 
never seen a live fish, it is going 
to be some time before you are 
lunching on seal pup. 

As well as becoming a killer, 
to be freed Keiko would have 
to he disease-free and fit 
enough to swim up to 100 miles 
a day. None of this dampens 
the media's enthusiasm for a 
feel-good story. “I'm on the 
West Coast of America with a 
Hollywood star who is prepar- 
ing for a new free life ” began 
an ITV report last week. 

Nathan Labudde, of the Free 
Willy-Keika Foundation in San 
Francisco, is almost evangelical 
about it all: “People are aston- 
ished that we are tackling this 
against such incredible odds. 
But we heard the same rhetoric 
when he was languishing in a 
pool in Mexico. Nobody be- 
lieved we could do it, and we 
did. People need to believe in 
this.” 

In the movie Willy leaps to 
freedom and is soon' cavorting 
on the high seas to a Michael 
Jackson tune. In reality, free- 
dom has its drawbacks. Iceland 
is a pro-whaling nation and the 
sea isn’t called cruel for noth- 
ing. In his pool, Keiko is rich 
and famous. In the ocean he is 
just another whale. The idea of 
a free Keiko could be the 
biggest whopper of them alL 


Babes in the Whitehall wood 

If Labour is to wield power, it must learn to deal with the mandarins, says David Walker 
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he is going to be replaced, the button needs to 

be pushed as soon as this June -mere weeks after 

Tony Blair’s likely arrival at 10 Downing Street. 

By this stage in the game, however uncertain 
the final electoral arithmetic, a Labour Party hun- 
gry for power should have decided on the But- 
ler succession. But does an incoming Labour gov- 
ernment even need a Cabinet Sectary who is 
also head of the Civil Service like Sir Robm? Only 
if it accepts without demur the Whitehall struc- 
ture it will inherit from the Conservatives. 

There were stories over the Christmas recess 
fo the effect that Labour wants “an outsider” for 
the post- The fact is that it does not take much 
networking to see that only a limited number of 
people ^Whitehall and even fewer outsiders 
have enough experience and clout to become 
either or both Cabinet Secretary or profesaonal 
head of the Civil Service. Sir Richard Wilson, 
now at the Home Office, would be a done of Sir 
Sn If ^BlafrpidredRkhardMottram^ 
could be presented as staUMChool 

tSSto or five pf Whitehall's 
npnn/e who would do the existing Cabinet 
HS enough- But their identity rnat- 
^ftr?eSthan evidence that Labour hascar- 
£5 IfmrK overview of the machinery of state. 
Working out in advance which officials ofena^r 
and animation Labour ministers would be com- 

. The kind of confidence that 

ssSSSksss 

£ e long-rtmget^nk took ^ wbefl ^ 

^ have been 
S °, ££££? minister cov- 

SSS®““ 

guishing in Mr Blair's pending tray. 


Jonathan Powell, Mr Blair’s chief of staff, has 
“had conversations”; be may even have talked 
to his brother, Charles, Lady Thatcher’s Civil 
Service protdgfi at Number 10. He is said to see 
himself as head of a revamped “think tank", 
amalgamating the old CPRS and the Number 10 
policy unit. 

Some shadows have attended the odd Fabian 
or Institute of Public Polity Research seminar 
given by the Whitehall expert Peter Hennessy. 
But to date the most ordered statement of 
Labour’s thinking about the Qvfl Service is a 
watery chapter in Peter Mandelson’s and Roger 
Liddle’s bathetic book The Blair Revolution. 

Cynical men of the world lean back at this 
point and say, “committees and machinery, all 
that is for anoraks”. Wbat really matters, they 
say, are political personalities. If Mr Blair can- 
not trust bis Chancellor, Gordon Brown, as Mrs 
Thatcher could rely on Geoffrey Howe in 1979, 
no amount of machinery will bridge the politi- 
cal chasm at the heart of the administration. 
Splitting the Cabinet Secretary's job, beefing up 
the Cabinet Secretariat ... all that may be irrel- 
evant, since Mr Blair, evidently, has no Michael 
Heselline figure to head a central, progress- 
chasing unit in the Cabinet Office. Neither John 
Prescott nor Robin Cook look quite right for the 

But cynical men of the world are wrong if they 
don’t see how self-defeating is an approach to 
power that has not worked out, in advance, how 
far the Civfl Service has changed under the 
Tbries and how it ought to change under 
Labour. Any government with the kind of 
heavy constitutional commitments that Labour 
has needs a governing strategy and, critically for 
ministers who have never tasted life surrounded 
by a private office cocoon, a realistic sense of 
wbat civil servants can and cannot do for a 
Labour government. 

Since January of last year - under more gen- 
erous rules agreed, to his credit by John Major 
- Labour shadows have had reasonably free 
access to Whitehall. Some have been along to 
training courses arranged by academic and ex- 
Civil Service sympathisers at Tfcmpleron College 
in Oxford to acclimatise. Some (David Bhinkett 
and Michael Bichard, the permanent secretary 
at the Department for Education and Employ- 
ment) have met and matched. But it has taken 
some - Frank Dobson, notoriously - 1 1 months 



Sir Robin Butler, Cabinet Secretary: Labour 
shotdd be thinking about his successor now 

to gel round to visiting the man who, if Mr Dob- 
son succeeds to the Environment Secretary’s 
post, will be his daily companion in the pathways 
of power. 

It isn’t enough. Just as generals are always 
fighting the war before lasl so Labour shadows 
seem lost in some ancient perception of White- 
hall allied from the pages of the Crossman 
diaries. Either that or they have been listening 
too hard to Bernard Doooughue, head of Jim 
Callaghan’s policy unit, and his memories of an 
obstructionist Civil Service. Folk memories on 
the left die hard: somewhere here is Ramsay 
MacDonald succumbing to Lady Londonderry's 
aristocratic embrace. And if the establishment 
can corrupt Labour ingenues, so can the smooth 
mandarins of Whitehall- 


New labourites of the Mandelsoo stamp think 
they are too sophisticated to fall into Sir 
Humphry’s dutches, Mr Mandelson, having 
come to know Sir Robin reasonably well in 
recent years, thinks aO Labour needs to do is give 
civil servants their marching orders. Just as the 
machine served the Tories, so it will serve 
Labour. The old verities about neutrality and 
objective advice still bold. 

The trouble with this is that the old verities 
are not enough. Mrs Thatcher’s handbagging has 
marked Whitehall and not just in the sense that 
there are now executive agencies and contracts 
and a new management style. Labour will 
inherit a Civil Service that has lost its intellec- 
tual edge and - beneath that infinitely smooth 
surface - a lot of its self-confidence. And that 
may actually make things more difficult for a 
Labour government seeking to initiate radical 
changes. 

There are several areas where Labour will 
surely need fixst-rate advice, but will it be on 
offer. Of all Britain's post-wur problems, the one 
that has never shown Whitehall at its best in 
terms of the quality of thought or imaginative 
advice is Europe. And, for all the seminars that 
the permanent secretaries have organised on the 
family and social dislocation, social policy is 
another area where Whitehall is weak, path in 
terms of inter-departmental co-ordination and 
new polity ideas. 

Labour has at most four months before it 
takes power. There are two things it can still do 
before it inherits Whitehall. One is compiling 
lists. Before taking office, both Prime Minister 
and Shadow Cabinet colleagues ought to know 
enough of personnel and potential to identify, 
where appropriate, Whitehall's good women. 
French-speakers, Newcastle United supporters 
and so on. 

But the names of civil servants matter less than 
the job they will be asked to do. What does 
Labour want Whitehall for? Does it expect hoi 
expert advice, or just professional implementa- 
tion of pre-ordained policy? Those are not really 
administrative questions, they go to the heart of 
the Labour puzzle. Docs Mr Blair want power 
in order to do. or power in order to be ? Mod- 
em Whitehall is well fitted to give him the sec- 
ond For the first, he would need to reform 
Whitehall far more radically than Mrs Thatcher 
ever dreamL 
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Brussels warns 


of legal action 


over BA alliance 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


A simmering row between the 
Government and the European 
Commission over the UK’s 
moves to approve British Air- 
ways' proposed alliance with 
American Airlines exploded 
yesterday when it emerged that 
the EC has threatened Britain 
with legal action unless it im- 
poses much stricter conditions 
on the two carriers. 

The warning is likely to spark 
a jurisdictional confrontation be- 
tween Britain and the EC over 
whether Commissioners have 
the power to impose stricter 
conditions on the two airlines 
than those proposed by the UK 
authorities. 

The legal threat came in a 
letter horn Karel Vfrn Mien, 
Competition Commissioner, Lo 
Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, launching an 
attack on the report into the al- 
liance by the Office of Fair 
Trading, the UK competition 
watchdog. 

The OFT has provisionally 
ruled that British Airways and 


American should give up 168 of 
their valuable take-off and land- 
ing slots at Heathrow Airport, 
equivalent to 12 daily return 
flights, to avoid an investigation 
by the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission. 

However, the conditions, 
which would still leave the al- 
liance with some 3,000 slots at 
the airport, have been savaged 
by rival carriers as far too weak. 

Mr \fen Mien made dear in 
his letter, seat last Friday, (hat the 


EC wanted to go much further. 
He said: “We do not consider 
that the imposition of conditions 
can compensate for the restric- 
tions of competition which results 
from the agreement/’ 

He also cast doubt on the 
whole basis of the discussions 
under way between the UK 
and US authorities aimed at 
signing an “open skies” agree- 
ment to liberalise access to 
Heathrow. The US has said it 


will only approve the link-up, 
which would give BA and 



which would give BA and 
American 60 per cent of flights 
between die UK and US, if an 
open skies deal was successfully 
concluded. 

The letter continued: “The 
conclusion of an open sky agree- 
ment between the UK and the 
USA remains, for the time 
being, hypothetical and its con- 
tent is unknown. It is thus im- 



senior 


Chris Godsmark 


Legal threat: Karel van Miert, the Competition Commissioner, says he has the power to act against member states 
to other airlines, a principle not a decision along the present for United Airlines, said: “This These powers rest with the re 


disputed by the OFT 
He said slot- trading 


possible to assess its impact” 
In addition, Mr\bn Miert coo 


Ian Lang: Has yet to receive 
the controversial letter 


In addition, Mr Vhn Miert con- 
firmed hfe total opposition to slot- 
trading, where BA could receive 
compensation forgiving up some 
slots. The airline has indicated it 
win accept limited divestiture of 
slots, but only if it can “selF them 


He said slot-trading would re- 
strict competition for other air- 
lines anxious to gam a foothold 
in the market He indicated 
that Neil Kinnock, Transport 
Commissioner, has also con- 
cluded that slot-trading was 
illegal under EC law. 

Mr Van Miert warned that “if 
the UK continues its procedure 
with a view to adopting quickly 


a decision along the present 
lines, the Co mmis sion may be 
forced to initiate a procedure un- 
der Article 169 of the EC 
Treaty.” Artide 169 gives the EC 
the power to take legal action 
against member states. 

Rival carriers immediately 
welcomed the letter as a sign 
that the EC was flexing its mus- 
cles over its role in approving 
such alliances. Mike Whittaker, 
director of in temational affairs 


for United Airlines, said: “This 
move doesn't surprise me at afl. 
The Commission has been look- 
ing to establish jurisdiction in 
this affair and its pretty dear that 
they're going to nse their power 
over slot allocation to do that" 
However British Airways in- 
sisted that the EC has no au- 
thority to disrupt transatlantic 
link-ups. “Brussels has no pow- 
ers to block transatlantic al- 
liances or impose conditions. 


These powers rest with the rel- 
evant national regulatory au- 
thority, which in our case is the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry working through the Of- 
fice of Fair Trading.''” 

A spokeswoman for the DU 
said Mr Lang had not yet re- 
ceived the letter and declined to 
comment further. However h is 
sure to widen the rift with the 
EC over the alliance. 

Comment, page 15 


CBI reports booming confidence in the City 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


The City is more buoyant than 
at any time since 1989, the 
peak of the last boom, provid- 
ing further evidence of a bo- 


services firms rose at its fastest 
rate since September 1994, 
although firms expect a slower 
rate of increase in profits in the 
first quarter of this year. 

“Strong growth in the finan- 


nanza last year among securities 
houses and other financial ser- 
vices firms. 

The Confederation of British 
Industry (CBI) and Coopers & 
Lybrand survey of financial ser- 
vices firms showed confidence 
in the last quarter of 1996 rose 
at its fastest rate since De- 
cember 1989, when the survey 
began. 

Securities firms said the 
shortage of managerial and su- 
pervisory staff had risen to its 
highest level since the survey be- 
gan. and they expect to in- 
crease employee numbers only 
modestly over the next three 
months. These expected short- 
ages could partially explain re- 
ports of soaring salaries and 
bonuses. 

The survey also showed that 
profitability among financial 


dal services minors the pick-up 
in tbe overall economy, with 


firms expecting further but less 
pronounced increases over the 
coming months,” said Sudhir Ju- 
nankar, associate director of 
economic analysis at the CBI. 

“What is interesting is that it 
doesn't suggest an unsustainable 
boom,” Mr Junankar added. 


The volume of business rose 
more quickly than expected 
and is at its strongest rate since 
the survey began. With the ex- 
ception of securities traders, 
firms expected further rises in 
the volume of business over the 
coming three months. 


The survey covers the activ- 
ities of securities, banking, 
finance bouses, building sori- 
eties and the insurance indus- 
try and shows they will continue 
to invest strongly in information 
technology over coming years. 

“The buoyancy in the finan- 


riai sector, which is even 
stronger than expected last quar- 
ter, is in our experience making 
companies much more aware of 
the need to focus recruitment to 
secure high quality people and 
of the vital importance of well- 
targeted IT investment,” said Pat 


Low inflation hopes cheer Clarke 


Output prices 


percentage cnang&bnriz monffls 


Signs of low inflation in the pipeline and 
steady but not surging sales on the high 
street helped take the pressure off the Qum- 
celior of the Exchequer to agree to a rise 
in the cost of borrowing after comorrow's 
meeting with Eddie George, Governor of the 
Bank of England, writes Diane Coyle . Al- 
though a majority of City analysts still ex- 
pect Mr George to advise higher interest 
rates, financial market sentiment has 
swung in favour of the view that Mr Clarke 
can probably keep them unchanged before 
the election. 

The pound fell more than a pfennig 
against tbe German Mark yesterday after 
tbe publication of figures showing prices 
charged at the factory gate rose by only L7 


per cent In the 12 monflu to December: This 
was the lowest rate of output price infla- 
tion since October 1986. 

Prices manufacturers pay for materials 
have fallen by nearly 6 per cent during the 
past 12 months, helped by the strength of 
the pound. 

Separately a survey of high street sales by 
the British Retail Consortium showed that 
retail spending grew last month at a slower 
pace than during October and November: A 
fluny of Christmas trading statements from 
retailers confirmed that most bad recorded 
strong but not booming sales. However, a re- 
port published today by research group In- 
come Data Services notes signs that higher 
infl ation is starting to affect pay awards. 


Mixed evidence on the state of the econ- 
omy during the past week has given Mr 
Clarke nseftd ammunition against tbe 
Bank of England’s preference for a tougher 
policy. “It would be one of the most sur- 
prising moves of tbe year If the Chancel- 
lor raised rates this week,” said Simon 
Briscoe, an economist at Nikko Europe. 

Boots yesterday confirmed other retail- 
ers’ comments when it said Christmas sales 
were slow through December until a final 
surge in the last few days. Announcing a 6 
per cent increase in Christmas trading on 
the same period last year; Boots chief ex- 
emtive Lord Blytb said tbe performance was 
“satisfactory overall”. 

Comment, page 15 
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Newberry, partner at Coopers & 
Lybrand. 

The survey also highlights 
discrepancies across the sector. 
Among securities traders, busi- 
ness confidence rose for the first 
time in three surveys as result 
of the sharp pick-up in the 
value and volume of business 
over the three months. 

At banks, business confi- 
dence recorded the sharpest 
rate of increase since 1989, 
with the level of business reach- 
ing well above normal after 
being below normal for most of 
the past seven years. 

In contrast, business confi- 
dence among building societies 
rose more moderately than at 
any time since 1995. 

The profitability of securities 
firms rose during the period, 
defying their expectations the 
previous quarter of a marked 
decline. While banks saw prof- 
itabiliy rise at its sharpest rate 
since September 1994, they 
expect a marked slowdown in 
growth of profitability over the 
coming three months. 


Senior managers at Cable & 
Wireless have been offered 
substantia] extra bonus pay- 
ments if they agree to take vol- 
untary redundancy after the 
£5bn cable merger goes ahead. 

Executives are believed to 
have been promised compen- 
sation amounting to up to 60 per 
cent of salary, on top of any con- 
tractual severance payments. 
The unusual catch is that the 
bomisses are at the personal dis- 
cretion of Dick Brown, C&Ws 
American chief executive who 
joined the group last summer 
with a mandate to shake up the 
bureaucratic interna] manage- 
ment culture. 

Mr Brown is thought to have 
outlined his scheme to execu- 
tives who were called together 
for a “morale-boosting” meet- 
ing before Christmas. As he de- 
tailed the plan, it became dear 
that only staff who left C&W 
would be eligible. He also said 
the final say on who received the 
cash would be up to him. 

Thousands of job cuts are Ekev 
ly in the merger between Mer- 
cury, CAW’S UK phone 
subsidiary and three cable com- 
panies: Nynex CableComms; 
Bell Cablemedia; and the UK 
operations of Video tron. Many 
sem'or management jobs could 
go in the shake-up, as the four- 
otganisations involved merge ex- 
ecutive posts. Mr Brown is al- 
ready known to be keen to 
bring in talent from outside, in- 
cluding senior figures from the 
US telecommunications sector. 

Last night a C&W spokesman 
declined to confirm the exist ense 
of the bonus scheme. “Every- 
thing we do with out employees 
is confidential." 

However, details of the 
arrangement come as the orig- 
inal April deadline for the xncig- 1 
er looks increasingly optimistic. 
“There’s just no way they can put 
this together by April and get the 
company quoted on the stock 
market," said a source yesterday. 

Concern over the merger 
timetable knocked 4p off Cable 
& Wireless shares, which dosed 
at 465 Jp 

The announcement of who 
will run the new business is not 
thought likely to happen this 
week. The C&W spokesman 
yesterday disputed that the an- 
nouncement had been originally 
planned for a week ago. He 
commented: “We are not far off 
but as usual you have to get ab- 
solutely right It isn't a hold up 
in the sense that things are mov- 
ing along very satisfactorily.” 


Lloyds victory puts 
Gehe ahead of Boots 


Airbus partners may pay BAe in 
deal to create single company 


Magnus Granond 


Gehe, the German pharma- 
ceutical distributor, yesterday 
consolidated its hold on 
Britain's high street pharmacies 
after it emerged victorious from 
its long-running battle for 
Lloyds Chemists. 

Victory was handed to the 
German group, which raised its 
offer to £684m on Friday, after 
rival bidders Uni Chem bowed 
out of the fray, saying it would 
not increase its own offer. The 
announcement allowed Gehe to 
swoop on over 57 per cent of 
Lloyds' shares, taking its hold- 
ing and acceptances to a 
commanding 78.4 per cent. 
UniChem, which netted a profit 
of around £3m selling its near 
10 per cent stake in Lloyds to 
Gehe yesterday, saw its shares 
jump 13.5p to 269.5p on relief 
that it had decided not to top the 
new bid, which has been rec- 
ommended by the Lloyds board. 


Gehe will now own one of the 
largest chains of pharmacies in 
the UK Lloyds' 900-odd outlets, 
added Lo the 360 outlets in its 
existing AAH group, will create 
a new chain of over 1,200 
chemists, just ahead of Boots, 
hitherto the market leader. The 
group wili command around 33 
per cent of drugs distribution to 
independent chemists, a couple 
of percentage points ahead of 
UniChem. 

Dieter Kammerer, Gebe's 
chairman, said he could not re- 
veal full details of his plans for 
the new group ahead of a meet- 
ing with Lloyds management to- 
morrow. But he said the Gist 
task would be streamlining the 
two organisations, particularly 
the distribution network, which 
largely duplicates the one be- 
longing to AAH. This would be 
“straightened out pretty fast”, 
he said, and could involve 
redundancies, although they 
would not be on a large scale. 


Michael Harrison 


British Aerospace is in line for 
a substantia] payment from its 
Airbus partners after they 
agreed yesterday to pool pro- 
duction facilities and maintain 
their shareholdings at existing 
levels when the consortium 
converts into a single commer- 
cial company in 1999. 

The agreement to transfer 
manufacturing operations into 
the new company along with en- 
gineering, testing, procurement 
and customer service activities 
is a crucial first step on the road 
to the restructuring of Airbus. 

A binding memorandum of 
understanding signed yester- 
day by the four partners will en- 
able Airbus to operate as a fully 
commercial entity as opposed to 
the sales and marketing organ- 
isation that it present^ is. But 
the pooling of production assets 
is likely to lead to financial com- 


pensation being shared out 
among the partners. 

BAe, which makes wings for 
the Airbus family at its Chester 
plant, has a 20 per cent stake in 
Airbus. Aerospatiale of France 
and Daintier Benz of Germany 
each have. 37.9 per cent and 
Casa of Spain has 4.2 per cent. 

However, BAe is likely to ar- 
gue that the efficiency and 
profitability of its own Airbus 
facilities will make them worth 
more than 20 per cent of the 
equity when Airbus converts. 

Rather than fiddle with the 
existing shareholdings, the part- 
ners will determine respective 
valuations for the assets each 
company is contributing. The 
Belgian arm of accountants 
Price Waterhouse is conducting 
an audit at all four Airbus part- 
ners with the aim of drawing up 
a pro-forma set of accounts by 
the end of the year. 

This is likely to lead to com- 


pensation being paid. One es- 
timate is that BAe could be in 
line for payments worth up to 
£400m. An alternative would be 
to adjust the basis on which Air- 
bus shares out profits. Because 
BAe did not join the consortium 
until the early 1980s after the 
Airbus A300 "had already been 
launched it docs not receive 
one-fifth of annual profits. The 
profit sharing formula could be 
amended to take account of the 
differing assets contributed to 
the new entity. 

The assets to be contributed 
and their valuation will be de- 
cided by the end of 1997, Air- 
bus said. The other tasks to be 
completed this year include 
drawing up a new management 
structure and deriding where 
the company will be registered. 
The four partners will also have 
to resolve Lhc lax implications 
of converting to commercial 
status. 


There had been reports that 
the French were less keen than 
the British or Germans to trans- 
fer production facilities into 
the new company. But industry 
sources rejected this, suggesting 
Aerospatiale's main concern 
was not with the principle of 
pooling assets but with the tim- 
ing of it, being anxious to en- 
sure it did not happen until its 
merger with Dassault was com- 
pleted. “The MOU signed hy 
the partners is a very good 
compromise which satisfies 
everyone”, said one source. 

The restructuring will en- 
able Airbus to overhaul its ef- 
ficiency’ levels and procurement 
policy in a move that is likely to 
result in several thousand job 
losses across Europe. 

Airbus will also be able to tap 
world financial markets for 
funding for projects such as the 
600-plus seater A3XX super- 
jumbo. 
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There could be no 
better illustration 
of the need for 
. proper independence 
for the Bank of 
England, and the 
; sooner the better’ 

Monetan 

%> 

A s if Eddie George, Governor of the Bank 
Ixof England, doesn’t have enough on bis 
plate already, ii seems that he now has to an- 
swer to the Labour F’arty too on monetary 
pohqr. According to Labour officials, if he 
doesn’t crack the whip in ihe run-up to the 
election, thus embarrassing his present mas- 
ter, Kenneth Clarke, he won’t get much of 
a hearing from Labour for his case for an in- 
dependent Bank of England. So much for any 
remaining hope of a non-poHtical monetary 
polity The Chancellor wants the Governor 
lax as can be. Labour as tight as possible. It 
scarcely needs saying that both arc motivated 
primarily by political advantage. 

Which makes the Chancellor’s meeting 
tomorrow with Mr George a more than usu- 
ally interesting one. Mixed signals on the 
economy provide the Chancellor with the 
perfect excuse for relaxing the strict mone- 
tary diet. It wifi be difficult for Mr George 
to insist on a tough regime during the next 
few months without appearing to be med- 
dling in politics himself. 

There could be no better illustration of the 
need for proper independence for the Bank 
of England, and the sooner the better. The 
present arrangement of publishing the min- 
utes of the meeting several weeks later does 
not insulate interest rate derisions from 
political considerations. Labour's gimmick 
of setting up a monetary policy committee 
to give secret advice would be not, as pro- 
posed, be much of an improvement either. 
Interest rate calls are a matter of judgement. 

7 policy n< 

and a clever Chancellor can always make his 
decision look reasonable, especially if the 
committee is divided in its advice. 

Mr Clarke would be well advised to sur- 
prise the City with a rise in interest rates this 
week. To keep inflation below 25 per cent 
he must react to mixed signals, and not wait 
until eveiy last indicator points to higher 
prices before he acts. But what he should do 
and what he will do are not necessarily the 
same thing. If he decides against a rate 
increase he will be aided by the fact that 
many, perhaps most, Gfy economists do not 
take the inflation target seriously. They want 
the instant gratification of faster growth. 
Many of these analysts were arguing yes- 
terday that there is no need for base rates 
to rise now because the futures market is 
expecting only a one percentage point 
increase before the end of the year. 

If we already had an independent Bank 
of England, the level of base rates would be 
a bit higher than they are now, but long term 
interest rates would be lower. There would 
be less risk of a short-terra inflationary binge, 
and a much greater chance of the sustain- 
able growth Mr Clarke says he wants. 

The long- arm and big 
nose of Mr Van Miert 

'T’here are, it seems, very few things in this 
± world beyond the reach of Karel van 
Miert, the European Competition Com- 

ied not be 

missioner. If it is within his jurisdiction to 
veto the merger of two American aircraft 
manufacturers, then you can bet that the 
alliance between British Airways and Amer- 
ican Airlines was always going to fall com- 
fortably within his writ 

So it is that Ian Lang, who as President 
of the Board of Trade is minded to let the 
alliance proceed, has been sent the Brus- 
sels equivalent of a threatening lawyer's fet- 
ter. Approve this deal as it stands and we'll 
see you in Lhe European Court of Justice, 
is the gist. There is a precedent for this sort 
of Euro interference in the shape of the extra 
conditions that BA was forced to submit to 
when it swallowed up British Caledonian a 
decade ago. 

On this occasion BA expected to be 
cleared without Brussels’ intervention, par- 
ticularly as the deal has already gone 
through the hoops at the Office of Fair Trad- 
ing and is about to be crawled all over by 
the US Justice Department Mr van Mien 
has other ideas. He believes that the alliance 
constitutes abuse of a dominant position, 
that the conditions imposed by the OFT are 
nowhere near sufficient and that in any 
case, it would be illegal for BA to sell the 
take-off and landing slots it has been told 
to give up. 

Strong stuff. But does Mr van Miert 
really have the right to poke his nose into 
what is essentially a domestic affair affect- 
ing US and British consumers? If Mr van 
Miert's complaint was that the alliance 

a politica 

undermined competition across Europe 
then he would have a case. 

But that is not his argument Indeed, if 
anything, it will probably improve tbe lot of 
air travellers on the Continent bv providing 
greater competition for other national flag 
carriers. 

His argument instead is that it will harm 
the lot of UK and US passengers. If that is 
the case he needs to explain why he allowed 
through other such alliances involving the 
likes of Lufthansa, KLM and Sabena without 
so much as a raised eyebrow. The reality, as 
usual, is that the regulators in Brussels are 
playing catch-up and what better subject to 
cut their teeth on than BA, particularly when 
the airline and the Government had made 
it plain they thought ii none of Mr van 
Miert’s concern. 

If he must intervene, then he has an oblig- 
ation at the veiy least to re-examine all ibe 
other alliances so far agreed. Preferably, 
however, he should keep his nose out 

Tories find time for 
an alpine conference 

TTor an event which boasts that some com- 
Jl panies rearrange their board meetings 
so that senior executives can attend, the 
World Economic Forum annual conference 
in Davos, Switzerland, is sometimes more 
instructive for those not going than those 
who are. Billed as Europe's premier busi- 

1 football 

ness networking conference, few of those in 
a position to hitch their wagon to the in- 
ternational conference circuit miss it gladly, 
for with its alpine setting and none too tax- 
ing schedule, it is generally thought a bit of 
a peach. 

So who's not going this time? Quite a lot 
of the Middle East for a start. The confer- 
ee coincides with Ramadan, the annual 
Moslem month of fasting. There's no one 
from our government in waiting. New 
Labour, cither, which given that the con- 
ference is to be attended by three Cabinet 
members, might seem a bit curious. Tony 
Blair, who was invited, has written back to 
say he cannot attend because of uncertainty 
over the election date: he doesn’t want to 
interrupt bis “campaigning schedule". 
Gordon Brown, the shadow chancellor, 
apparently isn’t interested in the conference 
themes of globalisation and the worldwide 
IT revolution either. He hasn't replied, 
anywav. 

And’ what of the existing Government? 
Can it. any more than Tony Blair, afford to 
miss out on a campaigning opportunity? A 
cynic would sav that the answer lies with a 
Government that knows its number is up and 
therefore doesn’t aciualk have a lot of work 
lo do. 

Thai and the not unrelated issue of job 
prospecting, for which there is plenty of 
opportunity at Davos. New Labour have big 
jobs to look forward to; the present lot must 
already be focused on other things. 


£395m Freemans sale 
fails to boost Sears 


Nigel Cope 


Liam Strong, the beleaguered 
Sears chief executive, moved to 
placate disillusioned investors 
yesterday when be announced 
the sale of the group’s Free- 
mans mail-order business to 
Uttlewoods for £395m. He also 
promised to use the proceeds 
to return £4l0m to share- 
holders in six months time in 
the form of a special dividend 
or share buy-back. 

However, the move failed to 
impress the stock market where 
Sears shares remained un- 
changed at 88p. The sale price 
was below market expectations 
and analysts still predicted that 
Mr Strong would be replaced 
and that Sears was a candidate 
for break up. “Sears will have. 
£400m sitting in the bank in the 
short term during which they 
win be extremely vulnerable to 
a bid,” said Nick Bubb at 
MeesPierson. “There won’t be 
a long term.” 

The Freemans deal will see 
Sears take a £220m goodwill 
write off which will force the 
group into a £165m loss in the 
current year. It will be the sec- 
ond substantial loss in consec- 
utive years. 

If the deal receives approval 
from shareholders it wfll signal 
the first move in a long awaited 
shake-up of Britain’s sleepy 
£5.5bn agency mail-order 
industry. 


It is the most significant ac- 
quisition in Littiewoods’ 70- 
year history and will make the 
privately owned group a power- 
ful rival to market leader Great 
Universal Stores with an almost 
identical share of 24 per cent. 

The integration of the two 
businesses is likely to see hun- 
dreds of job losses at Freemans 
locations, which include a Lon- 
don head office, a warehouse in 
Ffeterborough and call centres 
in Sheffield and Orpington. 


Freemans has 3,000 staff com- 
pared with 10,000 at Little- 
woods home shopping. 

Littiewoods would not be 
drawn on possible redundancies 
but said it hoped to make an- 
nual cost savings of £25m after 
three years on distribution, 
sourcing and marketing. 

Littiewoods is funding the 
deal largely through new bank- 
ing facilities. Though gearing 
will be around 58 percent, cor- 
porate strategy director Chris 


Baker said the group was not fi- 
nancially stretched and could af- 
ford other deals. 

Freemans made trading 
profits last year of £38m but this 
year's profits are expected to be 
substantially lower. 

Littiewoods said it would re- 
tain the Freemans brand name 
and build up its direct sales 
business. It is not taking The 
Source, a high street housewares 
format which was part of the 
Freemans group. Sears wfll now 
either seek a buyer for the 
stores, or a joint-venture 
partner. 

Hie move signals a more 
aggressive approach by Littie- 
woods under new chief execu- 
tive Janies Ross, who joined 
from Cable & Wireless last 
year. Earlier this week Bob 
Willett resigned as managing 
director of the stores division 
and Littiewoods said it was 
halting the stores’ expansion 
plan to concentrate on mail or- 
der. The new bead of the store 
division is Mike Wynne, who 
used to run Littiewoods’ in- 
ternational division. 

A Christmas trading state- 
ment from Littiewoods yester- 
day revealed that the high street 
stores were the weakest per- 
former with hke-for-hke sales up 
by just 3.4 per cent The Index 
catalogue shops recorded a 6.6 
percent gain. Sales at the home 
shopping division were up by 
1Z6 per cent 




A weak position: Liam Strong, beleaguered chief executive of Sears. With £400 m in the 
bank in the short term after Uttlewoods bought Freemans, there won’t be a long term’ 


In Brief 


i Ian Byatt, the water industry regulator, criticised six of the 1 0 
rivatised water and sewerage companies for failing to agree to 
voluntary compensation scheme for customers whose supplies 
re hit by drought orders. Mr Byart said four companies, Ang l ian , 
frames, Northumbrian and Severn Trent, had agreed to the pro- 
^ fr; but had refused to agree to have the scheme formally in- 
3 tpo rated into their operating licenses. Southern Wfcter and 
brkshire Water bad also refused to accept MrByatt’s role as ar- 
iter of the plan. He said he was disappointed at the outcome: “I 
m particularly concerned where a company’s reluctance to ac- 
»pt my proposals is coupled with high leakage rates." 



m said its Voety Aerospace division and Messier-Dowty 
attire with Soecma, have extracts worth a total 
2Qm) for the new Bell Boeing 609 tfltrotor aircraft JTs 
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Europe set for £32bn of state sell-offs 


reter Kongers 

Financial Editor 


European governments will sell 
a record $53bn (£32bn) of state 
assets in 1997 compared with 
$43bn last year as they rush to 
reduce debt interest payments 
to improve their chances of 
qualifying for monetary union, 
according to a report by JP Mor- 
gan Securities. 

Over the next three years, 
$118bn of companies and other 
assets are expected to be pri- 
vatised, more than half the 
total since the state sell-offs be- 
gan in 1977, according to the 
investment bank's annual pri- 


vatisation report. An accelera- 
tion of privatisation aimed at 
improving the national accounts 
of potential Emu members is 
likely to reinforce tears that the 
single currency project is being 
rushed through too fast and that 
accounts are being massaged to 
qualify. 

Although some of the higher 
level of privatisations in 1997 will 
be due to slippages from last year, 
JP Morgan said the increase was 
to “ a great extent a reflection of 
the urgency to complete some of 
the privatisation programmes 
ahead of Emu". 

The proceeds from state as- 
set sales are one-off items and 


do not count directly towards 
the Maastricht criteria for 
budget deficits. 

However, the cash income 
does reduce government debt 
service costs, so indirectly helps 
spruce up the national accounts. 

JP Morgan said: “We be- 
lieve European governments 
may feel under increasing pres- 
sure to accelerate their privati- 
sation programmes to place 
themselves on track to meet the 
Maastricht 3 per cent deficit cri- 
terion." 

Lower debt servicing pay- 
ments were particularly impor- 
tant for France, Italy, Spain and 
Sweden. 


The investment bank added 
that some countries were also 
employing one-off operations to 
bring down their deficits, such 
as the payment to the French 
government by France Tele- 
com for assuming the stale 
company's future pension lia- 
bilities. This is expected to re- 
duce the French government 
deficit by 0.5 percentage points. 

The report said other coun- 
tries were relying on lower 
transfers to state-owned cor- 
porations, offset by higher gov- 
ernment guaranteed borrowing, 
which does not count against the 
Maastricht debt criterion. 

The Maastricht Treaty sets a 


maximum deficit of 3 per cent 
of gross domestic product whQe 
total government debt must 
not exceed 60 per cent of GDP. 

JP Morgan said Italy stood 
out as having the most ambitious 
privatisation programme for 
1997, at dose to $20bn, or 37 per 
cent of the European total. 

France is second, accounting 
for 20 per cent of privatisation 
revenues, followed by Spain 
and Germany. 

The UK having largely com- 
pleted its privatisation pro- 
gramme under the Tories, is at 
the bottom of the league with 
no sell-offs predicted over the 
next three years. 


Whitbread suffers Tomkins shoots down 
post-Christmas chill buy-back proposals 


Tom Stevenson 


Wh itbread shares missed out on 
the FTSE 100 party yesterday 
after the brewing and leisure 
group warned that its profits 

margins had taken a hit over the 
Cbnstmas period. Despite a 
50.7 point nse in the index of 
leading shares, Whitbread 
shares fell 21jp to 74%. 

“The trading pattern was a 
slow pre-holiday period fol- 
lowed by a strong Christmas 
week although bad weather af- 
fected new year sales, especially 
in the South and East," Whit- 
bread said. 

One analyst said the fall was 
an overreaction to a margin hit 
which probably only cost the 
company £3m in lost profits, but 
he added that the warning had 
precqritated the first downgrade 
in profits at Whitbread in more 
than 18 months and would con- 
tinue to affect sentiment 

Whitbread is understood to 
have taken on temporaiy staff in 


its food operations to cover the 
busy Christmas period and been 
hit by the effects of the recent 
cold snap which meant the in- 
crease in costs was not offset by 
a commensurate rise in sales. 
There had also been a shift to 
large 24 can multi-packs of beer 
which sell at a bigger discount. 

According to analysts the 
move was an effort by Whit- 
bread to force some brokers to 
rein in their expectations of 
about £330m pre-tax profit for 
the year to February to a more 
realistic £320m. The result will 
be the last before chief execu- 
tive Peter Jarvis hands over the 
reins to David Thtanas, currently 
the head of Whitbread's restau- 
rants and leisure aim. 

There was some surprise that 
reported strong trading in the 
Whitbread Inns managed pubs 
operation, and from Marriott 
Hotels, Travellnn and David 
Lloyd Leisure, had not been 
enough to offset such a small de- 
cline in margins. 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Greg Hutchings, chief executive 
of Smith & Wesson to Hovis 
conglomerate Tomkins, yester- 
day poured scorn on recent 
calls for the company to hand 
money back to shareholders 
via a share buy-back or special 
dividend. He called on investors 
to focus instead on another 
half year of record earnings and 
dividends with Ibmkins' latest 
acquisition. US automotive 
hose maker Gates, making a 
promising start since its acqui- 
sition last July for £750m. 

Mr Hutchings aid that giv- 
ing money back to shareholders 
would tie Tbmkins’ hands on any 
large acquisition because its 
currently poor market rating 
meant that it was forced to pay 
for deals with cash. He said the 
company was looking to make 
an acquisition of between £lbn 
and £2bn, although any deal 


would probably not be within 
the next year, given the amount 
of management time being 
spent on integrating Gates. 

V/fth Tomkins' shares rated at 

a sizeable discount to the mar- 
ket, because of its association 
with the unfashionable con- 
glomerates sector, it cannot buy 
other companies with its shares 
and so needs to conserve its 
£370m cash pile. Even with its 
cash reserves, an acquisition of 
the proposed size would mean 
borrowings almost matching 
shareholders funds, a level at 
which investors become nervous. 

Mr Hutchings added that 
Tomkins was generating a return 
on the capital it employed of al- 
most 19 per cent compared 
with the cost of those funds of 
only between lOand 12 per cent 
In those circumstances, he said, 
giving money back to share- 
holders would destroy rather 
than create shareholder value. 

He was speaking as Tomkins 


announced profits for (he six 
months to October of £1 68.8m. 
an increase of 33.9 per cent on 
the comparable period in 1995. 
As well as a £30m operating prof- 
it contribution from Gates, prof- 
its were boosted by the latest 
period covering 27 weeks rather 
than the usual 26, and by the 
strength of the pound increasing 
the value of dollar profits. 

Mr Hutchings said: “The in- 
tegration of Gates is proceed- 
ing well and we are delighted by 
the qualify of its operations. 
Tomkins is in excellent shape 
and we look forward to deliv- 
ering another encouraging per- 
formance in the second halt" 

Tomkins said its record first- 
half figures were the 13th suc- 
cessive rise in earnings per share 
since 1984. During that period 
Tomkins has averaged a 25.6 per 
cent compound rise in eps, com- 
pared with an average of onfy9 
per cent for UK companies. 

Investment Cohunn, page 16 


Japanese 

shares 

rebound 

boosts 

markets 

Magnus Grimond 


Japanese shares yesterday 
clawed back some of the dizzy- 
ing falls sustained over the last 
week in the biggest one-day 
gain for the market seen for 18 
months. The rebound dragged 
up Asian markets, while London 
jumped to within a few points of 
its all-time high on receding 
fears of an imminent rate rise. 

A switchback session for 
Tokyo saw shares slip close to 
the psychologically important 
17.000 level in eariy trading only 
to reverse that with a storming 
1,100 point rise at one stage on 
short covering. 

The Nikkei index eventually 
dosed 815.14 points ahead, or 
4.71 percent, to 18,118.79. off- 
setting part of the 2.142.35 
point fail over the previous 
four trading days. 

Japanese investors, suffer- 
ing from historically low inter- 
est rates, have fled to other 
markets for better returns on 
their money. On Friday alone, 
the index slid 770 points, the 
biggest drop since January 1995. 

Keiko Kondo, a strategist at 
Merrill Lynch Japan, attrib- 
uted the rebound to bottom- 
fishing. “Since last week's fall 
was so sharp, the index [at cur- 
rent JevelsJ looked attractive 
and bargain-hunters emerged." 
But he cautioned that the mar- 
ket could again be hit by com- 
panies taking profits on 
shareholdings ahead of corpo- 
rate book closings at the end 
of March. 

Analysts called the rebound 
technical, however, and said it 
did not signal any major rever- 
sal of the bearisb’trend, adding 
that the market was still gripped 
by worries about the economy 
and the health of some finan- 
cial institutions. 

This analysis was at odds 
with the futures market, where 
March contracts briefly surged ; 
nearly 1,000 points before clos- 
ing at 18,130, up 980 points. 

Rumours that the govern- 
ment was preparing to step in to 
support share prices were 
quashed, but there was evidence 
of damage limitation. Shoichiro 
Tbyoda, chairman of the pow- 
erful business lobby Keidanren. 
said: “Although there is not 
much confidence in the econo- 
my, I don’t think the conditions 
at the moment are bad." 

Asked about recent weakness 
in the stock market, Mr Toyo- 
da said he was worried about 
the price foils, but added that 
movements in stock prices did 
not necessarily coincide with 
those in corporate earnings- 
Meanwhile. The Prime Min- 
ister, Ryutaro Hashimoto, was re- 
ported as saying that Japan's 
economic policy should not be 
formed only by looking at current 
stock prices, while other gov- 
filament sourcessaid lhey did do! ■ 
expect the economy to be hurt 
by the stock market's weakness. ■ 
The Tokyo bounce, coming on 
the bad< of Friday's rally cm Wkll , 
Street, saw several European 
stock markets dose at record 
highs yesterday. In London, the 
FTSE 100 index broke through 
the 4,100 level, ending 50.7 ; 
points ahead at 4 . 107 . 3 , just ■ 
short of the- all-time high of 
185 struck on New Year's Eve. ! 
Wail Street followed Fridays 
record by rising further in morn- 
ing trade, but the Dow Joneswas 
up only around 10 points as Eu- 
ropean markets dosed. 

Market Report, page 17 
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Tomkins finds big is still beautiful 

The Investment Column 


Greg Hutchings. chief executive of 
buns-to-guns conglomerate Tomkins, 
looks more and more like a laid back 
Californian as his hair heads towards 
his shoulders bu‘ he was on a short fuse 
yesterday discussing the City’s persis- 
tent refusal to recognise his company's 
achievements and potential. 

Twice a year Tomkins wheels out an 
impressive set of data to back up its ar- 
gument that, despite the range of its 
products from Hunter wellies to Smith 
^Wesson handguns, from loaves of 
bread to bicycles, it is no Hanson or 
BTR and should not be rated as if it 
were. To an extent, investors have cot- 
toned on and Tomkins shares have out- 
performed the diversified industrials 
sector by 45 per cent over the past three 
vears. Against such a dismal backdrop, 
however, that dies little to distract from 
the fact that the shares trade on a scep- 
tical multiple of earnings. 

Figures for the half year to October 
were flattered by an extra week com- 
pared with last year and boosted to an 
extent by the strength of the pound es- 
pecial!) against the dollar, but they were 
yet another very impressive perfor- 
mance, with earnings per share up IS 
per cent and a 13 per cent rise in the 
dividend completing an unbroken se- 
quence of increases since 19S4. 

The figures were another snub to 
cynics who questioned the Ranks 
Hovis McDougall acquisition five years 
ago and suggested that the latest big 
purchase, of automotive hose maker 
Gates, is going to be a much quicker 
and easier integration than the bread' 
maker, ft is proving a long education 
process hut analysis are finally getting 
the message that, despite its apparent 
rag-bag of businesses. Tomkins really 
does have a focus -on manufacturing. 

The City is quick to call on Tomkins 
to bend to the latest business school 
fashion and Lhe company doggedly re- 
fuses to be swayed by the* argument. Its 
refusal to follow Hanson down the 
break-up path has been vindicated by 
the failure of that demerger to create 
any shareholder value and the latest re- 
fusal lo hand money back to share- 
holders has more 'than a ring of 
common sense about it. 

Tomkins reckons it generates a re- 
turn on its capital of getting an for 20 
per cent compared to the cost of that 
money of between 12 and 13 per cent. 
Plainly there would come a point 
when i ts share price were so depressed 
that a buy-back was the best use of the 
company’s £370m cash pile, but it is not 
now. The restrictions it would place on 
any cash-funded acquisition would be 
unacceptable. 

Tomkins problem is that, despite the 
steadiness of its earnings growth, the 
scale of the rise is so pedestrian. Prof- 
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its of f 425m in the year to April would 
imply an 11 per cent increase and the 
forecast for the fallowing 12 months is 
even less exciting. A p/c ratio of 12 is 
harsh but does not represent a massive 
valuation anomaly. Solid value. 


Ellis & Everard 
finds its focus 


Chemicals group Ellis & Everard went 
through a torrid patch in the early 
1990s. Profits took a hammering after 
an Ill-judged diversification into so- 
called performance chemicals like 
cleaners and aerosols had lo be re- 
versed. But the group is now back, 
firmly focused on” its profitable niche 
of buying bulk chemicals from large 
manufacturers, breaking them down 
into smaller lots and selling them on 
to around 60.000 customers, large and 
small. 

Profits have begun to motor in the 
last few years, with the last of the under- 
performers being ditched in 1995, and 
this year looks set to continue the trend. 
The pre-tax figure grew a fifth to 
£15.6m in the six months to October 


and full-year forecasts were being 
nudged up close to £30m yesterday. 
The shares, unexciting performers in 
recent years, put on 9p to 312Jp on 
the news, taking them to within a few 
pence of their all-time high. 

That looks fully justified by the po- 
tential The group tends to find the go- 
ing harder in periods of deflation, so 
the latest figures are i mpressi ve given 
the overall price reduction of 6 per cent 
in the period and as much as 20 per 
cent in areas like polymers. Strong po- 
sitions in both its traditional market in 
the UK and the US, into which it 
moved 15 years ago, means Ellis is win- 
ning business from customers like 
Procter & Gamble and Unilever who 
are focusing their supply requirements 
on a smaller number of larger players. 
This, alongside moves to widen and 
build the product base into areas like 
surfactants, food chemicals and sol- 
vents, helped send volumes 7 per cent 
higher in the latest six months, offset- 
ting the price erosion. 

The prospects for more of the same 
look good. Ellis is market leader in the 
UK in distributing commodity chem- 
icals like caustic soda, nitric add and 
phosphates with a market share of 
around 30 per cenL But there should 


still be plenty of scope for expanding 
the speoality chemical side, while its 
US share remains a minimal 2 per cent 
despite being the fifth largest operator 
there. 

Strategic advantage is enhanced by 
its strong environmental position. while 
the strongpound, if continued, wffl s&e 
only around £600,000 from translation 
of second-half figures. On a forward pte 
of 14, the shares are good value. 


Seasonal cheer 
for Next 


Next is very much in die Maries & 
Spencer camp when it comes to 
Christmas trading statements. Both 
believe that brevity is a virtue and 
yesterday’s effort from Next ran to all 
of three sentences. But when your 
numbers are as good as these no one 
is going to worry. 

Next clearly enjoyed a very merry 
Christmas with combined sales in the 
24 weeks toll January up 16 per cent 
on the same period last year. Star per- 
former yet again was the Next Direc- 
tory catalogue, where sales were 26 per 
cent higher. The stores also showed 
good growth with sales up 14 per cent 
on selling space 5 per cent higher. 

But shareholders who have beamed 
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meteoric growth of Next shares in the 
last six years will always ask the same 
question. Have I had the best of the 
run and should I bail out? Probably uol 

For some observers the outstanding 
success of the Next formula remains 
something of a mystery. The shops al- 
ways look busy but not that busy. And 
the merchandise is good, but is itflreets 
ahead of rivals? Figures like this sug- 
gest consumers think it is. 

Can Next keep it up? Next Direc- 
tory still has plenty of scope for growth 
though it will not be able to deliver 26 
percent increases every year. The mar- 
ket may get more competitive with the 
Littlewoods deal with Freemans con- 
solidating the industry. But Next is well 
advanced with the direct approach to 
mail-order selling that rivals are only 
just be ginning to copy. For both the 
high street stones and the directory, the 
strength of consumer spending and the 
coming building society windfalls will 
benefit retailers with strong brands like 
Next 

Yesterday’s numbers were good 
enough for analysts to leave their full- 
year profit forecasts unchanged at 
£157m. With the shares up 12L5p to 
541 Jp yesterday they trade on a for- 
ward rating of 18. Not cheap but still 
worth holding. 


Hilton Hotels 
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after 32 years 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Ladbroke and Hflton Hotels of 
the US signed a co-operation 
agreement yesterday that mil 
reunite the H3ton brand for the 
first time in 32 years. The deal 
was first mooted last August. 

The deal creates a world- 
wide marketing alliance for the 
400 Hilton hotels in 49 countries 
which have operated under dif- 
ferent control within and outride 
the US since 1964 when HU ton - 
International (HIC) was spun 
off from Hilton Hotels. Lad- 
broke acquired HIC in 1987. 

Peter George, chief executive 
of Ladbroke, said aQ options, in- 
cluding a takeover of Hilton by 
Ladbroke, had been explored 
over the past year. For a variety 
of reasons, including tax com- 
plications, however, it had been 
decided that the best way for- 
ward lay in a marketing, cus- 
tomer loyalty and reservations 
co-operation between the two 
companies. 

He said: “There is no hidden 
agenda. There is no intention to 
merge and last year we did look 
at every option. But in the full- 
ness of time who knows? Tm not 
ruling it out.” 

The companies said that the 
deal covering sales and mar- 
keting loyalty programmes and 
development would fuel sales 
growth and dispel the confusion 
that has surrounded the two 
groups in recent years. 

The details of the deal un- 
veiled yesterday allow for a 20- 
year agreement between the two 
companies, twice as long as 
envisaged last simmer when the 
proposal was first announced. 
Another significant change was 
the decision by the companies 
not to invest in the actual hotel 
assets owned by the other par- 
ty to the agreement 

The deal allows for both 
sides to take a stake of up to 20 
per cent in the other and yes- 
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Peter George: No intention to merge Ladbroke and Hilton 
Hotels of the US, ‘but l ( m not ruling it out' 




terday Stephen Bollenbach, 
president of HHC, said it was 
rhe American company's in- 
tention to acquire a 5 per cent 
holding in Ladbroke m due 
course. If that stake came in the 
form of new shares it would rep- 
resent a cash inflow of more 
than £l30m for Ladbroke, but 
the stake could also be bought 
in the markeL 

Mr Bollenbach will join Lad- 
broke's board and Peter George 
is to be appointed as a non- 
executive director of Hilton 
Hotels. 

The implementation of the 
sales and marketing elements of 
the alliance will be overseen by 
three jointly owned companies 
with responsibility for promot- 


ing Hilton as a uniform brand 
world-wide; operating the 
HE ton HHonors customer loy- 
alty programme; and operating 
the existing world-wide joint 
reservation system. 

The two companies have also 
cleared up an area of historical 
conflict by licensing the Conrad 
name to HIC for fiiture devel- 
opment outside the US fora pe- 
riod of 20 years. Conrad, which 
has only 10 hotels in the chain, 
had been Hilton Hotels’ vehi- 
cle for expansion outside the US 
and was the cause of legal 
dispute between the two. 

The deal was welcomed in the 
City where benefits worth up to 
£10m a year have been pencilled 
in for Ladbroke. 
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MJN 


MIN high performance systems based on IBM P166+ 
processors and new systems based an Intel Pentium* 
processors with 


The Best Choice 
For The Latest 
Technology 
Service & Value 


MMX™ Technology 


MJN h©i performance systems feature the latest Intel 
166MHz Pentium* processors with MMX™ technology and 
high speed IBM P166+ processors to provide you with the 
ultimate performance. These systems include 32Mb EDO 
RAM, fast 33.6 modems, large IS" or 17" screens, fast 
2. 1Gb had disks and full-feature 8 speed multimedia. We 
also offer a new P133 system for the budgst conscious. 


PUSIFHbM 

• 16Mb RAM 

• 166 HD 

• IS" Screen 

• 28.8 Modem 





P1G64 lrBodeJ 
■ 32Mb RAM 
- 2.1(5) HD 

• IS-SOBHl 

• 33.6 Modem 


PUCMX W Modal 

• 32Mb RAM 

• 2.1Gb HO 

• 15- Screen 

• 33.6 Modem 


P1B6+ lTMoM 

- 32Mb RAM 

• 21Gb HD 

• ir Screen 

• 326 Modem 


£ 11621™ 

989 

+VAT 

£ 1279f™ 

1089 

+VAT 

£ 1397;1t 

1189 

+VAT 

i 1479;.„ 

1259 

+VAT 


MJN Offers End 24th January 
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Software 


Intel 166ft*te Pentium processor with MWK~ Tec h notoar 
1PI66MX model), 6*86 P166+ processor manufactured by IBM 
1PI66+ models) of Intel 133MHc Pentium processor (P133 
model) 

33Mb EDO RAM. i Remember a 32Mb P166+ system yields far 
better performance man a 16Mb P200 system). 16Mb RAM on 
P133 model 

2.1Gb hard disk. 1Gb on P133 model 

33.6 V34 BAST rtemal modem. 2&8 on P133 model 

8 speed CD-ROM dme 

15" or 17" SVGA 0.28dp screen 

256K pipeline burst cache 

64 -bn negated ©apttes (use upu 2Mb system RAM) 

16-bit siereo sound 
PC Joystick 

Twin stereo speaker qriem 
7 bay rmdi towar case 

Standard pons inducing PS/2 mouse. 2 fast serial parallel and 

joystick. 

3.5" floppy dnwi, PfV2 nnuse and 105 teytoeni. 


Microsoft Uttndous 95 
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goes to the wire 


Patrick Too her 


The hostile battle for control of 
UK Estates went to the wire last 
night as Ashquay, which is bid- 
ding £21xn in the Manchester- 
based property development 
group, sought to buy shares in 
the market to secure outright 
victory. 

In a statement issued to the 
Slock Exchange last night after 
the final dosing date for its offer 
had dosed, Ashquay said that 
with the Takeover Panel’s ap- 
proval, it would announce the 
level of acceptances by mid- 
night. 

But the outcome looked too 
close to call after shares in UK 
Estates closed 0.75p higher at 
2SJp, while Ashquay ended 
OJp better at 40p, valuing the 
bid at 30.8p. Ashquay is offer- 
ing 10 shares for every 13 ordi- 
nary UK Estates shares. 

Just minutes before the offer 
closed Ashquay said it would 
borrow up to £750,000 “on 
normal commercial terms - to 
acquire shares in UK Estates. 
The money will be borrowed 
from Close Brothers, a sub- 
sidiary of Close Brothers 
Finance, who are acting as 
financial advisers to Ashquay. 

Ashquay is thought to have 
used the money to go into the 
market and buy a 3 per cent 
stake held in UK Estates by the 
Co-Op Bank. Sources familiar 


with the bid said uncertainty 
about whether Ashquay would 
be able to secure registration of 
the Co-Op shares with the 
Takeover Panel had caused a 
delay in the outcome of the bid 
being announced. 

Ashquay has already won 
over investors speaking for 3S 
percent of UK Estates' ordinary 
shares and 16 per cent of its 
preference shares. 

During the often acrimo- 
nious bid battle Ashquay 
sought to increase the pressure 
on UK Estates by sticking to 
yesterday's deadline as the final 
dosing date for its offer. The 
Takeover Code had allowed 
for Ashquay to extend its offer 
until 27 January. 

At one sLage. Ashquay 
accused UK Estates' directors 
of having a “thorough disregard 
for shareholders' interests and 
of “mismanaging the company - . 
It also highlighted UK Estates' 
administrative costs, which last 
year totalled £970,000, and the 
£530,000 UK Estates spent on 
shares for an employee benefit 
trust. 

Last year pre-tax profits at 
UK Estates fell from £610,000 
to £382,000. 

But UK Estates rejected the 
offer, noting Ashquay is a 
smaller company with net assets 
less than half those of UK 
Estates. It also derided the lack 
of a cash alternative. 


Schroders error 


casts confusion 
over Cook bid 


s=2*Csr.rir_:r.ar 


Patrick Tooher 


There were red faces at 
Schroders yesterday after the 
City’s leading independent in- 
vestment bank admitted its 
fund management arm, 
Schroder Investment Manage- 
ment, had withdrawn accep- 
tance of engineer Triplex 
Lloyd's hostile £58m bid for 
William Cook, the steel castings 
group, due to “a clerical error”. 

The withdrawal is all the 
more embarrassing because 
Schroders, whose corporate fi- 
nance division is acting for 
Triplex Lloyd , has a policy of 
deferring decisions on 
takeovers until the last possible 
moment, whereas SIM inad- 
vertently agreed to throw its 5.44 
per cent stake in Cook behind 
the bid at the first closing date. 

“It's unsatisfactory,” said a 
source at Schroders. “There is 
some corporate embarrassment 
that a colleague has made a 
mistake." 

Schroders insists the error 
came to light only after the un- 
usually high level of accep- 
tances for the Triplex Lloyd bid 
on the first dosing date became 
known. “When they {SIM] re- 
alised they had made a mistake 
they let both sides know,” the 


SIM's withdrawal now mean's 
that just 0.39 per cent of 
William Cook's shareholders 
had accepted the Triplex Lloyd 
bid by New Year's Eve. 

“I am glad shareholders arc 
appreciating our strong argu- 
ments on value and prospects 
and how Triplex Lloyd's offer is 
derisory,” said Andrew Cook,: 
William Cook’s chairman. 

His comments, the latest in, 
an increasingly heated war of 
the words, drew a stiff response 


#4 


from the Triplex camp. 
“Andrew Cook knows per- 


fectly well that the withdrawal 
of acceptances ... is the result 
of one shareholder who ac- 
cepted the offer due to a cler- 
ical error. Andrew Cook knows 
this because the shareholder in 
question wrote to explain this 
to the chairmen of both Triplex 
Lloyd and William Cook. No 
other conclusion should be 
withdrawn from the withdraw- 
al of the acceptance,” a state- 
ment said. 

Nevertheless, the episode is 
clearly a setback for Triplex 
Lloyd, who made much of the 
high level of acceptances at 
such an early stage of the bid. 
It also adds to the impression 
that the highly acrimonious 
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source continued. 

Bui Schroders could not ex- 
plain how the error came about. 

out blow that many analysts as- 
sumed at the outset, will have 
to be increased if WQliaxn Cook 
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“As a matter of policy it 
should be inconceivable for this 
to happen,’’ the source con tin - 

is to lose its independence. 

That is certainly what lhe 
stock market is suggesting. 
Triplex Lloyd is offering 309p in 
cash and shares, with a cash al- 
ternative of 295p, but William 
Cook's shares dosed at 360p, up 
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to fill out any forms at the first 
closing date for acceptances. 

r -a vl. " \ ■' 

(F)-Rnal (I) - ktertm | 

li jfe - ■*» 
• /- 


*1* ' S 1 ■ 

5 ~ 


y * iwt 

' ■« 3.-. 


*r 

■iSbi 

rrc 


a Sag 


— ■■ . T% 

V >: T54 a , 


;■ -** .<T 


CLASSIFIED 


Charities 


DOYUUBBJEVE 
IN UFE AFTER 
DEATH? 

Mfe (fo. Kidney ra aea r d i saves 
*»». So do togactae. 


NATIONAL 


Kt NEYi 


RESEARCH FUND 


3 Arch** Court StUMiy 

Rami, Huntingdon, 

CmnbrUgoahke PE16 6XG 
TUophone 01480 454B3B 
ftogittond Ctnrtty No. 2S2B92 


■ « W*1 mm la MM. 


CHARITY COMMISSION 

Onrirr- Tie (Mi ftmi ml He Fk, 
Ffnka Na d ,— I i a eri ni FM M M 1 
dcdnUaa •( km 
Mow- JMAUWCnm 
He Clarer C ram Banner, Inn rwlr ■ 
Sdmc liw itai dtamy A cupr on he woi 
lor lie oeu Bunt al Manor Cvwl. 
Fiinlan Huad. Lm te h aapmn. Am Suon 
BNIJ <NF U r 1 Dpi (in he vtamed H 
a OBqnl aaldKucd emthw lo 
Tie ObAj Oram 4i WrmUreU 


Hooa*. Tonjer. T-wson. Suomi TAI 
4BL oimom lhr rrlorocr abort 


What's On 


PHANTOM pop & sport. C.Dtan, 
Tina Turner 0171 823 SI 19 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER taf ttuu spade 
Otto. TS42-1996. moa mss avd> 
■We. ktotf Wnbdoy fltn. Remem. 
ber When. TW: 0181-688 63Z3. Or 
CALL FREE 0500520 00Q. 


To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Classified Team 
on 

10171 2932217. 


Gifts 


NiroSEKY-^C 


* 4 


% 't 

3 ^ ■ 


TRADITIONAL ROCKING HORSES' 




Real Leather & Brass Accessories 
Genuine Horsehair Mane & . 


Hand-made to order 

Ring: 01372 454722 


*■ | 
i \ 


^ «wy 
“ !'■ roe -g 

.. tat 

^ ^ c ^t;. 
r. ^ =Kf 


r: - », rw 


is. 


v. ” 

5 


<_ ^ as * - 
r. n? * 


55 m 

tt- 

•T? ^ ^ » •; ■ 


Kf 















mjmtmm hiuesday m jan^y 


1997 


17 


* 


years 



market report/ shares 


Data Bank 


k/W&Mq. 

r ymm'3 


; BSE- 250 
4534.9 


+50.7 


Footsie suddenly follows New York’s blue chip surge 


Taking Stock 


+27.1 


EXSE350 

" 2043.7 +?9 a 

; SEAQ VOLUME 

a.03bn shares, 
v : 50,221 bargains 
Gilts index 

' - ^n/a - . ■ . 


Share spotlight 


r56D 


.^nara pnca. ponce 





FMAM J-J ASONO j 


Al long last the stock market, 
perhaps only briefly, is cling- 
ing to New York's coat-tails. 
Another determined trans- 
atlantic surge, lifting the Dow 
Jones Average to a peak, was 
for once given a favourable re- 
ception rather than the surly in- 
difference which has so often 
greeted high-powered US 
share displays. 

Footsie jumped more than 
SO points to wi thin a few points 
of its high, hit on the final day 
of last year. Despite its sudden 
display of strength it is still lag- 
ging a long way behind its 
New York counterpart. 

One of the mysteries of the 
1990’s, at least in the eyes of 
market followers, is the yawn- 
ing gap which has opened be- 
tween the blue chip share 
measurement of New York 
and London. 

In the past few months there 
have been attempts to explain 
the gulf by describing New 
York as grotesquely overvalued 


and suggesting it is sure to suf- 
fer a corrective slump today, to- 
morrow or sometime soon. 

As if defying gravity the 
stretched New York stock mar- 
ket, said to be over heated by 
Alan Greeenspan, the US 
banking chief, has continued to 
romp ahead and was again hil- 
ling new peaks during Lon- 
don's opening. 

Tbkyo’s misfortunes in the 
past few days have made little 
impact; even so the overnight 
rebound was welcomed and 
added to the market’s confi- 
dence. 

The latest Whitehall statis- 
tics and the mixed bag of festive 
trading statements combined to 
strengthen the belief interest 
rates are likely to remain un- 
changed after this week’s Ken 
and Eddie meeting. 

Footsie closed S0.7 points 
higher, its best one day gain 
since November, at 4,1073, just 
112 below its record level. 
Trading was again often hectic 
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with turnover, for the second 
consecutive trading day, top- 
ping 1 billion shares. 

Banks, oils and power shares 

led the charge. The market view 
is that anyone with reasonable 
intelligence should be able to 
successfully run a bank these 
days and it seems the merest 

flip of encouragement can pro- 
duce sharp price movements. 

So Credit Lyonnais Laing 
support lifted Bank of Scotland 
llJp to 30.8 Jp and Royal 
Bank of Scotland Up to 
568 Jp. Abbey National, Bar- 
clays, National Westminster 
ana even often-overlooked 
Lloyds TSB also moved ahead. 

Oils remained under the 
whip of takeover speculation 


and the firming oil price. 
Weather forecasts pointing to 
some cold spells, particularly 
in the US. kept the crude 
price bubbling and action over 
Clyde Petroleum was enough 
to alert the market to the pos- 
sibility of more takeover action. 
Lasmo was again strong, up 
7.5p to 25ip. Cairn Energy, 
however, bad its own agenda. 
Its latest deal with the 
Bangladeshi authorities lifted 
the shares 36p to a 521 ip peak. 

On the generating front 
National Power surged an- 
other 14.5p to 493p and 
PowerGen edged ahead 5 Jp to 
601 Jp. Awaiting the seem- 
ingly inevitable strikes South- 
ern Electricity rose 7Jp to 


786Jp and Yorkshire Elec- 
tricity 4p to 799p. 

Festive trading statements 
had predictable impacts. A 
flat discourse from the Whit- 
bread brewing and leisure 
group eroded the shares 21-5p 
to 740p; Next, with the now ex- 
pected upbeat statement, put 
on 12Jp to 541 Jp. 

Currency influences again 
undermined some, such as 
Siebe, the engineering group, 
off 13 Jp to l,014p. Besides 
currency worries KMC, the 
building materials group, had 
to contend with the recent 
run of poor weather, leaving 
the shares down I6p at 8S7 Jp. 
A profit warning from civil en- 
gineer Birse late on Friday 
claimed a 5Jp fall to 19.75p* 

Lloyds Chemists fell 1.5p to 
525p as Uni Chan retired from 
the bid battle, leaving the way 
clear for Gehe, the German 
group. Unichem added 13 Jp 
to 269 Jp. 

Cable & Wireless, on wor- 


ries about its cable build up 
shaded 4p to 465Jp but Cook- 
son, on Barclays de Zoete 
Wedd andNatWest Securities 
support, rose 3 Jp to 251 p. 

Legal & General, the insur- 
er, lad another rousing session, 
up 14 Jp to 393 Jp. M&G. the 
unit trust group, rose 31n to 
1230p. 

3i, the investment group 
gained 3p to 498 Jp, a peak, as 
Barclays, one of its h original 
shareholders, sold its remaining 
stake, 21 per cent, ai490p. The 
£59m deal produced a £42m 
profit for the banking group. 


□ Darby, a specialist glass 
group holding at a 117 Jp 
peak, is trading well but re- 
mains a favourite takeover 
target. It said in the summer 
it had received approaches 
bat denied it was then in- 
volved in takeover talks. Pilk- 
ington. Saint Gobain of 
France and the US PPG 
group are among the groups 
linked with Darby. Its interim 
profits emerged at £880,000 
and around £225m is expect- 
ed for last year. The current 
year could produce £3 im. 


Gieves, the cloLhingeroup, 
fell another 2p to 47p follow- 


ing its profit warning and crit- 
icism of its involvement in Lhe 


Knickerbox lingerie chain. 

. the oD explorer. 


Wesdnount, i 

rose 2p to 47 Jp. It has pumped 
£344,000 into Desire Petro- 
leum, seeking oil and gas 
around the Rdklands. and 
placed 325,000 shares, raising 
£130.000. 


OTronbled Uonheart, being 
developed as a bathroom ac- 
cessories company by new 
chief executive Mark Flatman 
(ex-Couitaulds Textiles), has 
attracted increased backing 
from Schroders. The invest- 
ment group, perhaps averag- 
ing down, has picked op 4.6 
million shares lifting its stake 
to 19.49 per cent. The price 
gained 0 Jp to 825p. 
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TUESDAY 14 .JANUARY 1997 » THE INDEPENDENT 


to the information society 


met the soap star . 

e sssL, People & Business 


I s there a relationship 
between low inflation and 
the information society? 
Dearly something has changed 
in the last few years, for infla- 
tion has virtually disappeared 
in all the main developed coun- 
tries. The headline figures for 
inflation at the retail level are 
in the 0-3 per cent range, but 
if you allow for improvements 
in the quality of output and the 
way people shift their patterns 
of purchase in response to 
changes in prices, you can ar- 


gue that you should knock at 
least 1 percentage pci ini off the 


least 1 percentage point off the 
published inflation figures. If 
that is right, several countries 
have already reached price 
stability and those that haven't 
are so close it hardly matters. 

The most obvious products 
where prices are stable or 
falling are those connected 
with information technology: 
computers, telecommunica- 
tions and the like. Jf you can't 
afford some equipment, wait a 
few weeks and it will be bound 
to be cheaper. As the graph be- 
low shows, in the UK the price 
of computers has fallen by 
one-third over the last decade 
- though because the weighting 
in the producer price index is 
only 13 per cent of the total 
(which seems astonishingly 
low) this has not done much to 
contain the rise in that index. 

But. of course, the influence 
of the information age on the 
world economy goes far beyond 
the fall in the price of the IdL 
So it is an attractive notion to 
explore the nature of the link be- 
tween information and inflation. 
This is the subject of a new pa- 
per by David Oiwen of Kleinwort 
Benson, the first of a series of 
long views into the future to be 
published by the bank. 

His thesis runs like this. The 
development of information 
technology should be good for 
world growth and it will tend 
to go on holding down world 
prices. But it is one of the forces 


ket, while those with fewer 
skills find themselves compet- 
ing against similarly skilled 
from lower wage economies. 
One obvious implication for in- 
vestors is that inflation will stay 
low; and this will be good for 
feed-interest investments. 

It is certainly an interesting 
thesis, but is it ri§ht? 

To some extent it must surely 
be valid. The fall in the cost of 
computer and telecommunica- 
tions has a long way to run, for 
several reasons. These include 
the probability that the tech- 
nology of computing will cany 
On adv ancing for another cou- 
ple of decades, maybe longer, 
the fact that the full decline in 
the cost of telecommunications 
that has already taken place has 
still to be passed through to 
consumers: the inevitable lag in 
the sophistication with which we 
use the new equipment as it 
becomes available; and the like- 
lihood that better communica- 
tions will speed up technology 
transfer in unrelated areas of 
economic activity, so that good 
practice in each activity be- 
comes more universally applied. 

There is, almost certainly, 
also some relationship between 
the rise in income inequality 
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celebrity rather than the need 
for information s kills . True, in 
theoiy, the growth of a global 
media industry has enabled 
Hollywood film stars to dis- 
tribute their output more eas- 
ily to other countries and may 
have increased their earnings. 
But a MU Street corporate fi- 
nancier or a New York lawyer 
is basically still selling his or her 
services to the US market. And 
some of the information tech- 
nology that has been applied 
bas enabled service industries 


As more and 
more services 
are imported 
from lower-wage 
economies the 
downward 
pressure on costs 
will extend 


to use lower-skilled people 
than they would have done. 


that is taking place and the rise 
in the need for drills that the in- 


in the need for drills that the in- 
formation age demands. Avast 
amount of work has been done 
on this, particularly in the US 


but it remains very diffi cult to 
pin down with any precision the 
connection between the two. 
For example, the greatest surge 
in incomes in the US bas been 
in the finance and legal indus- 
tries, but these bave been af- 
fected by the cult of the 


than they would have done. 

What has, ’ perhaps, had 
more impact on widening dif- 
ferentials is the spread of the 
market economy to low-wage 
countries, particularly in East 
Asia. That is, in part, a func- 
tion of the information boom, 
but it is more the transfer of 
practical manufacturing know- 
how. A firm in Chin a can buy 
as good a plant as one in North 
America, Japan or Europe - 
and maybe buy in the design 
and marketing skills too. While 
the number of actual workers 
displaced in the US, Japan 
and Europe by such imports is 
still quite small relative to total 
employment, the surge in 
cheap imports has the effect of 
holding down general price 
levels, and hence wages, in 
the domestic industries. But 
then again, the number of ar- 


eas where imports from East 
Asia are significant are quite 
limited. Aside from electronic 
consumer durables, toys, foot- 
wear and some other clothing, 
and limned imports of cars, the 
impact of East Asia on prices 
has been very small. Expect it 
to grow, but the fall in inflation 
so far must have other causes. 

If, however, one defines the 
information age more widely to 
include the impact that the in- 
stant information has had on fi- 
nancial markers, then there 
has been one area where it has 
already exerted a powerful 
downward force on all prices: 
instant high-quality information 
has surely increased the power 
of the bond markets, and it is 
that power which has been the 
main reason why the inflation 
dragon has been slam. 

Of course the really big ques- 
tion is this. Does the continu- 
ing development of information 
secure this collapse of inflation? 
I think it will certainly help to 
do so. for three main reasons. 
The first is that it will become 
possible to import more and 
more on-screen services from 
lower-wage economies, so that 
the downward pressure on costs 
in things like consumer elec- 
tronics wiU extend to a range of 
services, too. You can see this 
already with activities such as 


Eri Gelkr, the well-known 
spoon bender, has just signed 
up with William “Coronation 
Street” Roadie’s company 
Mambi.. in order to market a 
board game which Uri claims 
will Improve your psychic 
powers. 

This is the first signing by 
Mr Roache, who prays Ken' 
Barlow in the long-running 
northern soap. Mambi is 
seeking to raise £705,000 on 
the Ofex market at the end 
of the month, to fund the de- 
velopment of more celebrity- 
related board games. 

Uri tells me: “I’ve been 
, ro aming the world for the 
last 30 years demonstrating 
my (paranormal) powers on 
stage and in laboratories. 

I've always been interested in 
psychic gam es, but never 
thought about producing one 
until I met 'William Roache a 



Paranormal power (from left): Uri Geller wrth- Bill 
Roache and Brian Hicks, Mambi's finance director^. . 


year ago. 

The two bumped into each 
other at a computer exhibi- 
tion - Uri has his own web 


sue. 

“I don’t watch soap op- 
eras, but I asked someone 
who he was,” Uri says. The 
spoon-bender was much 
keener to join a small “fami- 
ly'’ company than a large im- 
personal corporation. 


airline accounting being han- 
dled in Bombay, or software 


No inflation in computers 


Oiriput price of conqxitBr retalixf eqwpmert compared with GDP deflator in UK (Jan 1936=100) 


prices. But it is one ot ine torces 
leading to growth in income dif- 
ferentials in the West, as it en- 
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ables the people with the most 
marketable skills to sell their 


marketable skills to sell their 
output to a wider global mar- 




— .At; . - .i, mA vr : a « a- r — .y 

1989 ! 1990.. _ - 1991 ” ‘ 1932 199? ; > 1994 - r 1995 1996 


died in Bombay, or software 
written in Bangalore. 

The second is that the power 
of the bond markets will be 
underpinned by the spread of 
good financial practice by gov- 
ernments around the world, 
and that spread will itself be en- 
couraged by the increase in in- 
formation about government 
behaviour. Governments are 
being “trained" by the markets 
to up their performance. 

Finally. I suspect the West's 
ageing voters wul become more 
favourably inclined to low in- 
flation, and will be able to 
“vote" their preferences in a va- 
riety of ways: not just through 
the ballot box. but also through 
opinion surveys and most im- 
portantly, where they place 
their own savings. 


personal corporation. 

Uri adds he can't decide 
whether to call the game 
“Psychic" or “Paranormalisl" 
or something else a gain. 

“The game will enhance peo- 
ple’s ESR I believe everyone 
bas paranormal powers, they 
just don't realise it." 

So when will the game be 
launched? Strangely for a 
man of such psychic powers. 
Uri doesn't know. “That’s a 
technical question. You bet- 
ter ask the people at Mambi 
that." Hang on a minute. Til 
just consult my crystal ball... 


If you hear pounding rock 
music emanating from the 
offices of the normally staid 
Q'ty law firm Travers Smith 
Braithwaite, it will be be- 
cause one of its finance 
lawyers, Neil Murray, has 
just released a second album. 

Mr Murray is a rock musi- 
cian in his spare time, and 
has teamed up with Mark 
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Oar in-depth information helps you 
look closer at the financial world 


For details of FT Information’s 
market leading range of services, 
call Alan Parmenter on 
+44 171 825 8704 
or email: info@ ft.com 
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FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information 
on +44 171-S25-8430 or email: leeanne. gilliar(§'ft. com 
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Mfliin of Slaughter & May 
(drums) and Kevin Duncan, 
recently of advertising 
agency Lowe Howard Spink 
(bass)', who are collectively 
called The Hamptons. 

The group has just re- 
leased an intriguing CD 
titled Ba Ba Ba Ba £<z. Ap- 
propriately enough it has a 
picture of two sheep on the 
cover. Sadly 1 haven’t had 
time to listen to it, although 
one of my colleagues de- 
scribed Mr Murray’s last 
recording. Return to Malibu, 
as sounding like “David 
Bowie imitating the Beatles". 

Here's a selection of lyrics 
from the title song of the 
new album: “Ba ba ba ba ba / 
I’m not getting / Fa fa fa fa 
fa / We should be singing / La 
ia la la la / But all I get is / 

Ba ba ba ba ba ba ba ba ba 
hey!” 

Remember, yon heard it 
here first. 


Roger Lewis, a former head 
of music at Radio One, has 
just been poached from EMI 
Records UK to become pres- 
ident of Decca Records, the 
London based music 
company. Perhaps Mr Lewis 
can be persuaded, to sign up 
Mr Neil? 

Mr Lewis will report to 


Chris Roberts, president of 
PolyGram Classics andJhzz. 
He succeeds Roland Koih- 
mereU, who retired from/ - 
Decca at the end of last.ywnr 
after 10 years as president. . 

Mr Lewis himself says:. “I 
bave watched with admira- 
tion how the Decca team 
have positioned the ■ .. 

Deoca/London, L'Oiseatp ■ 
Lyre and Argo labels at pre. 
forefront of artistic, tec&ical 
and marketing excellency . 
and innovation." . *r - 

After three years at Radio 
One Mr Lewis j oined Ej&X in 
1990 as director of its classi- 
cal division. While at EftflJ he 
helped in the marketing-of 
such popular collections as ; 
Canto Gregoriano, The B£st - 
Classical Album... Ever and 
Classical Moods. In an echo 
of his Radio One career, Mr 
Lewis was also responsible ■ 
for the Trainspotting sound- • 
track. EMI's best-selling new 
release last year. . — ; 

. One thing he won’t w&tf ■ 
to dwell on. It was Decca, of 
course, that turned down the 
Beatles in 1962, leaving the 
way clear for the Fab Four to. 
make staggering amounts of 
money for EMI, Mr Lewis's! 
old company. > 
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Industrial Metals 



London Metal ExchOngft 

Sftome Cadi . . 3 mths 


Mlktntr 

- LME Stacks .. chg- 

AtonHum HG 0685-75 1596-7 


109037 

968750 

+ 9375 

AUnrtum Aloy 005-0 - BO-H 7 

- 

3KB 

74080 

800’ 

Copper A ■ 240-15 2261-3 


7077 ’ 

01275 - 

; - 3425 

Lead 6895-905 697-8 


•«s8a- 

m . 10075 

■ - -,v .. 325 

Nickel 700-90 7275-80 


16023 

48438 

- 

Tn 58W-20 5860-70 


60S 

0690 

+ its - • - • 

Znc 048545 0686-700 


25635 

499300 

- 3700 | 

Settlement Convensian . C/S S/Dm 


»v 

Stock wAmss & dnnga in Kmas 

achenge rate: 16730 18873 

11839 

aiin Pit v Jin U7 

Precious Metals 




Spink 4 Son 

pm Bx /az I C Colne 

S 

E 


S JC 

Ptatouen 36350 21755 Bntarta 

382 

229 

KrugVands 

350370 26/222 

Rjladum 12225 73JB BritefrtoS oz 

Vb 

117 

Sovs 

B3/93 50/56 ■> 

SJv+r spot 47800-23425 Bntarasa25az 

1XJ 

60 

Nobles 

382/371217/227 

Gold Bufn 35980 2011 BntarwiaO az 

52 

31 

Maple Lari 

385/382 ^229 


Agricultural 


Cocoa Cofteo Bartay PoMow Potatoes 

UFFE Mare UFFE Store UFFE EAorre UFFE EAnw An OMriOChg 


Other Softs 


uiq Maize (No3)*' S/torro i«j Feb 

Jan Copra (tj Storm 15000 Jan 

Mar Catkin (NY) UScenMb 7U» Mar 

Feb Wool Aoent/kg 68700 An 

Feb Hitter* Mcent/lg 30800 Jan 

Ori^n: IDUBVEC ■ awi, alar - T W^ P iui ftiaonwM Am miH • 


Soya OI5 FUlOOkg . 9800 


Coconut 01 mSta™ 70500 
SurimerOto Stone ^55250 
Raposeed OBFUIOOko £ 9800 
GnxvKfrwtCM. S/toma 88000 
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One Man given Cheltenham option 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

The only good thing about a 
mid-season cold snap is that 
once it has been endured, pun- 
ters are fully rewarded for their 
patience. As the prefix on tem- 
peratures changed from nega- 
tive to positive yesterday, the 
entries arrived for Saturday's 
meetings at Kempton and Hay- 
dodc, and certainly made ap- 
peasing reading for anyone 
who has endured the recent 
'starvation diet of all-weather 
Flat racing. 

Even an event like Haydock's 
Peter Marsh Chase, which 
rarely attracts a field of more 
than half a dozen, found itself 
with 21 prospective runners, and 
the vital Festival preliminaries 
may at last be allowed to begin. 
With trainers desperate to run 
their best horses, caution is a 
luxury which few can afford, and 
Jodami, Belmont King, Paul 
Nicbofls’s Rehearsal Chase win- 
ner, and Unguided Missile are 
all intended runners. 

The card at Haydock also in- 
cludes the Champion Hurdle 


trial, with 16 entries including 
Collier Bay, the current cham- 
pion and ante-post favourite to 
remain so come March, Right 
Win, Dato Star and Relkeel. 
who would be running for the 
first time in two years. 

Collier Bay, however, may yet 
be diverted to Leopardstown for 
the Irish Champion Hurdle on 
Sunday, a race he won last 
year. 

Ai Kempton, the Lanza rote 
Hurdle will be displaced as the 
feature event by the Victor 
Chandler Chase, re-routed 
from Ascot last Saturday. 
Eleven runners were declared 
yesterday, and Ladbrokes im- 
mediately installed Ask Tbm as 


their 3-1 favourite, with Storm 
Alert and Big Malt (both of 
whom might have been happi- 
er at Ascot) next in the market 
at 4-1 and 5-1 respectively. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sudden Spin 
(Carlisle 330) 

KB: All's ABbi 
(Carlisle 2L0O) 

Viking Flagship, who will car- 
ry top weight, is also a 5-1 
chance, and the firm then bet: 
9-1 Kibreet and Time Won’t 
Wait, 10-1 Dancing Paddy and 
Lord Dorcel, 16-1 bar. 

“Viking Flagship has got a 


hard task," David Nicholson, his 
trainer, said yesterday, “but 
he’s got to run somewhere.” 
Adrian Maguire mil ride the 
former two-mile champion, 
while Richard Johnson will 
partner Nicholson’s second 
runner. Storm Alert 
Several of the Victor Chan- 
dler field also also feature in bet- 
ting released by the Tote 
yesterday on the Queen Moth- 
er Champion Chase at Chel- 
tenham, for which 18 names 
were put forward. ■ 

Viking Flagship is rated the 
4-1 joint second-favourite along 
with Sound Man, behind the 3-1 
favourite and defending cham- 
pion, Klairon Davis, with Ask 


Tom next in the list at 7-1, 
Martha's Son on 10-1, and 12-1 
bar. 

The most interesting enny for 
the race, however, is One Man, 
the King George V] Chase 
winner. Gordon Richards's 
chaser is not quoted by the Ibtc, 
who consider him a doubtful 
runner, but his presence in the 
entries is further evidence that 
Richards is unconvinced about 
his Gold Cup credentials. 

“The thinking is that I've got 
to wait untO he’s run in the PQJer 
Chase (over the Gold Dip 
course] on Saturday week,” 
Richards said yesterday. “If he 
didn’t win that. I’d have to 
think twice about the Gold 


Dunwoody rolls with Punchestown pendulum 


Richard Dunwoody, shaken by 
a heavy fall from EdenaJdll 7-*»d 
in the Carrick Hill Handicap 
Chase at Punchestown yester- 
day, bounced back with a su- 
perbly timed run to victory on 
board the favourite. Caitriona’s 
Choice, in the Faiiyland Hand- 
icap Hurdle. 

However, the former cham- 


pion gave up a later engagement 
in the novices' chase, as he was 
suffering pain from a muscle in 
his lower back. 

Dunwoody will be in action in 
the same Herb Stanley colours 
when he partners Merry Gale at 
Leopardstown on Sunday. 

■ The Horseracing Forensic 
Laboratory has reported that the 


of the urine taken from 
the horse Anthony Bell at Hex- 
ham oa 4 October has confirmed 
the presence of FI unban, a pro- 
hibited substance. The horse is 
trained by Tim Carr at Great Ay- 
ton. The fin ding was confirmed 
by the Hong Kong Racing Lab- 
oratory, who performed the 
counter analysis. An enquiry will 


be held by the Jockey Club's Dis- 
ciplinary Committee. 

■ Bookmakers are to change 
the way in which they calculate 
the computer straight forecast. 
The majority of dividends will 
change only slightly, but the 
overall effect will be a rise in the 
average return of 0.3% from 
£45.93 to £46.07. 


■ • ^ 
John Wilton 




LEICESTER 


1240 Korbeil 
1-10 Tompetoo 
3-40 Garnwin 
2J0 Amando 


HYPERION 

240 Destin D’Estruvaf 
3J£> WfeJey Wonder 
340 Col wall 


GOING: Hunflcs - Good to Soft; Chase* - Good la Finn. 

■ KJghUiami, undulating course. Run-in of :150yds. 

■ Cause te 2m SB of city otT Afj. Leicester rtabtui (London, St Patterns - Sicffldd line) 
2m. A D M I SS ION: ChibSI2;Tau?tsalb £8; giver RmflS-M accompanied under- IBs free). 
Free racocanta. CARPARK: Free, aver Ring Car Parit-SJH admits csr & four occupants. 


FORM GUIDE 

Afour-lengfi ftfthbervnd useful Aenon at Newbury In November on Ins test outing soKfi last 
February, TOMPETOO romped to a lO-lefi0h Criepsow viewy fine weeks ago. There Is bet- 
ter sUi to come tram Mgei Twtaon- Danes: Gw-yeardfl and he can supptemem me gams, 
saw THyiM. a Newton Abbot bumper scorer on hts only stan last term, and Royal M- 
veraton. 14-lenBh turner of a Newouy darner an the Ftai last October, bom went off bvoume 
on their jumping onus taut They Unshed a wefi beaten fourth - Silver Thyrve behind Mazam 
at wmcamon m November and Royal Drveison tn Red tajss race at Fofcestonke las month. 
They wsi need m have met running a long way behind to fl#ire here. Tompetocfs toughest 
rival could be jumping debutara Tidal Force, wno comfortably Justified tavountism m a Chei- 
BnfWR bumper at the and oFOnaber arms seitfe sort so far end ndf haw osen me schooted 
for mb. Avantl Express, a Ike-length second to EbuOam Equnama at Hereford 13 mon- 
thhs ago on hlsd only run w far. could oose a threat If ft. SalacdoK TOMPETOO 


was. 


1,40 


■ L EAD ING TRAINERS WITS RUNNERS: M Pipe - IB winners from (U runners at a 
ratio 0129% giving a return to a SI waie of -SJ0.52: D Nicholson- 12 winners, 89 run- 
ners, 30-8%, +1140.60; N Trefston-ttevlee - 7 winners, 20 runners, 36.8%, +55.44; 
Mrs J Phman - 7 win ners, <11 rumens, 17.1%, -£Ri>7. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Mngtdre- 11 winners, 56 rides. 19%, -520.71; R Dunwoody 
- 10 wmneis, 4 6 rides, 2 1 .7%, -1 1 9.86; W Mamin - 9 winners, 54 rides, lfl. 7%, +£ 1 4 .21 : 
C Umndlyn - 8 winner*. 34 rides, 23.5%, +51E.W: II A Fitzgerald - 7 winners, 39 
rides , 17.9%, -55JJ7: J Osborne - 6 winners, 30 rides. 20%, -Sl.no. 

RUNKBKBD FIRST TIME: Cypress Aram (vtsorcd) f 12.40), WMcy Woader (3. ] ft). 
WINNERS 04 THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Qubd Eagle (I2.40jBoyal Dtvmfara ( 1.10), Nordic Val- 
ley (1.40), Decyfaorg (2.10), Gyaart (3.10), General Mookur (3.40) sent 175 miles 
by M Pipe from Nlchotoshayne, Devon. 


DANNY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4075 
added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3£58 

1562-43 HAUflWQ MUSK (36) (Fton Mfer) Mo A Perm 9 12 0 Rl 

CblT-FO ASLAN P9) |& Mis Raymond Anknon Greeni J FicGeiafcj 9 11 4 

5014-63 GARNWIN (27) [ftoreer hea-TreetmerO N Hmhnen 7 11 4 . 


FORM GUDE 

Beals Madden has a 100 per cere record after th re e runs - mo bumpers a a hurdle race 
- but seems E*flly to meet hs match here si DESTIN D'ESTOUVAL. David Nchotson's charge, 
a iMimer over Bences m hs native France, had the msfonune to taica on Grand Nebonal wvv 
ner Rougi Quest on his Brttlsn debut in a sunlarevent to the at FoltesiDna C2m dTUOydB) 
four weeks ago but ran a Under to be beano only naif a length wnn me tnrd 25 lengths 
adrift. He jumps and stays we* and ths mp wH be )ust right. Merafip Prince was racing Idt 
the first time m ren months when taking the mnor placing a&msieasy winner Ryng Gun- 
ner Over this journey at Cnepsrow m November. Yeuog Kemy. who won ouer three and a 
quarter at Canmel last season, finished unplaced an his return and toned id complete m 
his nea to outings but ran trarrrta Southern m^ks at Towcessw and was nmner- up to Man- 
snaar at tenant. He gits the mp wetland toota best of me omes. So Far So Bold hod 
useful form over fences when trained by FranxM Doumen last term but has not been out 
snee being beaten half a lerph by Beauepaire hi a three-runner race at Warwick U months 
ago. Selection: DESTIN D'ESTRUVAL 


aio 


THUNDERBOU NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4^075 added 3m 
Penalty Uoftie £3462 


2UF5F NORDIC VAUBf (33) pf)(Pond House Racng) M Pipe 6109- 
P223P-4 RIVER RED (64) (K FrtMJ H Fraa 11 10 0 . 


JIARaganM 
A P McCoy 


0044 -OF ROfUNS SLEN (24i (MraWMOffM] M IMMnson 10 10 0_. 
GOO 9MRT CASANOVA (57) (CJOouaggMMBnon 8 100. 


-R Supple 


12.40 


LYRIC NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV I) £2,425 added 
3m Penalty Value £2^)19 

1 F32-212 RYMG GUNNER (S3) (DJ (BF) Mg R J Stan) 0 MchtlSDn 6 11 4 AHagdre 

2 20-1442 HAM) WOVEN (451 (HP) (M Archer* J Bcatvia) NT-0a*s5 11 4 — CUawalje 

3 02120-1 SUfieUIM>M05S|S)(CEWiiBleytTTdk!Bll« NVMtanm 

4 4®G03 ADB (USA) (34) (N B Mason (Farms) ltd) G M Moore 7 lfl 12 ICtfagm 

5 ft) BURFORDS FOT SCRAP (43) {H Ekrtvifl R t**in 5 10 17 BPawoB 

B 454 CVFRE5SAVENUE(3q(KGBF3ttrenMp)MraVWaid51012 IRHmuigiV 

7 520-0 HK1S 6MOLE (82) UUn W P Bear 7 10 12 WWbrtttaghM 

8 (W JOBSA80aoUN(46)(DJWItaeNHendeaDn61012 MARbgMM 

9 0 KTIE D6VB) (74)^l4iaaii8 ltd &F^miBdingt LSD FJmian 5 10 12 SWJin 

10 90- MUSIC MASTER (318) (M ET Da*s) C EgSWi 7 1012 lOdme 

11 OPfSOf-O NORDIC RJGNT ( 25 ) (lyaMnl takig) R EtMey 9 10 12 Pi Ifiiwnegt (5) 

12 215 QUHEABlE|FR}(3S)PAKipeafcK)MnpB51012^_M-^~.. Cltaido 

1 3 0-30 R0S5EIL EUfD (3Q (RAert A SzaoeSi ffEfBnel <As J Honan B 10 12 WUnUn 


4442/fy GVSV RAMBIER (809 (Mn MaiBartt UndBiuuxfl P Beuw 12 10 0 WWnriM«no 

■ Btiodand- 

Mlninun weight IQst True nondrop wQi&ts: Rber Red 99 11*. fionans Gfen 9st 9B). Smart Casanova 

Sm IKD. GlpOf OomUk-j to lltt. 

BETTmG: 2-1 Nonfc Vafley, G4 Hwndeg Made, 7-2 Genwibi, 8-1 AMan, KM. RMr Red, Ranan 
Glen, 33-1 otter* 

FORM GUIDE 

Aston, a bumper and hunfles winner m his younger days, foB m his firm three chases and 
held a dear bad only to refuse behind GartKft Boy at Newcastle fas month. He has the 
ability to win a semtar contest but Is unreliable and GARNWW is preferred. Nk* Hender- 
son's seven-year-old, who won aver hurtles at Abtree In May. was brought down at the first 
on his cnasJng debut. BucUvxise Boy* race at Newtney and wtl hare teamed bom his ten- 
lenjgh thrd benind Around The Gale at Bangor. Haunttog Ma mie won a bumper and a hur- 
tle race in Ireland last season and did not do badly on his chasing debut when fourth to 
Mister Dram over todays trip at Huntingdon In November. He tld not appear to stay the 
three and a quarter mbs when a remote dart behind Unto Martina at Fbhasione and wA 
do better back now ne reverts to tins shorter dsonce. Nonftc VoBay, the epitome of con- 
sotenry over umber last term when he went In five tanas, ran me* h hs Inst five chases, 
aetog placed three times before scoring once at Enter. He nas lost hfc way in fas last threa 
starts with a couple of bis at Taunton and an unplaced run in between but could go dose 
rf hack near hs best. Selection: GARNWIN 


12 ntOMfUNA(3^UctriC8to^«IDPrfcrDas 711 U. 
111-131 GtSAKT (23) (The Hen Mis R CobtxM M Pipe 8 11 11- 

DfSPOt DANCER (1 1 Mra Vtarttoyb 11 5 

3-4025 FINAL HEAI (35) (Mb M E Cuts) J Cutis BUS. 


-APNcOoy 
IB 


C&C262 KEY TO MtKADE (32)(»te Ians Hbbib) MWBmon 7 115- 
50PM MA9(B)IIAinM(33) lETW^t PRodbd6115. 


__M R Thornton (5) 

Perak Byrne 


122/34 OtMOIMUBIDW (5Q (Nrigj Of The (bad Parnrtepi R Ouru 8 11 5. 
(V3C36-F PB1NCALER (36) (Ms Arena Taykjr) P Hobbs 7 U 5 . 


0341433 IIHSLEV WONDB (38) (Bf) (WMtyGcK fertnerttpl N Twaon-DHns 7 U 5C Uemsl y ii B 
- B ikdaed- 

BEITM& 4-5 sysait, »4 Mstoy WmMr. 7-1 itoyTo Itayedn, 8-1 Pmaken, lfl-lPnracator, 25-1 
Ommi h iflo w, 33-1 ethers 

FORMOUDE 

Gysatt showed much Improved torm over hurtles vrten fined with Winter* landing hh last 
lour races of 1S95-96 and ha opening outing at Wtncaraon.fbnowfng with a dwl to Olympian 
and subsequent scorer Ocean Hawk at AsooL beaten a neck and a head after mating most. 
Starting at 8-15 fix his fencing debut at Warwick In one ofthe weakest nowe events seen 
al season, he duiy oiri&d - but only thanks to a recovery by Norman WDBamson after the 
swan-year-old ail but bl three out. He mtgit well go n again hare but DROMHANA mflht 
prove Just too gxxl Dromhana, an irtti port-to-poW winner, made a successful chasing 
bow at Watwrek and was beaten a length and ihreequartBrs by previous vwwor Good Speed 
You at ludow with the thin) 24 lengths away. WMey Wander, who Gd are* over hurtles 
last season, has been Asapportting over fences but is to frst-time bUnhere and should make 
a bold bid for his first success over the major obstoc tos . P oan crt e r . who snowed atdtty 
vwthout wmmng over timber last season, fan at the fina at FMtestone last month on ha first 
outing over fences but looks me sort to do well at the game. Selection: DROMHANA 


SERGBir WY Mis C A cownd) Me C Oowrt 7 lfl 12. 


SomBGH PASS (The mwwn ftacngSooety) R Wtooeham S 10 12 , 

4QOOO BEQ0TSMlLp9)(BadBvBBlbclrgCUj) RBratherton71D7 

2 KORBSIBB) (KJMicfiBRPMcticfca ID 7_ 


-PIHgeyPl 

.._DGaBMfMr 


.A P McCoy 


14 

15 

16 
17 

- 17 dectored- 

BBIBift 11-4 RyfegB—ti 7-2 Hand Woran, 8-1 S fe hed e nd Mo ra , tHKaibeil,13-lJc < S M giwliw, 
1A-1 Qtdmi Engs, 1C-1 A«n>, 20-1 ottare 
MB6: no camspondng iDMUtg 

FORM GUIDE 

KORsaL wd lakBThe beaimg. She mede an enoouragng himNng debut Mien rummg Dams 
Cauaherto had e length at FoHrestone l2m emoydu last month with the thkd ten tenths 
back. Flying Gunner easty landed the odds over todays marathon trip at Chepsniw Out 
found Carole's Crusader nine lengths- too good at Ascot tost time. Hand Mown was four 
lengths second to A0stment over today’s Journey at Newcastle and that winner went on id 
master Migmy Moss at unaoBtar. Sutherland MoWi flw-leneh SedgafieW victory over an 
attended ten mdes five on his hurts ng bow (toes not measure up to the Item of the other 
tito mentioned but he b bound to process. Selection: KORBELL 


240 


MADERtA QUEEN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4>075 added 
2m If Penalty Value £2,902 


5-P2PP1 CAPHii STOCXPOftD JS) (PWegnann) P Wegnanr 10 11 9. 

P14344 DGCYBORG ffR) (27) (Tetry Nei) M Rpe G 11 9 

000P-P AUCAT(B3)(JWPCiriB) JCuie6113., 


-SWyine 
-A P McCoy 


3351 


1022-22 MUNCH) (USA) (68) (RF) (Pad H lode) Ms A Petted 6 11 3., 

0-OP NR MOnVATOH p9) (V Y Geewil T Krt*'7U3 

-Sdedarad- 


Jtorak Byres 
-RteuMoady 
—81 


MAJOR LEAGUE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2^25 added 2m 4f UOytte Penatty VBhie £2^474 

331113 flBetM.H0UKIMt(35)m(A5HelBlssl)M^ie7120 A P McCoy 

CF 118-1 LANCE ARMSTRONG (41) (D) )G L Rm) G McCtut 7 U 12. 

04P3-22 S0mBC8BnnN(27)pF)(MfESU)l(M811B. 


LEU 


PENWKK NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2^25 added 2m 
Penatty Value £2,726 


BEITMB: 2-5 Amendo, 7-2 Captaia Stockton), 8-1 Decyborg, 33-1 ABcet, 68-1 Mr UottKitDr 
FORM GUIDE 

AMANOO should outgun these. Amanada Bemetts sot-yoar-oid, winner of me Imperial Cup 
last season, has finished runner-up m both his chases - behind Land Afar BLKampun and 
Aarowoif at Sandown and has much less te do this tana. Martin Pipe's Flmech Import Do- 
cyborg. a Winner at Le Touquet rt July, w* be the better for hs Bangor run and looks the 
right one for the forecast. Captnfei Stoddard, having been puled up three nmes from tour 
preceding starts this season, was a 33-1 shot at Hereford just before Christmas but 0» 
home by tour lengtfH and set Don the market leaders Scottish Bamn and Northern Smger. 
Houemr. h«s task was greatly srmpiifled whan The Wayward Bishop fed wo out end the tom 
does not amount to much. S el ec tion; AMANOO 


30P45-1 MAH£]!(2S)(E(0diBaamonPEfflesSp) NTreton-OmlB 7 114. 

51-415 OSiaONGlMlllN{49iC198H3gMJWun)rKaaBy7114 

0536-02 OMACnu PMIPrQynMeraBn) M&u RevekyfillO. 


..G I4>feia 


J>1 


27113 ME1S1DCX MEBGC (3G RRI BfedtHSo^d MBitamn 7 1013- 
3000-61 M»ESDW(45)0GBlii)JKng6U)12. 


—SlfcftoBB 

JtD w oody 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

lom SNOWSUL SHAKBt [1,025} (Austin P Knyjit) N TieiiivCukes8 10 B CUcwcBye 

10 323-612 COUWU. [2Sj (f*5 Yvame Map! Kfcs P YUMfle 6 10 5 KMbbert(7) 

11 6452 10UGK1UUy(35)im(RAHBnoodrtFJ(Mbn7102 SWyna 

12 CPE3D- MO MOKIL5 (2tgp (W M Cnmertar} P WEbbq 6 10 1 . ...JOibriraa 

13 3flF MOa(T1BALC29)(PALeonenOMsjRaRBden4100 BFMtoo 

14 FB3425 Hit LEAm (25) (The Rg Troe Bo)ti R DeMn 5 10 0 Bl 

15 485040 CAMyjpSJFSJBdoonlFJadqaiBlflD MrNI 


-TJItapAry 


-Mr R Thoretoe ( 


p-io urn wukor otot© FAtoora c arote a nu. 


503-51 TOMPETOO (38) (0) (Tom IfeDrfBr Lid) N lUstonTMes B 11 11 
2- AVAM1 EXPRESS {39 S) (Mb S amhBMwnuC Efcrtcn 7115.. 
0QP3-6 BROWN AND MU) (70) CWCooperiMnAEmtecOSG115_ 

03-0 CADES BAY (36) D RuaJ) NTvjsawOaies 6 11 5 

0- COnBMORE (ZTO) IS N J Enbkteod Mss A ErrSMcos 5 11 5 - 
5U230-4 JUST BRUCE (220) (A M HetShl Ita E HBSth 8 11 5 


-CUrme^a 
-JOsbame 
- — I Rys> 


2.40 


IYRIC NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV I) £2,425 added 3m 
Penalty Value £2,019 


iRRenoedi 
-01 


111 BOOTS MADDEN (38) (LJAPlMM tAtsVWsnv 7 114. 

300013 CLEVGI BOT (48) (Ms M E Cuts) J Cuns 6 11 4 

1-0FU32 YOUNG KEWry (34) (BF) U G towD P Beomont B 11 4 . 


JtorekBynw 
Rl 


5-F4 LABURNUM GOU) (S9) 1A Ks(ton ano R A D Johreon ) Mre J Rtmen 6 11 5._B f arrant 
53 MA2KAH (S) (Mrs R A Sirah) R Cuts fi 11 5.. 


BALCOMT BOT (Ms Chsyl L0na« R Wbodsue 5 10 12. 
308 BANK AVBHIE (3Q 6 0 HemnocM Mn J Faran 6 10 12- 


10®- MORPHBB (787) (Ms M A ftsts) D Mchobm 8 11 5 . 


03 OAWCHAUB«ra|4qa«i(^ltens>gflWsjnoT»i51012. 
0-0 DECBri)GSEC0M)P3}(ETUby) P Rodtod 51012. 


NETOR TIME (Ms Antes M Msfcren) Ms V AcaWy 5 11 5 - 
P- SBBOUS OPHON (411) (Ms R A Sinllfi) R CUtB 0 11 5 . 


-INRIhenOBn (5) 
DWekdi 


1-4 SKJfBIHVNEgiq (Bfl (Robot ABstaftHiminGl Ms J Perron 5 115. 

1 TDAL FORCE (78) (tel S SBssj P Hobte 6 11 5 

2 TODD (USA) B2) (A H ttevqt A Harwy B 11 5 . 


2/3 HBSIRAMS MAGE |N2) W (S keek® N Hendacon 6 11 5 

38 BWIASV UNE (JR (Mb P Ststkeyl P Webber 6 11 0 


J A McCarthy 

4 A I 


■MFORD 80UD (Mrs itetfa Vtinp P HeUa 4 ID 7.. 

0 GAUIBT HENPGCXB) (41) 0- N p Raorig) G M Moore 4 ID 2 

4 RCfTAL DIVISION (3^ (BF) (R &nen Fne Pardngir M 4 11} 2 . 

-20dsctad- 


JiDutwody 
-JCsBBdMB 
—AP McCoy 


BETTINC: 5-2 Tterpetoo. 6-1 TkJal Force, 7-1 SWrertbyee, 8-1 MfortSOiWLRt^N Ww eino.Mnl- 

nh. 10-1 Avantl Eremss, 12-1 ettera 


3 

4 

5 
B 

7 

8 

9 

10 
U 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 1172UJ&- PARtsnuafONtra) (387) (Pater Heban N TwenvOenia 6107. 

-17dBctared- 

BETHHG: 7-2 Boots. Uatttoo, 4-1 Destto ffEstravaL 5-1 Taring Kuoy, Menflp Mko, 10-1 ttork 
ChaBaagsr, 12-1 So ftr BabL CJerar Boy, 20-1 otbem 


24254-2 DEJIN DT5TR1IVAL J3F) (Danwi C Metal D NchoUnr 6 10 12. — DBridgMtor 

041/0-3 NDU* PRBCE (66) (Three Racing) P HtobS 7 10 12 RDnoody 

60 MNSIBI BOT (26) PWs I tMknt) J Udgi 6 10 12 Cllew^a 

366060 MONTECOT (FR) (87) (SkMchael Cornells Meier 8 1012— 

P-0 MOOR DANCE MAN (<S) (M J ffcron) N Lnmoden 7 10 12 — 

0008 RAD9EAL (43) (S P lanstbei Radng M Heaon-EBs 6 ID 12- 
1P25PF- SO RUt BOLD p5fl) (4 Mm JcTvi ftyramj I WTams 7 1012— 

BRONMSCROFT (Ms W D SnSOl) Mel PMvtBSD 10 7 

ItEPENSHMB (Mrs H B flfeteyt J Tu* 8 ID 7 . 


-MrDVoico 


JOsfiareeB 
-K meat (7) 


16 5AOOFP LOHIAN JBIIAG) IR M NhttedBHK) J Vfenm 8 10 Q 

_ ihclsdl “ 

Afintoun we^ic lost 7)» hmfeap witfn: Mock Trial 9R 13b. Tm leadErSstm tteVlSWiOft 
Itehtan Jbri Ml 

STIMb 62 General Mouktar, 5-1 Supreme Geeotta, 11-2 Lance Armstrong, 7-1 IMstKlt Meg- 
da, 10-1 loedi Tuty, Revests, HaMtr, 12-1 others 

FORM GUIDE 

LANCE AmcsraONG ended tan season with chase woonea at Windsor and Plumpton and 
had been off the course since March when (anting me odds in a novices' hurtle at South- 
well sot weeks op on only his second appearance owr limber. Graham McCourTs chaqji 
gets wei^it from only one of his 15 riveis here but Is a pro0«ssive type and. effhoutfi It wil 
be much tougher than Iasi time, ho Is stil fended to foBow up with Adnan Ma0Jire again in 
the Baddle. Supreme Genottn has fltesned runner-up in bon ha races this season. be«- 
Bn b length and threequaitere tiy Bow*fitfe Court et Chepstow and six tenths by Cod Gun- 
ner in a novices' handicap at Exeter, and can s&ln reach a place. General Mouktar gres 
was for Tony McCoy ana was completing a irawneK when three lengths too pod for Jack- 
son Flint unitor a 7to penalty at Fotastone last month. Turned oca a&in at Plumpton the 
Mowing day, ha felled to run ig) to tvs best, fnstvng a nira-iengh thrt to Isneno but comas 
hare fresn after a fee-woelf break. Mafetack Mogglewas successtof m nar fhw mo outings 
this season, a bumper at Hereford and a lumSe race at Worcester. Mowing wan a cred- 
itable men to me useful Potters Gale at this mack. She wm be sued by me step up si rfis- 
tance and con make her presence (Wt si her first venture In a handicap. M fehtof defied top 
weight m a week contest at Hereford just before craistmos. beating CokmB two and a half 
lengths and shoufol confirm the farm on 3Jb worse toms. Bom easily hold Dme Loader 
(fifth). Selection: LANCE ARMSTRONG 


14 


HYPERION 

1230 Cumbrian Maestro iJOO Ansuro Again 130 
Son Of Anshan 200 Stormy Corsd 2J30 New bin 
(nb) 3^0 Jyntfam Johnny 3L30 Sudden Spin 


GOING: Good (Good to Finn In ptocee on hurdfea course). 

■ Rkdn-hand, uadnluting course. Run-in of 250yds. 

■ Onm« is on sotabera ouifllarle of town, 4m W of Junctton 42 

5 CWritato sraaon 2m. AIMWH CjbJUS 

paw- On rails S30ncjoding oompsme); reroduder free. 


BUNKEBBP FIBSTHMEi 
biuh ctc rw Aim LAriT fiSVKfi DATS: None-_ 
SJg^SnCB RUNNERS: New hu> r 2.30) has been sou 1 90 
■ - — “t, Lines. 


CUWHAh MAESIIKI T EsstBiDy 4 ID 7 RGantfe 

> lAdsdared- 

BEIlWBs 4-1 QwMSd, 6-1 Caefodao Maestro, 7-1 Ctamfcg. 84. ffobbt 
Choice, 12-1 Dart TeB TBn Mtwtaw Bee, BattenMek Htag, 14-1 ottuas 

I SEAN GRAHAM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
I D) £5,000 added 3m 

333-1UP HAUGHTY FUTURE (27) J JOTM8 11 9 

30MB2- ANSUROAGAM(332)UsMRweky8113. 

& BRAMff CROSS (38^ J H Johnson B 113- 
C3224JU CNN51Y (35) Ms A Swflbarit 7 11 3 . 


00- TSANBA (Z7C) G M Moots 5 11 5. 


1-00 


PC04 CLDWWCHE U1CKY (27) J V6da 7 113 — 
34-SSF COOL MEADS (39) P CheertrcxlJi 9 U 3 
204-238 DBSE MARSHALL (G7)J Wade 9 113 

2 DRY Ml WD (41) J Nortcn 6113 

2 FOR CAIHAL (4fe Ms M Roetoy 6 11 3 


ID 402P-tf MAWCA (34) M Dote 7 11 3. 



ID 4/B05- BAREFOOT LAIBtHG (USA) (270) 0 PatoQ 11 Q-J>PariM 

11 PSP5D0 COQUET GOU) (S2)FW«on 6 110 JOataww 

12 0 LOSTR1S(425 M Doth 6 11D — B Storey 

13 0321 SON OF ANSHAN CT MsA&»rtSrf(4U0 1 Supple 

14 06 lH<au>04)JMJfanon4iO7 E Pa BN pira g 

-lAdcdamd- 

BElltB: M Soe OfAadkre. 7-2 Eadneneet, 9-2 Qrttan, 8-1 Goff Med, 
14-1 Hr Gold, Bmfaet landtag, Lostrtt, 18-1 otters 


qaa] SEAN GRAHAM BOOKMAKBIS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5^)00 2m 41 110yds 


1 135U22- P0FESHMLQB2)(D) MssSMtemson 10 12D„ 


1134-34 SOLBA (USA) (27) CD) C Pau«r 8 11 13_ 
233211- RUSSIAN CASnE (258) J Wane 8 11 9. 


jtitadd(7) 
_B Storey 


ZOO 


-.a Lee (3) 


1Z30 


SEAN GRAHAM NOVICE HURDLE 
-- , (CLASS E) (DIV 1) £2^00 2m If 

s- BimERVACKKWGgl4) Rfatey 5U.5 PMtaB 

» eMfflB'.JSrT tV 1 


1 

2 219 aA«*a»w i"/ •< " 

3 004OT4 DONTTmTWP6)JJ«« 7^5 

A HUD«™W'£«Sliy. 63 35--- 

rarer kite. C UUtflKTY) S 1 1 5.—— 


11 000006 W SLOAN (26) j Gotte 7 11 3— 

12 324 PANSUH PRBiCE (29) J Chartion 8 11 3 A Dobbin 

13 60S03 f6tI*«D»(2B)FA«^9113_ MrTJ teyjO 

14 524034 MJW. SURPRISE PSWffced ID U 3 .TReedB 

15 00- WD BAKE (2S1) Mrs 5 VMteman 6 11 3 A Todd (7) 

Ifi 4300P-2 WDQOFORD GALE (87) M95 L VRlKBel 711 3 — A Thornton 

• ItMnd- 

BEIIIJIG:4'lA«»irt>Af^lB,6-lForC«thd < T-l&XlllBattier.S-lNaegrcy 

Mm, ID-1 Rotofartoo, Uanlea, 12-1 utbenr 


SEAN GRAHAM HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
B) £10^000 added 3m 

3 31 4MP UBU UN. (38) HI astfril 11 21 ID AS Sam 

2 3211-U2 ASIWCS f.I) £29) (D) j fcGeBto 9 11 8 PCartwry 

3 20-2432 AITSAUB{38) Ms M Rooley ID 114_ PI 

4 1123-31 5IWIllTC0RAL(2S)raP)CPaiWsr7107, 

5 441-125 AUT DAl£y (43) (D) J H Jonraon 9 ID 7 

8 232-451 ro W BO TODECTW MfternPtl lDIDO-JIrCi 

-Bdedwred- 

BETTMG: 34 Stecmy Coral AffS Mil, 7-2 Astia0L Uter VM, H Fdoafee 
Pride. 8-1 AfyOeiey 

fn qSI SEAN GRAHAM HANDICAP HURDLE 
l AJW l (CLASS o £4,850 added 2m If 

1 200-612 «WBM(2GSGtte-B1110 MkbMl Breooae (5) 

2 2-843U SM«fiGDfiE(2GTEimty5116, RGwikty 


23P-340 R^T)CAa(45)(D| JHc£e»dl01ia PCtobMiy 

1U0-W3 JHIIAM JOWHT (3Q J J ONbI 8 113 RHcMb(E) 

6 3F4®23 ROM) BYTiCHVSl (2^ PCheestirOlgl 9 11 D — ASSoOtl 

7 5(426-24 RANDOM HARVEST B>3) (BF) Ms M Revdey 8 10 


8 23F3-64 AHOOS \MNT1IRE (3R FMuply 7 10 S 

9 4330-50 SUPBt SAKDTf4QFHbtDn ID 101 



BETTING: 7-2 Randota Hanot, 4J, Banta CaMIe, G2 Sctto, PopeoM, 
B-l Another WMtnw, 7-1 Rrebe Ak, 8-1 Read By Itie Rher, 12-1 ottwci 


3-30 


HUD® iimisi™;-"- 
J0WMKSVMM51L5.. 
MEADOW Bra w Real S115- 


A fanes 
JIRwtsr 
A Todd (7) 
.TReed 


SEAN GRAHAM NOVICE WJRDLE (CLASS 
J - ou i E) (DIV H) £2300 added 2m U 


SEAN GRAHAM BOOKMAKERS HAMMCAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £3£50 2m 4f UOydS 

3P111U IDCMUOiABI (333 (BR Ms M Rereley 9 12 0™, — PMwu 

0120F-1 LMO (USA) (29) {D) PMnBflhGllS A 

(MPP-31 TRUMP [18) (CO) C Paler 8 118 D 

14/0117 JOMMVKBiyfBTQJ Cat 1D113. 


120145- OLD HABnS P78)(D) J L E)re 8111. 


JMMWP) 
B Stony 





214 9BX)WMB(TC5D (BF) Mb M RaetoySllW — PNhenB 

150831 QAIIARA (26) WMckeawn 7 1112 -6CMM 

030236 «RfU»(BDlTOLlu»5U5 

0 HAW Htl BW (42) FMxtadt6115 -AD0«*1 

OfDf JAM0Wp7)Ms4NaugWnBUS 

0 MOWraiMSiaatibaarBU 5.- — 

0- aMtt£rsraiE(2«)MsJaii»aB115 JUjm 

IRQ UU SPBOS£H»M«l«flFJeaM71l5 Ttend 


13133-5 OMg MORE FOR U)CX [71) (CO) Mg M ffigretey fi 114-^.-, 

1F3212 AWWiMaU W m JMJdtesan 6 11 2 — M Herts (7) 

4513-46 MCADM) (45) C Thman 7 ID 4 

2/31524- RAU£G»(25SPMMathBlD0 


1F4P42 DUHE OF PBtTH (27) J H Jchnecn 0 10 0~ 
140SRF BOUfBfGMLpSJBajFMjrtadiBlDfl. 

- B doctored - 


^ADubbfa 

^CNtaiy 

___AHod» 


MMnnirtVciCbL niffi/aoi*waa^ito^9ffm^Of^ 
9sU24S0MByG»9tf£BL 

BEITONb M Stunt &&. U-4 AartnactL 4-1 New ton, M Once Mare 
Fte lack, GlCttladtoD, 12-1 W» Of Perth, 14-1 ettwi 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

G Q21-4FF DMR5DWNIGHT(25)(D) J RtiSeak) 6111- 

7 36(3241- PEff D DAT (308) ft? J L £ja 6 10 7_ 

8 2Q2&3F SUDDBI Skit (Z7) (BF) J Norton 7 ID 7. 

8 FHO-60 DlEMUfiC (23) GU Moore G 107 

10 U&S3PO- nfHEVa£N(4TMJJDNeaiD102 

11 261335 MOTOIAS FtANT (43) [D) Jtk*ae8 10 0. 

12 4044PD DAIBIS GORSE (4Q J M JHierean 5 ID 0 MN«Msa(7) 

- 12 deetored- 

Mntgrun wtficlflsf. Tran hmiafi weebte-Afictol* Pbu 9st 13fi| Dan- 
fee Gam 9 h 7B. 

SETTOKt 4-1 LMs, 81 Leehnigrtn, 8-1 Tlunp. Peep 0 Day, 8-1 Stoddnn 
Spto, 10-1 DmedayMVit, 12-1 otbera 





HVPEMON ^ __ 

c*y so Forgotten runes 


120 


sm 


NEWPORT APPRENTICE HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) £3«300 added lm 2f 

1 011005- MASraBBaBJOTWraP0BesT9U_~-_. 

— Mbow y W (5) l 

2 53S&1 MET AWH P2) (CEO W M* 4 9 1 IWM8B»* 

3 60001D- MCAH00lSW(D)ANe«flrnbe484 lBntGMg5 

4 415056- 

5 ««084 PWVAJE FDflllRE (T) (C) D Marts 6 B 2 Bater (S) 3 

6 0B26M 98BTAM0KrmPHe*lg4713 

7 OOfiMO ZAMAlR(USA)[7]RMflw«r57 12 — aMBgnfflTE 

- 7 dedned - 

BETTWG: SA Knetir Beveled. W QrM Arch, 8-1 PtMe FWtna, 84.1 b 
ip -1 saner HantM, 14-1 Zemaleit. 15-1 Sweet AnOrkt 

YARMOUTH CLAAflNS SWKES (CLASS E) 
£4y025 added lm 5f 


2-20 


VEWTNOR SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2^75 added 3YD7f . 

1 54035-4 MAStERSTROffifO (BRBMeefiai9 7_ IVhMfS 

2 65034-2 BMMD$ArEaYBI[7]MsLSQtob5811 S8endn« 

3 001- SOWS CASHOSIAD (TIJM MJcimjn811_Kaed(7)3 

4 3013-6 TAOecraP&BnsBS And»ayB«id(7) 1 

5 04046- ZMUBJK(12B)M MeadeS 6 — NAdMl2 

-Sdecbred- 

BETtWa:MStel<toCashoeLfld,74BnHdg»af^ier.MMBrterstro4a, 
12-1 Zambay, 14-1 Teorae 


SHANKLM HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4y900 
I I added 3YD lm 

500- BMHEffltUSfl(31)SWfaTS97 G Carter 5 

6504-11 MSIY CAT (7) (CO) S Dow 9 3 (6 g 0 ADeJy (5) 3 

644- R0CICA(101)WHagp89l. m Flpacb®2 


00300-1 8UBEIRar[Hi(UgiD)MJttin90n9O« 
060054 KW®nOWSTRH(12)AM»g8«. 
0453- NAIDE (232) A Newwrte 7 12^ 


JQatanB 


2^0 


1.50 


hfj Carr (non Honon, N Yorks. — 


50005-2 PRSiBffl LEAGUE p^J Long 796- 


JbeenUegS 

2B 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 — 

_ 0 __ 

e£THN&: 84 Fenton Ceeqnest, 9-4 Pranier Uegue, 5-1 Qiei Cefeton, 
6-1 Uedto Erareej, B-l fenawJo, 20-1 Deitotory 


3*0500- CHB«WANMnRAkaliuafifl4 

016303- PERSWiC0HQUEST(15) (CJRH0sn594_| WeararlB 

OOCOO-4 MBXA EXPRESS ®MnL Suite 5 8 12 TSpfldtoBB 

w DBBSBAT (711) J Bodger 9 fl 10 ACWyR8B 

4580 - UMAWU(Bqc Janes 789 C Rutter 5 


RYDE HANDICAP (GLASS E) £4gQ2S addBd 

St 

1 506010- MU4S(aS)(«0)LUa«tBeHB44100 F lynch® 9 

2 054030- SHAB*PE«M48)nJW*tt4913 c “?“ 

3 50602-6 SAUySUDE(7](D|CC)f»S913 DBMM1 

4 32132-0 IM!«SI«tlS(n|itoNUHaJer499jCTM*Bffl7V 

5 251420- DEMSHnJ1EB07(UM(CEf UssJdaa79S«IWBam3 

6 000012- SH«UUWCM)«JC3ff4Bl AOak* 

T 010014 )*STBiR«»tl«WeW«te5B13_A»%'HBB 

8 080464- G4AM£M£M}ftB)PHn4flg?72Q 

9 000000- DBTAmmNASrf(S2)(aJ)BPEaa!771fl>J)Se«r755V 

- 9 ttodared'- 

l«T»T»ni4tlffs: 7a lOfa. 7me harefoap Dsoni 7a 

BETTlfaMS^ 4-1 Mster Raider, 6-1 Sr^Stode.ltie to- 

■tRote Boy, 7<l Naptar Star, 84 bnenfen. M-l Mtorc 


00200 VEJanHrSS8T(12)DrJScaSl710 NCMWB4 

-Tdectond- 

BEnW&74MtotoCay,llr4efobMnrtw,5-lBi*h<rtvMlfoenw,l0rigt- 
rieMDtx, 10-1 Vtatafcrt fflfl, lUNnHe 


3-50 


COWES MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4300 added 6f 

040000 UMEPEHIIAOIS) J EWpeSST A Daly (5) 6 V 

000000- AMAKfHUtr<U)lfaKMaaufeyS92 CT>tfaeO)lV 

5042-43 SW5IH?TIIAIIHMS® MssBS*ndeJS492— SSwden2V 

6064 SOBIT WEAPON (11) KMAifto385 D Kartkoa 4 BE 

6500 COME DMKfilQ {UJ M Jahrfitin 3 8 0 IWMne5 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 6443-32 P088arai^(USA)aTJanB380 J(Ca*to3 

.(daetond- 

BEIlwa 54 Forpann Time*, 5-2 fi to mWny t n . 3-1 Hy rte i y H M IM a e , 

7-1 Caere Drtdtag 2B-1 Anat MG, 334 Mde Part lad 


sport 


FUTURES MARKET 


Cup. and then if I think he 
doesn't like Cheltenham, he 
won’t go for either race and I'll 
transfer him to Ain tree. He’s a 
very good boise, we ail know 
that, but the times he’s been to 
Cheltenham, it just hasn’t been 
him. 

The Filler Chase wili thus be 
one of the most significant Fes- 
tival trials of ail, and if One Man 
fails the test, it is unlikely to be 
for lack of fitness. “He’s in 
good form,’' Richards said, “it's 
been difficult to keep him go- 
ing but it shouldn't matter be- 
cause he was race-fit just over 
three weeks ago for the King 
George so it will take nothing 
to bring him back.” 

Even if One Man fails to 
make it to the stan at Chel- 
tenham in Match, Richards is 
in the happy position of being 
able to field some able deputies, 
since Addington Boy. Unguid- 
ed Missile and The Grey Monk 
are all intended runners in the 
Gold Cup. Unguided Missile, 
the subject of steady support in 
recent days, was backed again 
with William H31 yesterday and 
is now 20-1 (from 25-1) for the 
Festival's most important prize. 


Bookmakers’ ante-post lists are 
racing’s futures market. Read- 
ers can catch up with the latest 
developments - best prices are 

m bold -in this sphere with 77w 

Independent's Tuesday service. 

Hurdle Bunsey is a top-priced 
14-1 wih the Tbte- William Wfl 
go 10 - 1 . 


Champion Hurdle: Large 
Action is 7-1 (’William Hill 
and the Tote) - Ladbrokes go 
5-1. 

Triumph Hurdle: Far Dawn 
is 25-1 (Tbte) - Coral go 14-1. 

Cheltenham Gold' Cup 
Chase: One Man is 8-1 (Tote) 
- Coral and William Hill go 6- 1. 

Ian Davies 


Tote Gold Trophy HariHi^p Hurdle (2m 110yds) 

Horae rrrariwritoemii 

wbomi mi 


PWW A IteyJMrs M BewewlOstHhl 

5.1 


Make A Start (M ftnBriVni lfis , 

12-1 


Storm pemage (P Nusv^CbuJOI 

12.1 

12-1 

SfoiEav IR Akafwm/Ukrrf ifal 

12-1 

_ltl. 

CeeUe Svwjep ID 



Onto Star (J M JeftaaoryiOsaato) 

12-1 

14-1 

Ewartefl^to ID MiMun'ilctiih, 



Meter Moreeo IN TwE,ian.rtoim-«nrwi?iK. 

12-1 


Bwwrtvw M tn., 

hidefanee (Ms J Prtmmrtrya«h| 

lfi-1 


ftjswea Actfoa lO Sne™a«yi5«j 

dOubdul 

_1B : 1 

RoarancarJIiy>MCU^(tovie&ltU4ihi 

14-1 

_JUM L 

Cbervf* tad (N HenderwaCailhi 

20.1 


Cflfton Bait (P HoblK.rtrkifthi 

20-1 


Edateetos Da Modn iF Muretiv.Ssiebi 

20-1 


Eshkna Nat U SoearinfllQa) 

20-1 


FteiMv W«v (A L T Moorert iVu 

20-1 


%W< Rohan (F Munv*tfirva«B.| 

20-1 


PlkkMB (M Pkremrean 

20-1 


Slver Greora (R Atrehurartrirttou 

20-1 


Tbetaw (Lady Hemtes^siiiiii 

20-1 


CW * outsold !M Ptoe&naoi 

20-1 


CMefe Sami (S OavkiOaiiM 

20-1 


Direct Roots (JH Jonnsorv«isn5ti) jn., -vi.t 

Frtenarcti (R PtrtUK/99tf*>) 

25-1 


Hauw Bmere (D racttison?9Ss» 

25-1 


KteakeSe (ALT Moam&zl 1K>] 

25-1 


Ktosolr (N FMndasorVRaUfa) 

25-1 

20-1 

Ntoaerfen U FiiaSeraiaftGfied 

20-1 

25-1 

Ftofl a Doter ID ElwMhiM») 

25-1 

25-1 

Tore Brodto U H JoframfeifiM 

25.1 


Abbey Street (0 SherwnrelOallhi 

33-1 

25-1 

AMMia'* Dentate (R BucMer.SsOOW 

33-1 

25-1 

AetnmB Bov (PHabbsrt nrei h 

33-1 

25-1 

Gtearaert (M PreaSsa 

33-1 


Gtannhtf CM fO 

33-1 

33-1 

Dr Lamt (P HoU»Sstl3W 

33-1 

33-1 

HwnBtenSM((PRue/9a5« 

33-1 

38-1 

KhaMeii, Of Shades (A TumeV993to) 

33-1 

33-1 

Urtdeniret lad U Kin«a7W 

25-1 

33-1 

Mercbaat Me (M FtewncraV95fit) 

25-1 

33-1 

Muse (D B9MOrttV10st8U 

33-1 

25-1 

Potentate (M Ptoe/9a3toi 

33-1 

25-1 

Moaeaaur (C ManrVBstfib) 

50-1 

50-1 

Yet AMKi (G KEfavnsv/7si54il 

50-1 

50-1 

Mnnmrte N RomBMAID 

86-1 

50-1 

Decide Youraeff p Thomson JonesBsO 

IDO-1 

e&i 

£acb-wey a quaner tire odds, places X, 3. 3. 4 (Newbuiy. Saturday, 8 fetvuaryi 


II Champion Hurdle (2m 110yds) 1 

Horse (Trainer) 

Coral 

WWanlHM 

Ladbrokes 

Tate 

CoMarBwcJOU) 

7-2 

3-1 

7-2 

7-2 


11-2 

7-1 

5-1 

7-1 

Space Trucker (Mrs J Hartnefan) 

7-1 

7-1 

6-1 

8-1 

Escartaflriiue p Nicholson) 

12-1 

10-1 

12-1 

10-1 

Dote Star UMJeffenoni 

12-1 

12-1 

12-1 

14-1 

Sunuerttoo (D Ntahotenni 

10-1 

doubtful 

14-1 

12-1 

Castle Sum# ID NlcJrotsorv) 

18-1 

18-1 

12-1 

14-1 

TOmsev (RAkehurst) 

14-1 

20-1 

16-1 

141 

I'm Suppose: (K FVendensastl 

20-1 

16-1 

16-1 

14-1 

ReAced (O Ntchoteon) 

20-1 

20-1 

14-1 

14-1 

Undreede (A (T&rien) 

20-1 

20-1 

14-1 

14-1 

| Eticft-tray a quarter me oefa* p«oae 1.2,3 (CMtanham. Tuesday. 11 MafcM || 


S ' Triumph Hurdle (2m If) 1 


Coral 

WtiHem tun 

Ladbrokes 

Tote 


16-1 

14-1 

12-1 

14-1 

Shootbnt lwm (P Murehv) 

20-1 

14-1 

14-1 

14-1 

Bolder ID Kkdwfeeni 

16-1 

16-1 

20-1 

14-1 

White Sea (M Poe) 

18-1 

20-1 

15-1 

20-1 

FfcrSmm IMts A J Ptanea) 

14-1 

16-1 

16-1 

25-1 


33-1 

.33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

dretit Star ID Nicholson) 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

Dtoaiowed (Miss H KnbStu 

25-1 

33-1 

25-1 

25-1 

Soranus (N Henderson) 

20-1 

33-1 

25-1 

33-1 

Shu Bee (□ Srwrwood) 

25-1 

25-1 

25-1 

33-1 

Pemme Secret (M Proel 

25-1 

50-1 

33-1 

25-1 

| Each-wey a quarter the odds, places 1,2 3 (Chetnnham. Thursday, 13 Match) | j 


II Cheftenham Gokf Cup Chase (3m 2f 110yds) II 


Corel 

WBtamHH 

Larifarekas 

Tote 


9-2 

7-2 

4-1 

7-2 

Odobo M (W Denras) 

7-1 

8-1 

7-1 

B-l 


6-1 

—6-1 

7-1 

8-1 


8-1 

8-1 

8-1 

8-1 


12-1 

14-1 

12-1 

14-1 

Dotmm PpWh (M Hourttavr) 

14-1 

18-1 

12-1 

18-1 

The Gray Monk IG Richards) 

lfi-1 

14-1 

12-1 

18-1 

Mr Muflhean IN Chancel 

18-1 

14-1 

14-1 

16-1 

■lehttiMi Lad (Mrs j PnmarU 

161 

16-1 

14-1 

20-1 

Banlo (D FAcholsorr) 

25-1 

20-1 

16-1 

25-1 

DanoB (T FWBri 

20 -J_ 

16-1 

20-1 

26-1 

Maatnur IT Forsur) 

20-1 

25-1 

25-1 

26:1. 

UnOtotod Mtalc (G FBdWrts) 

20-1 

20-1 

25-1 

25-1 

rtiMiiiieigiiB Du ttfe (M Pfoe) 

20-1 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

Each-way » Quarter W odds, ptecea 1. 2, 3 fCneBunham. Thursday. 13 March) j 


RACING RESULTS 


SOUTHWELL 

22J55: L CHADLEtGH LANE (F L^Ctl) (rl; 
2. Itondra u-4 jt-tov; 3. H» Barnsley BeHe 
B-l. 10 ran. U-4jt-tav Down The Yard (6th). 
5, i. IR Hoflmghead, Upper umflflon). Tom: 
£6.50; £1.50, £1.10, £2.70. DF: £14.80. 
CSF: £21.07. Tries* £08.04, Trite £2 930. 

Lath 1. RAFRES ROOSTS) (Jo Hunront) 
5-2 fey. 2. tartue Dufoto 66-3; *. T«H- 
Btan Lady 16-1: 4. Hislang 12-L 17 ran. 
IVl 4. (A Newcombs. Barnstaple). Tote: 
£5.10; £1.10. £2630. £B^0. £3.70. DF: 
£442.10. CSR £143-92- Tricast £2427.05. 
Tno: £1434.70. 

3LS5: L. JSEREEN (D Hamsofi) 5-2 fay 
2. Mren 14-1; 3. BoM Metocrat 7-3. B 
me. 5, nk. (P Hwftng, Godelnttig. Tote: 
£110; £110, £1.90, £150. DR £12-40. 
CSR £3207. Tte £4190. 

2L2S: 1. CHB« CASTLE (3 Dkcrane) 13-8 
fey SL Meflun 8-1; 3. WBdffre 7-1, 14 ran. 
9, 10. (P Kesfert, MkkUefrem). TMm £ 2 . 00 ; 
£1,40. £2.50, £2.70. DF: £9^0. CSR 
£16.46. D1ESBC £7637, Trla £24.50. 

2JS 1. EUON LEDGER (J Weao) 4-1 
fey 2.MB9MN veatoe 14-1;3. Utttofonr 
10- L 11 r». Nk. av^ (Mrc N Macaufey, 
Melton Mowtew). Tote: £5-10; £1.50, 
£3J». £4.70 Db £5450. CSR £5040 Tri- 
cast: £00033. Tim £214.10, 

a^: L HMTOREW 0 Quinn) 5-t 2. As- 


3J5S: L GULF SHAADf (S Ownfe) 9-3; 
2. Bnwtfitaxi‘8 Pride 6-5 fey 3. Spaotoh 
Stoippar 20-1. 10 ran. 3, 0 IE Alston. lOrtft 
ten). Tote: £3.90; £2.60, £110, £2.40. DF; 
£3.60. CSR £533- Tncasc £43^47. Tno: 
£1100. 

Jackpot Not won. Pool Of £56.629.63 ear- 
ned forward m Cariisto today. 

Ptaopoe £6130. QuadpoC £14.60. 
Piece & £42,64. PMee St £25.55. 


DF: £215 0. CSF: £34£7. Trite £44.00. 
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sport 


FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP: This weekend kicks off a crucial tournament. Chris Hewett assesses the prospects and the players 


Seeking 
Lions’ 
share of 
success 


1 rnp M G I M n F T O T H F f.DNTFNnFS^ AMD PRETENDERS 

s 

; ENGLAND SCOTLAND ¥ 

FRANCE 

.. > W 
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I rrelevant, inhibited, insular 
and in dire need of a fun- 
damental shake-up? Over- 
hvpcd. over-valued and, 
regrettably, over here? Yes. the 
Five Nations’ Championship is 
with us again, bringing with it 
the now traditional hotch-potch 
of rugby emotions - the deli- 
rious tingle of anticipation and 
unrivalled sense of occasion, un- 
dermined so often by the ab- 
sence of real quality and the 
knowledge that south of the 
Equator, the All Blacks and 
Springboks are more likely to be 
shaking with laughter than 
trembling with fear. 

It is the height of fashion 
these days to give the Five No- 
tions short shrift and it is diffi- 
cult to argue with the jeremiahs 
who point to the fact that Eng- 
land won last year's title by scor- 
ing fewer tries - three in four 
games - than any of their rivals, 
having fallen back on a prehis- 
toric game plan rendered ob- 
solete by the Super-12 and 
Tri-Nations Tournaments Lhat 
followed Down Under. 

Yet this season's showpiece 
could hardly be more significant 
or carry with it more responsi- 
bility; the first fully profession- 
al Lions party in history leaves 
for South Africa in mid-May 
and in the absence of more than 
a handful of stone-cold cer- 
tainties the selectors will base 
their decisions on the events of 
the next 10 weeks. Fran Cotton, 
the tour manager, has stated 
that conte ciders who fail to win 
a Five Nations place will come 
under consideration regard- 
less, so it follows that while some 
first-choice internationals will 
play themselves on to the trip 
during this tournament others 
will play themselves off it - 
According to Finlay Calder, 
whose triumph in Australia in 
1989 made him the first and only 
successful Lions captain since 
1974, this year’s Five Nations is 
central to the success of this 
summer's series. "The Lions 
have an enormous task in front 
of them; above all else, they 
must gain the respect of the 
South Africans. A really bad 
tour would do inestimable dam- 
age to the Lions as an institu- 
tion. If things go wrong in 
selection, the consequences will 
be too terrible to contemplate. 

“Ideally, the selectors should 
already have a framework in 
place -you can’t tell me players 
like Martin Johnson and Gregor 
Townsend haven't been pen- 
cilled in - and if it were me. I’d 
have nominated my captain and 
insisted he play a fiiD role in con- 
structing the squad. But the im- 
portant thing is to pick form 
players and you can only do that 
off the back of the Five Nations." 


The former Scottish captain 
also believes lhat a successful Li- 
ons tour would give the British 
game a much-needed injection 
of confidence and self-esteem in 
the run-up to the 1999 Wforid 
Cup. “When we beat Australia 
eight years ago, both the Scots 
and the English reaped a huge 
benefit in terms of national 
performance. Strong, successful 
teams came out of that trip and 
for a while at least our inferiority 
complex in relation to the south- 
ern hemisphere powers disap- 
peared. That could happen this 
time, too." 

In sharp contrast lo his colour- 
fill image as the original clay- 
more-wielding Scottish rugby 
warrior, Calder is unexpectedly 
complimentary about England, 
the obvious title favourites. 
“From a Lions perspective, we 
need to take the vety best avail- 
able squad to South Africa and 
that quite dearly calls for an enor- 
mous contribution from the Eng- 
lish. There wili be no room for 
compromise, for diplomatic 
trade-offs in selection; the Eng- 
lish are light years ahead of any 
other home union in the quali- 
ty of their club rugby and that 
should be reflected when the par- 
ty is announced - provided, of 
course, they are up to speed in 
the Five Nations." 

Whatever its stature on the 
world stage - “quite frankly, I 
can’t imagine that Wales versus 
Ireland will persuade thou- 
sands of people in Manawatu or 
Whirarapa Bush to forgo a 
night’s sleep," Calder said - the 
extraordinary public and com- 
mercial appeal of the Five Na- 
tions gives it an almost 
impregnable foothold in the 
national sporting psyche. 

All 10 matches have been 
sold out for months and that 
cast-iron popularity is the dri- 
ving force behind the £277m 
BSkyB broadcasting deal cur- 
rently waiting to be signed. 

All we need now is for the 
cream to rise. For Townsend to 
set the Championship alight as 
Scotland’s outside-half and for 
his countryman, Rob Wain- 
wrigfaL to confirm his recovery 
from injury; for the two Scotts, 
Gibbs and QuinnelL to make 
themselves first-choice Lions by 
inspiring the long-awaited 
Welsh renaissance; for Brian 
Ashton to make some sense of 
a chaotic Irish back division and 
perhaps bring the best out of the 
great under-achiever, Jonathan 
Bell; and for England to start 
using a front five of world-class 
potential as a means to an end 
rather than an end in itselfl 

It is asking a lot. But if the 
prospect of a Lions adventure 
is not sufficient stimulus, we re- 
ally are in trouble. 




ins 


Simon Shaw: Heavy duty up front Photograph: Allsport Gregor Townsend: Talented back Photograph: Empics Abdeiatif Benazar World d 


Photograph: Empics 


Possession may be nine-tenths of the law; bat the remaining 10 
per cent and how to obtain it remains a. source of bafflement to 
Jack Rowell and his not-so-merry men. Flawed selection at loose- 
forwaiti and half-back in the pre-Christmas programme created 
a sow's ear tiom foe silk purse 9ewn by Jason Leonard's outstanefing 
tight unit and unless the issues are addressed, England wili re- 
main vulnerable to any Side capable of winning line-out ball. For 
all that, the clout of heavy-duty forwards like Martin Johnson and 
Simon Shaw ought to pave the way for a Triple Crown at least, 
even though trips to Dublin and Cardiff are on the itinerary. 
Prospects: Firm favourites. 



They were not supposed to be much good last year, but their un- 
expected Grand Siam charge was halted only by a characteris- 
tically Neanderthal display from Dean Richards. The Scots were 
disappointingly conciliatory when the Wallabies visited Murrery- 
fieto in November, but the return to fitness of Rob Wainwright 
should do wonders. They possess an uncut diamond in Gregor 
Townsend and very decent scrum-halves in Gary Armstrong aid 
Bryan Redpath, but unless someone lights a fire in the bellies of 
the lightweights up front, neither England nor France will lose steep 
at the prospect of facing them on home turf. Hang on, though, 
weren't we all saying the same things 12 months ago? 
Prospects: Mid-table at worst 

Fixtures 

January 18: Scotland v Wales 
Ireland v France 

‘ February 1: England v Scotland 
Wales v Ireland 

February 15: Ireland v England 


Gloriously, infimatingjy unpredictable, ft is a decade since the French 
won at Twickenham and the indications, point to a continuation 
- Jean-Claude Sftrela’s side has been affected tor injury arid the 
coach has not helped with some, aff-the-yrall setedion. >fet one 
flash of genius ton Alain Fenaud, Thomas 'Casta&iecle or StrifJhane 
Glas in midfield could turn the sfKxrtinf rnateh on rts head; on 
their day, the Friaich backs are unfoucha tife/thefcwiM be as for- 
midable as ever up front -.they had two World XV contenders in 
Christian Cafifano and Abdeiatif Benazzi - arid |f their chosen saurii- 
half plays anything fike 1 they will take tone stopping. • ' 
Prospects: The main threatto England. ' . : 




WALES 


March 1: 

France v Wales 
England v France 


March 15: 

Scotland v Ireland 
Wales v England 


France v Scotland 

Championship winners 


Outright 

Shared 

Wales 

22 

11 

England 

22 

9 

Scotland 

13 

8 

Ireland 

10 

9 

France 

10 

7 


Keith Wood: Ail-action man 


Photograph: Empics 


Heaven only knows. Any side capable of pushing Australia right 
to the wire one day and losing pathetically to Italy the next is 
beyond the call of reason and it will be no surprise if Brian Ash- 
ton, the new coaching adviser, expands the selection panel by 
one to include Russell Grant The recall of two seasoned half- 
backs, Eric Bwood and Niall Hogan, for this weekend's opener 
against the French, suggest the Irish are willing to fight for their 
reputation, for neither man is a shrinking violet However, apart 
from Keith Wood, the all-action hooker who captains the team, 
Ireland are woefully short of genuine Test talent 
Prospects: Dire. 


Grand Slams 

England - 11 (1913, 1914, 1921, 1923, 1924, 
1928, 1957, 1980, 1991, 1992, 1995) 
Wales- 8 (1908, 1909, 1911, 1950, 1952, 
1971, 1976, 1978) 

France - 4 (1968, 1977, 1981, 1987) . 

Scotland - 3 (1925, 1984, 1990) 

Ireland - 1 (1948) 



Robert Howley: Vibrant scrum-half .. photograph: Empics 


In a sense, it's now or never for the Welsh. For years, they have 
used the exodus of talent to rugby league as an excuse for their 
failings at international level. Now that Qurnnell, Gibbs, Bateman, 
Young and Davies are back, the moment has arrived to put up 
or shut up. False dawns come as second nature to those, with 
the Red Dragon at heart, but this championship gives therrr.real 
cause for optimism. Robert Hawley’s talents at scrum -haff should 
bring out the best in a back-row more physical titan any seferi at 
the Arms Park in a decade and if Arwel Thomas errs on the right 
side of sanity at stand-off, things are sure to happen out wide. 
Prospects: Dark horses. 





Humphreys set to walk disciplinary tightrope springbok primed 

to bolster Bedford 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Asking Jonathan Humphreys to 
stop being impetuous is rather 
like telling Alf Garnet to cut out 
the bad language but Kevin 
Bowring, the Welsh coach, has 
decided to tiy his luck anyway. 
In retaining Humphreys as na- 
tional captain for this weekend's 
Five Nations opener against 
Scotland at Murrayfield, 
Bowring is demanding a "dis- 
ciplined, effective game'' from 
the notoriously headstrong 
Cardiff hooker. Or else, he 
might have added. 

Bowring was close to keeping 


faith with Garin Jenkins of 
Swansea, who filled in for the sus- 
pended Humphreys in the warm- 
up match with the United Stales 
last weekend, and another penal- 
ty-plagued performance in Ed- 
inburgh wall almost certainly 
cost the skipper his job. 

“I have learned a harsh les- 
son.” said Humphreys yesterday, 
referring to his dismissal in the 
Heincken European Cup semi- 
final in Brive 10 days ago. "I re- 
alise that I cannot be so 
impetuous, lhat I do not have to 
save my team single-handed. I 
watched last Saturday's game 
against the Eagles from the 
stand and it was not a nice posi- 


tion to be in; 1 am grateful for the 
confidence shown in me by the 
Welsh management and 1 aim to 
repay them. It is not a question 
of compromising the way I play, 
but of understanding that 1 can- 
not get away with things.” 

The Welsh selectors have re- 
verted to the side that would 
have faced the Americans but 
for injury and disciplinary prob- 
lems; the only other change sees 
Justin Thomas giving way to 
Neil Jenkins at full-back - a 
move that wd certainly interest 
the Lions hierarchy, who must 
be having nightmares about 
their goalkicking options in 
South Africa this summer. 


Bowring felt compelled to de- 
fend his continued preference 
for the unpredictable Arwel 
Thomas over the more de- 
pendable talents of Jonathan 
Davies at outside-half. “I will say 
it again; Arwel creates oppor- 
tunities for the backs when he 
plays, although I agree we must 
be far more ruthless and clini- 
cal in finishing off those 
chances,” the coach said. 

Not surprisingly, the Irish 
selectors wielded a bigger axe 
in advance of their match with 
France in Dublin. Half-backs 
Steve Mcfvor and Paul Burke 
carry the can for the embar- 
rassing recenL home defeat by 


Italy - Niall Hogan and Eric EJ- 
wood resume their partnership 
against the French - while 
Gabriel Fulcher loses out to 
Paddy Johns in the second row. 
Eric Miller of Leicester filling 
the resulting gap at No 8. 

Brian Ashton, the new coach- 
ing advisor to the Irish nation- 
al squad, was not involved in 
selection but helped run a train- 
ing session in Dublin yesterday, 
immediately impressing his un- 
familiar charges. “His appoint- 
ment gives us a new ray of hope 
and, given our recent results, we 
certainly need it.” said David 
Corkety, the blind-side flanker. 

One enforced change to the 


Irish linc-up sees Maurice Held, 
the 32-year-oid centre from 
Malone, replace the injured 
Mark McCall in midfield. 

WALES tv Scotland. Murrayflaid. Saturday): 
N I E*ans A BeUt- 

man (Rcnmontfi. S Gtbbc (Swansea). G Thomas 
(ftidffindt. A Thomas ISwanseai. R Howley 
ICodiff); S Loader ISwanseal. J Hnmptioys 
iCatUlf. cayj. D Young iCattrtf), G Ltamltyn 
IHateounsi. M Rowley iftxnypndtfi. 5 WMams 
iNeafti. S Qufnma fRWvnond). C Chants 

iSwanreai. napbeomoms: J Davies iCanJUT). 

P John iPonifiKfcfl. C Qohmefl (Rttimandi. q 
J ones iCanMfi. L Mustaa (Cam rftl. 6 Jenkins 
(SwunsejI. 

IRELAND t» Franca. Lansdtmne Road, SsCw- 
day}: C O'Shea i London Into); J Topping IBs), 
fwnsnai. M iMAmej, J Be* (Nortt a mptonj. 
D Clotty fGaryoiueni: E Bwood OLansdoane). 
N Hoem iTamne CMegtt N Pnppiewofl INew- 
casffei. K Wood imneoiwts. caoh. P W Ma ca 
(Saracensi. P Johns rSoacene). J Davttson fayv 
don tashj. D Carboy iBnstnr). D McBride (MaT- 
onei. E mar iiacesKfl. Reptacemaats: K 
McQudktn (LadMcwne). P Burks Aston. S 
Mclvor iGauyor-ni. 8 Putcher (Urxtai Irish), 
a Hatpin Hendon inn, ACtaifaa (Northampton). 


Bedford have stepped up their 
promotion push from the Sec- 
ond Division with the signing of 
the South African internation- 
al Rudi Straeuli. 

The 33-year-old flanker, who 
played for the Springboks in their 
1995 World Cup final triumph, 
is expected in Bedford on Thurs- 
day and could be in the side to 
play Rugby Lions on Saturday. 

A club spokesman said: 
“There are still one or two 
loose ends to tie up but we ex- 
pect him here on Thursday and 
hope he can play on Saturday. 

“He came here before 


Christinas and was given a tour 
around the dub. He was under 
contract to the South African 
Rugby Union then, though was 
not in their current squad.” 

The player-coach, Paul Turn- 
er, and director of rugby, Ge- 
off Cooke, have made il clear ^ 
to Frank Warren, the club’s 
backer, lhat they could not sus- 
tain a promotion challenge with 
their currenl players. 

The spokesman added; “Wc 
are still aiming to recruit more 
players and will bow have to start 
looking to off-load those who 

are surplus to requirements.” 



Super Bowl date for Patriots and Packers 


Green Bay Packers fans celebrate with Wayne Simmons 
after reaching the Super Bowl Photograph: AP 


American football 

MATT TENCH 


For four years the New England 
Patriots have performed in a 
way so at odds with the instincts 
of their head coach (hat ai times 
he has seemed in need of psy- 
chiatric help. For their most im- 
portant game of the period, 
however, at least half the side 
remembered his roots, and 
played like a Bill Purcells team. 

Before arriving in Massachu- 
setts, Parcells had won two Su- 
per Bowls with a New York 
Giants outfit that relied on a bril- 
liantly intimidating defense, 
could run the ball well, and ap- 
peared willing to pass only when 


all else had failed. Yet Parcells’ 
first action in charge of his new 
side was to use the top pick of the 
draft to acquire Drew Bledsoe, 
the quarterback billed as the new 
Dan Marino. There followed a 
fascinating period during which 
probably the most traditional 
coach in the league presided over 
its most hi-tech offense and 
made do with a defease that was 
never remotely considered 
among the league's best. 

Small wonder that when the 
equally lopsided Jacksonville 
Jaguars arrived for Sunday’s 
AFC Championship game the 
general expectation was for a 
high -scoring bonanza. Instead 
Bledsoe's unit was rendered vir- 
tually powerless, but the Patriots 


won 20-6 thanks to a superhuman 
effort from their defenders. 

The Patriots now meet the 
Green Bay Packers in this sea- 
son's Super Bowl at the 
Louisiana Superdome, New Or- 
leans. on Sunday week. The 
Pack were much more rounded 
as they dispensed with the Car- 
olina Panthers in Arctic condi- 
tions in the NFC Championship 
game at Lam beau Feld, and 
have already been installed as 
heavy favourites. The Rats’ only 
chance would appear to lie with 
the wiles of Purcells, who would 
become the first coach to win the 
Super Bowl with different sides 
if he did pull off an upseL 

Midway through the second 
quarter of the game at Foxboro 


the stadium lights went out, 
which seemed appropriate on a 
day that New England’s attack 
completely Iosl its spark. Despite 
scoring early, it stuttered from 
the start, got worse, and was only 
rescued by the Pats' excellent 
special teams (coached by Par- 
cells himself) and resolute de- 
fense, which enabled them logo 
in at half-time with a 13-3 lead. 

In the third quarter Mark 
Brunei!, the Jags quarterback, 
added to his growing reputation 
as ihe mosl dangerous young 
plav-caller in the league, but a 
series of impressive drives only 
resulted in the lead being cut to 
13-6. Then with just under four 
minutes left and the Jags seem- 
ingly poised lo score the lying 


touchdown, BruneU's pass was 
intercepted by Willie Clay in the 
end zone. Two further turnovers 
allowed the Patriots lo win by the 
deceptively comfortable score of 
20-6, which was almost as unfair 
as the fact that BruneU’s one bad 
play proved crucial, rather than 
Bledsoe's generally dismal dis- 
play. 

Green Bay's Brett Havre was 
also at fault as the Pack began 
hesitantly in temperatures that, 
with the wind chill, went as low 
as -27C. Favre was intercepted 
deep in his own half, and then 
dropped the ball while scram- 
bling, the Panthers capitalising 
on both to score 10 points. 

But in between Favre had 
thrown a perfect 29-yard scor- 


ing pass to Dorsey Levens.'aud 
as the game progressed so it w®, 
the quarterback's yirraes'tbat 
prevailed and, with Levcas 
contributing 205 yards/.thf 
Pack ran out 30-13 winneiri.lt 
was the sweetest of trimriphsfa 
the fanatical fans of the . 
smallest but oldest franplise* | 
one that returns it tothe Super 
Bowl for the first time sin® 8 
certain Vince Lombardi W8S 1 ? 
charge, but nobody in Wiscotf' 
sin was happier than 
himself. “This is wharweptey* 
our whole lives for," he sat“-. 
■ Bobby Ross, thc.he adcffg 
of San Diego until his iWgP* 
lion a fortnight ago. has taj®* 
charge of Detroit after agree?? I 
a five-year. £4.7m deal 
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Atherton looks to a final summer as England improve 


Cricket 
MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Palmerston North 
NZC Selection XI 138 
England 106-3 


Michael Atbenon yesterday re- 
vealed that he would like one 
more attempt at beating Aus- 
tralia this summer before bring- 
ing his four-year reign as 
England captain to a close. 


His tenure as captain, how- 
ever, depends cm a successful sec- 
ond leg of the tour and although 
Atherton continued his wretched 
run of form, England produced 
an improved performance on the 
opening day of their match 
against a New Zealand XT. 

Craig While took 4 for IS and 
the pacemen, Dominic Cork, 
Andy Caddick and Chris Sil- 
verwood claimed wickets as 
England dismissed a team con- 
tend eight Test players for 138. 


Then, despite Atherton's ear- 
ly departure for seven, they 
reached 106 for 3 by the dose 
as Nick Knight and Alec Slew- 
art took a dune to the home at- 
tack. Athertons failure 
coincided with a candid admis- 
sion that the pressures of the 
captaincy were beginning to af- 
fect him, “I can’t see me doing 
h much longer,'’ he said. “If the 
second part of this winter's tour 
goes well, then I would like to 
do the job in the summer against 


Australia. If it docs not go well, 
then I won't be doing it any 
longer. That much is obvious." 

At Fitzhcrbcn Park yester- 
day, Atherton never threat- 
ened to compile a sizeable 
innings. He edged Danny Mor- 
rison just short of the wicket- 
keeper. Adam Parore, and also 
fended off a lifting delivery 
that lobbed dangerously close 
to gully. An inside edge against 
Robert Kennedy brought two 
more runs but, having steered 


the young paceman for a four, 
Atherton fell to the lblh ball. 
He went back and across to a 
Kennedy delivery but moved in 
off the scam and looked plumb 
tbw. Sieve Dunne, the umpire, 
certainly thought so . 

"We must hare confidence 
Lhal runs will come for Mike, 
and they will," David Lloyd, the 
England coach, said “'We’ve got 
to give him our full support. 
He's a quality player who is just 
out of form a bit at the mo- 


ment." Atherton's problems 
overshadowed an all-round per- 
formance more encouraging 
than almost anything produced 
by England in Zimbabwe. 

Once Caddick had broken an 
opening stand of 48 by having 
Blair Pocock caught La the slips 
off a lifting deliveiy, success 
came at regular intervals. 
.Atherton held a spectacular 
catch in the gully to remove 
Parore after he had cut Silver- 
wood, Craig Spearman dragged 


While’s first delivery into his 
stumps and, before long, the 
home side were reeling at 98 for 

day at four En&ana ion i<w 

NZC SEtrer JS - FM (iMnes 

B A PdcOcXC Thorpe DCaoiich . 

C J Spearman b Ware ...... t? 

TA c Paros C AHterwn ft 0 

M A Home c saenmod b Cart ""•« 

-M J GreatDdtth c Cork t> tlM? = 

L G Howell c Csddck b Co* 

i T C Vjcuytan b White 

P l Wheman c Stewart 0 0 

M J Hd&lam run out ’ ’ 8 

D K Mormon c Thorpe b Wh>*. . 

R J Kennedy noi out , 

Bare* flb* ob31 — ; 

Total (57.4 overs) f-f n 





Martyn’s return 
wins rare respect 


Fat: 1-48 2-53 3-58 4-81 593 6-97 7 98. 
8-125 9-137. 

Bovrttac Co* J 7-7-45-£ Cadrtrt* 16-3-4S- 
l; Sherwood 15 -4-24.2; White 9-4-3-15-d; 
Tufosr 3 -0-5-0. 

ENGLAND - Ftert Tarings 

IV V Krugm c Faroe b Mom son ...... 46 

■M A Ametton few o Kennedy 7 

TA J Siewan na as ,„&0 

A R Caddick c Parara b Montson 7 

N Hus&an not out .0 

Betas (fo4 nb2j 6 

Total tfor 3. 33 overs) 108 

Fait 1- IS 2-94 3-106 
To bat: G P Thame. J P Crawley. C White. D 
G Cods C E W SJwrawxL P C R Tufnrtl. 
Bowoag (to date): Momson 10-2-20-2; 
tonaJyS-2-31-1; iftutftan 7-2-290; Wse- 
man 7-1-22-0: Haslam 1- 1-0-0. 

UnqHres: S 0 Dunne and D Questea. 
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t There should be no 
boos the first time 
Nigel Martyn touches 
the ball at Selhura 
Park tonight. Some- 
one with a short memory migh t 
try bid he wiU be hushed by those 
around him. In south London 
speak, Nigel is one of us. 

True, he left Crystal Palace 
for Leeds United last summer 
but be lingered longer than 
most and that is appreciated at 
a place where better players 
have not been known for their 
adhesiveness. The dub's fanzine 
has issued dire warnings for 
those who give Martyn a hard 
time in tonight’s FA Cup third 
round tie, and if he could see 
to it not to give the home sup- 
porters a hard time too— 

While it is never wise to get 
too misty-eyed about footballers 
where loyalty tends to have a 
wage rise attached, in Mar- 
tyn’s case the feelings of bon- 
homie will be reciprocated. He 
will be trying his utmost to get 
Leeds through to the next 
round of the Cup tonight but 
one win last May and he would 
have been in the opposite net. 
Happy to be there, too. 

“If we’d gone up in the pity- 
offs I’d have stayed at Selhurst 
Part” Martyn aid, “but it had 
got to the stage where I was 
nearly 30 and needed to be in 
the Premiership. I stfli haveakrt 
of. friends at Palace and fond 
feeling for the place.” 

Martyn, a rare Cornish foot- 
baller, arrived in south London 
from JJristoI Roversjustjn time^ 
for the fin«st Palace teamln bis- 
toiy. ln his-fcst season they - 
reatfjped the EA Chp final the 
next they were third in the First 
Division but images of a gold- 
en future dimmed when the side 
of Wright, Bright and delight 
broke up and two relegations in 
three seasons followed, albeit 
with" a promotion in between. 

Failure to keep the yo-yo go- 
ing against Leicester in the play- 


Leeds ’goalkeeper 
revisits his old club in 
the FA Cup tonight. 
Guy Hodgson reports 

offs at Wembley last May was the 
last disappointment for Martyn 
and he was gone, if not forgot- 
ten. “I had tetters of support from 
CiystaJ Palace supporters when 
1 moved to Leeds which was 
nice," he said. “They were thank- 
ing me for the years and saying 
they were glad I didn't just chuck 
it in the first time we got relegated 
or the second time. They un- 
derstood this was my chance and 
they wished me well." 

The wishes have come true. 
Since he arrived at Ell and Road 
Martyn’s form has been out- 
standing to a point where 
George Graham, a man not eas- 
ily impressed when it comes to 
foe defensive side of things, has 
advocated his inclusion in foe 
England squad. “He has sur- 
prised me,” foe Leeds manag- 
er said. “I hadn’t realised how 
good he was.” 

“Td seen him play for Crystal 
Palace lots of tunes but when 
you’ve got a player like David 
Seaman cm your books you don’t 
appreciate the goalkeepers im- 
mediately beneath him until you 
work with them. He has a simi- 
lar personality to Seaman, very 
gentle. He doesn’t get excited the 
way some goalkeepers do.” 
These compliments might 
have been coming from Ever- 
ton’s Joe Royle. but the Good- 
ison dub lost Martyn when they 
seemed to have him. His wife has 

family ext Merseyside and he was 
inclined to go there until he went 
for foe interview. The manager 
was unavailable, foe chairman, 
Peter Johnson, too busy and 
when he told director Cliff Finch 
that be was also talking to Leeds 
foe reaction was, well, strange. 

“He went away for 15 min- 
utes,” Martyn said, “and when he 


came back be gave me foe di- 
rections to the M62 and told me 
to leave as early as f could be- 
cause foe traffic was building. 1 
can understand they didn’t want 
to get involved in an auction, but 
they had me there. If they’d 
worked harder they might have 
kept me. 1 came over to Leeds 
and was treated completely dif- 
ferently. They made more effort.” 
That eariy work has proved 
worthwhile because Graham es- 
timates that his goalkeeper has 
made only two mistakes since the 
two joined forces. That, Martyn 
puts down to the eagerness to im- 
press new supporters, colleagues 
and managers which gave him ac- 
cess to “an extra 10 per cent you 
didn’t know was there" and to his 
goalkeeping coach. 

John Burridge played for 18 
dubs, including Palace, in a 25- 
year career and is passing on his 
experience to Martyn. “1 missed 
out on goalkeeping coaching at 
Selhursi Park," be" said “When 
I first went to the dub we had Pe- 
ter Bone tti, but unfortunately be 
moved further north and he 
wasn’t replaced 
“You try to do it yourself but 
perhaps you don't push yourself 
as much as you should" do. It's 
hard to say what John gives me 
without getting too technical but 
be gets you sharper in your 
mind, quicker on your feet." 

Sharp enough to add to his 
three England caps? “You have 
always got to be hopeful” he 
replied “Ray Clemence loured 
foe country at foe start of the 
season seeing English goal- 
keepers saying that 1 and they 
hadn’t been forgotten but I've 
heard nothing since. You just 
have to train as hard as you can, 
play to the best of your ability 
and keep your fingers crossed 
when foe squad is announced” 
If be is picked Leeds will be 
delighted although Palace sup- 
porters wflj be pretty chuffed toa 
Particularly if he gets there de- 
spite a nightmare game tonight. 



Clubs welcome 
back prodigals 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADRELD 

The game has welcomed back 
its prodigals from rugby union 
with a prediction that they will 
not repeat this winter’s diversion 

Asplayerslike foe Paul broth- 
ers. Gary Connolly and Jason 
Robinson return to their league 
clubs this week, the game’s 
chief executive, Maurice Lind- 
say, said he was not surprised by 
their success in the other code. 

“They are world-class athletes 
with breathtaking ability. Wt are 
pleased to see them back and 
can assure them that they will 
be taking pan in one of the 
greatest seasons in rugby 
league’s proud history.” he said 

“Our top players sue likely to 
be involved from February un- 
til the middle of November. 
Surely after all that it will be 
time to lie on a beach and let 
mind and body recover." 

St Helens have denied re- 
ceiving an approach from Rich- 
mond or Bath for foeir captain, 
Bobbie Goulding. The player 
himself said yesterday: “I am 
trying to negotiate an improved 
comma at Saints, but foe club 
doesn't seem able to do any- 


thing. I tvant to sort something 
out before it gets to the point 
where I ask for a transfer.” 

The former Keighley coach 
PhD Larder has gone back to his 
old club to try to sign Nick 
Pinkney and Martin \Vbod for 
Sheffield Eagles. Salford hare got 
back their Western Samoan 
winger Rita Sini after fearing they 
had lost him to rugby union. Sini 
had signed for Llanelli hut is to 
return without playing a match. 
And the Oldham scrum-half 
Martin Crompton has ended 
speculation about his future by- 
signing an improved two-year 
contract with the club. 

Hull Kingston Rovers have 
averted foe immediate danger 
of closure by winning an ad- 
ministration order in court in 
Leeds. The club admitted to 
debts of £lm last week and were 
served with a winding-up order 
by foe Inland Revenue over an 
unpaid tax bill of £250,000. 

Edward Klempka. of financial 
consultants Coopers and Ly- 
brand, also confirmed the chib is 
solvent with assets of more than 
£2J>m. “The crisis is bom out of 
a cash flow problem and 1 will be 
looking to drip feed the £200,000 
Sky Television money to meet 
creditors' demands." he said. 


Martyn: Would have stayed had Palace been promoted last season Photograph: Empics 


Crewe’s Gradi grades former charges as toughest test yet 


The Crewe manager, Dario Gia- 
\ yesterday took time out from 
•• - . trying to plot Wimbledon’s FA 
Cup downfall to admit he is 
facing an impossible task. 
yC Gradi who enjoyed a foree- 


from 1978 just 12 months after 
they were elevated ro foe Foot- 
ball League, insists that meeting 
the south Londoners represents 
foe toughest test he has tackled 


during his 13 years in charge of 
foe Second Division dub. 

“Wimbledon are foe highest- 
placed League team we've ever 
faced. It's lure mission impossi- 
ble for us, but you can never rule 
us out of doing it and a trip to 
play Manchester United in foe 
fourth round is foe biggest and 
best incentive we could have." 

Gradi is set to make at least 
three changes, with Jamie 


Busy Bees disappointed 


.. - ) 


packed 


Ice Hockey 

BradateU Bees, second from 
bottom in foe Superieague with 
eight wins from 24 starts, came 
desperately close to a four- 
pointer weekend, losing by just 
One goal in both games, writes 
Steve Finder. 

Up first were Nottingham 
feathers, who took a two-goal 
lead in just four minutes through 

Ndl Morgan and RandaflWfoer, 

However, Dale Junkin and Qms 
Brant equalised and another 
goal apiece saw foe first period 
end 3-3. Panthers, scoring three 
without reply in the second, 
should have sealed matters but, 
in the third, Bees came out fired 
up, with Brant pulling one back 
in the first minute. 

And, with seven minutes re- 


maining Mike Ellis was left free 
to make it 6-5 and Panthers could 
defend a lead. Bees' minder 
Marie Bernard fbfled three at- 
tacks and, with a minute left, he 
was puQed for foe extra player, 
but Panthers hung on. 

Sheffield Sleelers, having had 
a hard match against Bas- 
ingstoke, winning 4-3 in over- 
time, must have hoped for 
easier pickings after the short 
journey to Bracknell. No such 
hick as Dean Richards opened 
foe scoring for Bees, leaving 
Steelers to play catch-up hock- 
ey until with foe score 3-3 and 
10 minutes to go, Nicky Chinn 
saved Steelers’ blushes with 
foe winner. But foe hero of foe 
match was Mark Bernard aga in , 
facing a shot a minute and just 
conceding the three. 


Moralee injured and Peter 
Billing and Billy Bair under un- 
der pressure for their places. 
Long-term casualties Ben 
Thatcher and Paul Heald are 
missing for Wimbledon and 
Brian McAllister is standing by 
for Dean Blackwell who has a 
thigh strain. 

Derby County, having al- 
ready been put out of foe Coca- 
Cola Cup by Luton Town, will 


American football 

NHL CB Wtt CKAMPKM5MPS: NPC! 
QeeaBayPKtef930&Mnaf4rnncnl3.AFC: 
Now England Patnots 20 J8dao»w«e Ja»ars 6. 

Basketball 

NBA: OrfevMo 88 Toronto 85: MSwauhee 111 
Gokfen State 83: CdflrWto P7 Sacrameno 93. 
BUOWDSER LEAGUE (Sun): 9heffieU Shorts 
imHBmei*V«ewlto^73:Pi8|htoWl£«jp- 
artfc 89 Mewcasde Eagre T6. 

Cricket 

SMEfflELD SHELD (Oral day of few* South 
tattola 527 for 6 dec (D Uffnem 2551 and 
51 tor l; Queensland 227 (W Seooontt 5B) and 
350 iG Foley 72. M Hoyden «J. South Aoc- 
i tnHswntynM wfehete. 

SIXNDMGS 

P W D L Me 

Queensland S 3 0 1 20 

Western Austrela 5 3 1 1 20 

Hew Sooth wales 6 2 2 2 13A 

YirTam 2 1 3 11.7 

tMta 5 12 2 8 

Sooth Amu bBo S 10 3 B 

Mitt: HewSouO HUtePonatatf OJ^ks tartar 
ofenotem tWrnwwh aeew Tasmania, vie- 
wtta penotsed Q.3pe for av same reason n Ite 
game New Soum Wtte. 

Football 

the South Amencan Wwld Cup quali- 
fying competition was thrown wide 
open on Sunday when and Bolivia 

both won their matches, while UrnSey ' 


be desperate to avoid another 
upset at Gillingham, who re- 
moved Coventiy City from that 
competition earlier this season. 

However, the Derby manag- 
er, Jim Smith, has to find a-re- 
placement for Igor Stimac after 
Dean Yates damaged a knee in 
Saturday’s 1-1 draw at Wim- 
bledon. With the Croat centre- 
back suspended and out for five 
weeks after a hernia opera- 


tion, Yates was having a scan on 
foe knee yesterday, fearing a 
lengthy spell out of foe game. 

Smith has recalled Matt Car- 
bon to play alongside Paul Mc- 
Grath and Gary Rowett at the 
bade in tonight’s third-round tie. 

Gillingham, though, are with- 
out foeir top three strikers, in- 
cluding foe £250.000 signing. 
Ade AJanbiyi, who joined them 
too late from Norwich last week 


to be eligible for this round. Iffy 
Onuora starts a four-match bah 
for his second sending-off this 
season, at Burnley last month, 
and Leo Fortune-West is still re- 
covering from a broken leg. 

Yet foe manager, Tony Pulis, 
who is likely to pair Dennis Bai- 
ley and Steve Butler in attack, 
insists: “We are looking for an- 
other big cup result to get us go . 
mg again in the league." I 


Woods’ latest 
win breaks 
more records 

Golf 


Tiger Woods’ victory in the 
Mercedes Championship was 
another record-breaking per- 
formance from foe most exhil- 
arating player foe game has seen 
for a long time. 

The $216,000 (£130:000) first 
prize at Carlsbad. California, 

? ave foe 21 -year-old Woods 
1006,594 in career winnings in 
only nine events since turning 
professional. The previous 
fastest was Ernie Els who need- 
ed 28 events to win his firet Sim. ! 
And only Gene Sarazen and 
Horton Smith won three events I 
at a younger age than Woods. , 
“It’s a perfect start," Woods, j 
said after shooting a near bole- 
in-one with a six-iron from 186 
yards to win a play-off with Tbxn 
Lehman on foe first extra hole. 

Sunday’s pity was washed out 
and foe tournament reduced to 
thit^rounds. Asked if be was sur- 
prised by winning a third time so 
quickly. Woods said: “No. only 
because it is what I set out to do 
-win every tournament-” 


Russians are 
tall order 
for Towers 

Basketball 

RICHARD TAYLOR 

London Towers must scale un- 
precedented heights in this sea- 
son's European Cup campaign 
when they face Autodor Saratov, 
of Russia, at Wemblty tonight, 
particularly in foe shape of foe 
visitors’ two 7ft tall centres. 

London qualified for the Iasi 
32 knock-out stage before 
Christmas, but the penalty for 
finishing only fourth in their 
group is to face the group win- 
ners. Saratov, who lost just 
once in their 10 qualifying 
games. 

Seven-footer Gintara Einilds 
won an Olympic bronze medal 
in Atlanta with his Lithuanian 
and Saratov team-mate. Darius 
Luminkas. 

To comply with European 
regulations, Cadle has to leave 
out Keith Robinson and Tbnv 
Windless from his Stateside 
quartet and 6ft llin Neville 
Austin and 6ft 9in Joe Hooks 
are his tallesi players to face 
Saratov. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


and Ar^ntirva drew Od. Only two points 
new separate third-placed Aigsntlna from 
eighth-placed Chile as the marathon 
competition, in which the nine teams 
play each other twice, neats the hatfaey 
mark. The top four teams in the group 
quaSiy ter The 1996 Worid Cup In France, 
with Brazil exempt from the qualifying 
tournament as holders. 

SOUTU AMERICAN WORLD CUP (Uroah Peru 
2 (MMSOI 14, Palacios 34t ento l (Zanorano 
88). Jl* PttJ: Bofewa 2 IMoreno 7, EnJiewfry 
12) Ecuador a (Montevideo): Un&oy 0 Ar- 
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Football 

. 7 J0 unless KbdsJ 

fit CHAUINQE Off 1 THBfD HOUND 

Bametey v OMhtaff^S)- — 

BmOM v **» CtoJMf) ■ — — 

CarMe v ~ 

CfcMtMfeU v BrtstoKajy “ 

Cram « WMkMv 

Luton v Bolton 

Notts County v Aston VBn “ — ' 

Watford * orforti UM (TAG] — 

THBtO ROUND BEPIAY 

HnM«*MtfvQPR (tMI 

NADONwmc football league 
TMRDW tStON 

Colchester * RAn* 

Scartxxougft * CandmdfS* Uta -- 

Smnsm * Barnet — — — — 

Chester v Rochdale-— 

Postponed; Mansfield v DoweSter' 

THE MWO VMOSOGBB SMBS* 
NORTHERN SECTION SECOND ROUt® 

ntiTmeiD i ey yWlg en " ' 

Blac kpo ol* Lincoln — “ 

SOUTHERN SECTION S6COMD BOUND 

PetaihonWA v MMeaR (7A5) 

Ffymatov Britton {7.45)." • 

Cangfy Boater . ‘ * 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


CM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 

TUftrt vSteJy*M*»{7.4S) ■ 

SPAUNNG CHALLENGE CUP 
QUAfnE*MU5 

Wading v Redinw# (7.45) - 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAfiOE 

PflEMER DWtStON 

fteUi v Caftfc — 11,11 ‘ 

npSTDMSKM 

Afcdria v Greenock Horton 

St Ifinaa v FeSoirk — 

SECOND diviswh 

HjotKdo V — 

THStDDMSiON 

Mas v inverae** Cal Wdh - — — 

cARLSlSnfi VASE F«*tJ» Tcttxt Read 
STcmvfa«A«*A»i. 

rajieUEINttteerOMiteKErtleU vCor- 

SSSsS 

Town V Moor Graen 


JEWSON EASTON LEAGUE Prowler DM- 
■feet: Fakettam Town v Marti Twn Utt. 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE Ftat DfvWon: 
Bemerton Heam Hwi » vwmoome Town; 
TT vnm vn lam v WWeflurcfi IW. 
VHN5T0MEAD KENT IEMUE Ant DMdRK 
Thaonesmaad Town v Foftssure tranrta. 
NORTHERN C0UNTT&S EAST LEAGUE Pre- 
nrier DMstorc Qssett Albion V Sheffield. 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Ftat M- 
vWofK Bascougi w Hotar OU Boys Eart- 
mJodHonfyvKdsffOMAitittSstonlQty 
vNewoartteTOM). 

LEAGUE OFlWlESc Bany Tram v Cwmttanr 
Conran's Quay v Conwy; Fin Town v fihyl; 
LtereantTfraa v Caeraws. 

CALM COUNTY ANTIWl SHtELD SesV-O- 
net Cruaadeis v CtfiawOe (iMndar Patio. 
PONTTNS LEAGUE GUP Bretpi TTkm: Man 
cay V SioetacTt (7.0). Oroep Fow: Grtnohy 
y CnteMtafa f7.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Ffext 
DMaJora Cheteea v Wftwal (7.0) Otogftrt- 
ans FO; Wattort vQPR IChertam FQ. 

FA TOUTH CUP ThW round: Bnrtol City v 
Bournemouth; Qfflv wMtedon; Grawseid 

& NenMeetv Tottenham Hotspur, 

BastetM 

SBOKMCVPRttRiwiiilitstlastan- 
rtOfi Towcrt v AimxBf Saratw (Rusl 1&0). 


mmm 


Golf 

BEKSEDESCWMPIlNSFflRSIPvMadiCafli) 
Laiengltoel mm wm (tmetfi mm3 can- 
rated - rate. US eniett BtetedH aoa T vfooib 
70 87 65; T lenman 66 67 66 (VfoOte won at 
maptoyroffhtfw. toe P CoyOae. 67 71 70; F 
Couples 69 63 70. 209 S Jones 70 71 68;. D 
Loro H 70 87 72. 230 J Cook 70 7 1 69; C Pan 
70 66 7Z J Riyh 67 68 75. 211 S MoCaron 
70 72 £R FFark 73 69 6S) PMiMiron 71 
68 72. Selected: *M.T 6 0s ISA} 72 7070 214 
N FeMO (GS) 72 71 7L 

Ice hockey 

NHU NY Ranosis 3 rta Jersey 0; Banontcn 3 
Hertort 1 Too; Vancouer 2 Anahwm: Rum 

2 Buffalo 3 to0. 

SUKHUA6UE (Bat): Ayr 4006 7; BsanjSDte 

3 Snetete 4 (W Hoonpian 6 Bound 6 (Srofo 

BracAneii3ShdMf4;Uaricneser4Baansaote 
t Newco te e 4 Ayr 5 fou. 
raEMERLEMtlEfSBU: SteM^i 15 MMway Ct 
SolinUl 7 GtAdoiO 8 lath Smian 20 Pew- 
baroupi 5; TtCord 12 Krogsayi 2 Ckiite- 

trt 7 TodoTO 2; Wnpon 2U Pbtertwm^i 3; 
Mnfcey 4 Swndon It Sofctud 4 siourti 0. 
jnaNBMMSHBIlEWUE (Sep: Caaweagi 
3 Dunte 6; Wa 14 Bteeteum 8; WMNy 8 IW* 
rayWd 6 Sunday BtecWwm 4 Paeiey 10: Dura 

ite 3 Writer i 1 -' 5 ^ & 

Rallying 

DAKAR-AGAPES-DAKAR RALLY Hfith tOSfi 
IA & dee te odao, 315hn); Cars 1 J Hlero- 
sewfot (Gen Burn 2» 29mn 5&ec 2 B Srty 
JR) Msittta +436; 3 J-P ftxtfete lFH Mn- 
suOBiy +6J&4 K sreuirtB TJapani URsrtashi 
48^5: 5 H Manta Uspen} Mtettn + 1U33: 
8 S Sen* tSpl Nissan +16:06; 7 J-P Smiff) 
(FO MtsutaM 416:43; 8 P Smaffinehui 
(Thai) MrsUtefo 417:07; 9 M Tra0o no Ms- 
sen +2038; 30 DGuedes (Pa) NSsan 21:52. 
Ororal rtandte«e 1 fonwav 300000: 2 Str 
nsauka +17ue 3 Sa Oy +8U6; 4 Masurte 
+2.-12.-04; 5 serm ■H3Z3& 8 Mams*™* 
44:31:28; 7 Tie0u +4.56:48; 8 Stru^i 
+538:12; 9 SJnMttnalui +5-49-17: 1 0 C 
Sous fR»i Mertufh + 7^059. Uottreyetea: 
1 T MaffBkfi (Frt KTM 03*41: 2 D C*»e iFn 


Yamaha +4:57: 3 S Batemans* (Fn Yarneha 
+M7; 4 0 Gaftanto t5p) Cagwa +6:43: 5 C 
SeteU iSai Ca&a + 7:11; 8 J ism s (US) KTM 
+ 7-JA 7AM AxveUa (Brt KTM +Er27: 8 J 
Areams 'So ) KTM +934: 9 D Von saeroa 
(Aoj KTM +11.-05: 10 J aucy IFr) KTM 4 IMS. 
OveroW standhns: 1 Peteroensel 4048.-04; 2 
Aicarora + 127^3 Geaado +2U290: 4 taro 
+2:29:59: 5 +CBSWra 2.-4fta3; 6 Wm Zfae- 
vne +3:28.00: 7 G MaJem lit) hawaseki 
+4^3:50. 

Rugby League 

S&K cur CHAtLENOE CUP ThtarauxT (taw: 
HudderofeH v East Uedsc Le^i v w®an si 
Pamc+s or Bbdflrodc Knstt vWbolstoro Warns 
tfCto/tonofSadoie’MxmoiEIerfaorou^iiSwn- 
tnn v Branwf: Ratfwsmnc y MoWpeen: Wa+e- 
(ttl v Cwenden or B3fin> iseno; Kelley v Redte 
orVtt^taKeteffOewax^vVWslMJtWoo,. 
riBor v Thatto HeaOx Certrai Lanceanre v 4WI 
Dockers: M4i v La* Lane; Barrow v Saw; 
nochctee v vaney or Mow: Garfsie v BfW; ywk 
vDiripyHigarDewstMVhtocrDQncasiervOui- 
lon a Vita BwttK v ProscoC IMWEtwn 

v S*rtau0i: HuS K R v Ybrt' Acorn or UstUM- 
r«5 to ee fteyed at 2ST26 Jenuay 1997. 

Rugby Union 

Milan, the Kalian Cbamptom, yesterday 
signed the former New Zealand No 8, 
Rchard Turner, from North Hartjour. 

EMERGING WALES (v Scotland A, Mfoy 17 
Jenuon): J TTrotnee rCaoriA. G C«m OJanctei. 
L Davies (CaOtfl. N Oevlee iLterefo cacti. 0 
Janes {BwigeMi, L Jazvw iCartlfft. A Moore 
(FQctvnwiOj. N tenon (RaMtpnddi. BWBteroe 
(Nemtil, * Jrtw (Uanem. V Cooper (UaneStl. 
P Arnold {Bwanwe). A GUe (UaneB.i. C Wy- 
ett ( Lionet I). N Tborose rSaffil. Repfaroe- 
ne«E J LawH (PcreypncM). B Heyward (E60« 
vbm. H IWrrte i (Hertequro). LJeeee [Carom, 
A tewte (Canflfl), R UcByte rusncfi]. 

WALES UNOEB-21 (v ScoMaod Urvler^i, Frt- 
8m 17 Janusay): STraneta (Unw ot WNBS In- 
setae. Centtlt. ft Sbamcr OMKI. J F«M nett 
PHM. T Data lUane®, 0 Wyatt IPofttypnOK). 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The age in months of the new 
player-manager of a village 
football club In eastern Ro- 
mania. Aurel Rusu, owner of 
the Sadcom team from 
Caragele, wants his son, Lu- 
cian, to become “a great play- 
er’, so he decided to “intro- 
duce him early into sports’. 



feanis 

RJBO AUSTRALIAN OPEN (Metoounw) Mea'e 
W<W,tetloied tewte lw capteafat: B staler 

i Ami bt A Hecftei (US v 6-4 63 6-2: a Medvedev 
flPof « TCnarrrpKXi (Frt 7 - 5 6-2 6-2: ffAeneoero 
IUSI tnO Burova rsp’- 2 2 tec h Broaedi iGeti 
M AO-Bwri (USl ^6 « M 7-5; D Scneppin- 
gen (Tie mi ot 3 es»* iSroj r-u ?-6 6-4 : e k»- 
MOiw (Gel m M Gomi ISoi 6-4 7-6 1-6 6-3: 
R rromoeri »*B Srov-6 7-5 6-3 6-LiFUrt- 
gfini iBrt at D PnnosV (Gao 5-7 1-6 8-2 7-5 & 
7: M STICH iGen W P Fiearmsson iSneiS-3 6-2 
6-2 bt M Darren (Cz Rep> 64 6-2 3-6 6-7 6-2: 
G Sch&br IAW w A fla-enel luSi 8^ 3-3 S-2; 
G town (Frt Ot D heaw iCarj 7-6 6-2 6-2: G 


Soflonl (SAj 611 Bm«0 tSoi 60 6-1 3-0 roc T 
ENQV7ST Oust H N PereuB (Van) 6-1 6-2 6-4; 
M GUSTAFSSW tSnet bt 0 Doyte «j s) 6-7 3 
3 7-5 6-1; C Mow (Sp) n B BECKER (G*«) 5-7 
7-6306-16-4: TMUSTER lAuO KGGrarlrtiSl 
&3S-4 6-2; TCaroonel (SaJ bt D Vaoa* ICMv! 

6- 2 7-6 7-5: J-P Reunan (Ft) KH Aiaa (Mod 7- 
56-0 6-3: EtonrtartbtJ Gunebioo IU5| 6-3 

7- 6 3-6 &-4: 7 Henman (GBJ St A Patel IFtomi 
7-5 6-4 6-2 P McEnroe IUS> tat A Otionfcv (ftw 
7-6 6-2 6-4: C WOOdruft (US) DtU Neman (Swe) 
6-4 6-1 6-f PH/aatyiSkwawsi 5 Side (Aid) 
16 7-S 7-5 6-7 6- U F MAN141A Srt » G tosed- 
Wg (Gffl 64 5-7 7-5 6-2: G Kuerten (Brt H M 
TwsBwniSneJ 76 7-ti.3664: JHnwucn*lKi*> 
W 5 Laroeu iCaro 6-2 6-7 7-6 6-3: R Funan (tu 
bt A Cnariamr ttoU 6-4 4-6 6-3 6-4; J Frana 
iArgf W P CK» tAut) 6-4 64 63. 

ip) W 
er) « 



WMHIiaro IRusI 6-2 6-2: M L Serna tspi bt M 
Saeto (Japan) 6-3 6-7 7-5: W Praosi (Gen M S 
Owe (USl 6-4 2 6 7-5; S APH1MNS < 6 * > Cl 
H SiMno iCz Rep) 6-2 6-2: A Gro&unan (US) bt 
A Maw OJS) 7-5 6-£ A etmXM (Aus-T WlMc- 
Nen (US) 6%3 6-2; L lee iuSi « B Akiei iSwe/ti 

2- 6 6-3 6-2: A Gera Its Real bt 5 Dopter lAuu 
7-6 6-2: N Medvedevs (Utai bt L Ciwi iO« 6-2 

3- 6 6-3: A Sumerra (Jananl bt C Cnsiaa rtto-ni 
7-6 6-4; G Fernandez flJS) te E Cabens iBrt) 6- 
4 6-3: A to lUSj bt G L Garoa tSp) 46 7-6 6- 
Z- F LSiW (Art? J* A Kremer Hue 7-5 4-66-2; 
P My-Boutoia iCani bt A Decftauroe-Bwteiel IFn 
60 2-6 6-4; H Na&roro iSknai) te E Gaginum 
(Mom 6-3 7-6; R rrow+a iBetei M N FW»r IBeO 
7-6 6-1: N ron Lntom IFn In S Hack (Geai 4^ 
6-3 B-Z V toanoPBsoai tsu u C Torero- VSiero 
iSp) 6-0 30 6-3: R Orogtera iRatni biJ WIES- 
Not (Am) 4-6 6-3 10-6: M KoctiD iGerl bt M 
weroet wnmever IUSI 4-6 7-6 60: K Bondi lUS) 
bi P Bctt row I Oort 6-1 6-1: i KandBir (Gen ci 
K Neaatsuto (Jassru 6-3 3-6 63; M Pierce (Fri 
bt E UKHCWStYA (fksi 3-6 62 6-4: J ToyW Wuj 
bt M A Sancnex Loreruo (Spi 7-5 4-6 7-5. 

MEW ZEALAND OPEN (AueMend) Rneb J Bion,- 
man [&ro) te K Cartsen (Deni 7-6 60. 


SKI HOTLJNE 


Latest snow and weather reports Romt comment 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 

North America. Mroora* 

Phnnp nr fay Gratr Rwfec ... Ftefi snow evetymeta 

^noneoriax. PttdetatteG-towwiuremudtiirpimed 

0891 333 110 ausirh 


100 % 9.1 

100% 9.1 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


EhrwaM - — Hard parted, icy patches 

nmtenteX Very nanJ pectedt fcy 

FUpttn Jtard partial gnppy top 

At-a-glance fax guide to snow canam 

conditions at 180+ resorts world- ^ white -Powder, nSm gSmS" 

Wide: taka Loutoo .....All types of poadar 

0897 500 601 FRANCE 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300301 


SKICODES 


For a fax list ot 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990 100 843 


Les Dsn Afce6..Prert« snow aeiywhae 

1 m Gets 4>y. parted enow 

las Mamfees ....Well piepawd #y snow 

ITALY 

Cortina Much improved 

Cournaycur .Geat at ail levels 

FoJgarta ..Great at afl levels 

SWITZERLAND 

StMerttz „.&ce7aTt oarty388Son 

VaiMer Manny parted powder 

UWTEPSWTES 

Copper Mount.... Groomed pwdtff 
Crested BMa....ftwidrt!tartied pourtsr 


80% 4.1 

100% 4.1 
100% 5.1 


99% U.1 
10056 11.1 


100% 9J 
95% 9.1 

95% 9.1 


100% 7.1 
10 0% 9.1 


taw Upp Forecast 


130 ISO dear slues 
130 ISO 5unn> 


10 60 Bngm.cdd 

5 70 Heavy rioud 
10 50 Colder, snow 


200 220 CtomVsunny 
110 165 CtowVsraw 


80 280 Gear, 
60 130 Sunny 

50 195 Sunny 


140 dear i 

260 dear i 

100 Clear 


100% 7.1 85 

100% 10.1 50 


&8% Hi 145 
100% 10.1 150 


145 CtowVsno* 

190 Oomifcnow 


CttiioOWitrorcftooB5tai*>DteBn6Fta.45tAt*Mtatar>itt«CWaBOB875tenfcrooa*(giAnrfCtfh»OB87aBWOBecoaElS)twn«HaWnB.OflM t33S«5 1 


SKI 
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Five Nations countdown 

Chris Hewett looks at the contenders 
and pretenders, page 20 


sport 


TUESDAY 34 JANAUHY 

Martyn’s return 

Leeds goalkeeper back at 
old club in FA Cup, page 21 



Hall makes Herculean attempt to lure Robson 



Football 


Newcastle United were Iasi 
night believed to be matins' a 
lay -ditch attempt to lure Bbb- 
bv Robson to St James* Park, 
with a high-level meeting 
scheduled for Barcelona's Nou 
Camp Stadium. 

The Newcastle chairman. Sir 
John Hall, a keen supporter of 
Robson, was said to be lea dins 
the negotiations for the former 
England manager s release with 


the Spanish club's president. 
Jose Luis Nunez. 

Robson and his Portuguese 
advisor Jose Vega, who acts as 
agent for the Middlesbrough 
midfielder Emerson, were also 
reported be attending the meet- 
ing which was to follow last 
night’s league match against 
Hercules. 

It is understood that New- 
castle are so eager to have 
Robson that they are prepared 
to buy out his contract, which 
has nearlv two vears to run. 


Hie Barcelona coach has re- 
sisted efforts to tempt him 
home, but what might tip the 
scales in Hail's favour is that 
Robson's relationship with 
Nunez has cooled considerably 
in the past week. 

The 63-year-old former Ip- 
swich manager is seen by New- 
castle as the figurehead of a 
managerial dynasty, with Peter 
Beardsley eventually taking 
over and in turn handing the 
reins on to Alan Shearer. 

Robson has indicated that be 


would like to take his assistant, 
Jose Mourinho. with him 
should he leave Spain. He fol- 
lowed Robson when he left 
Porto. 

Despite Kenny Dalglish’* be- 
ing a strong candidate. Robson 
has remained the No 1 target 
and Hall has continually inter- 
rupted his winter break at his 
Marbella retreat to try to secure 
his man, 

Newcastle sent a delegation 
to Spain as soon as Keegan's 
resignation became public 


knowledge. Tbev met Robson 


aL his villa in Sitges where he was 
offered offered a five-year deal 
on a similar salary to Barcelona, 
where he earns around 
£600.000 a year. 

Back on Tyneside, Pavel Sr- 
nieefe added to the post- Keegan 
turmoil by asking for a transfer. 
The Czech goalkeeper, who 
delivered his request in writing 
to the caretaker managers, Ter- 
ry McDermott and Arthur Cox, 
said he had no option but to ask 
to go for the sake of his family 


after being dropped for the agerialdecsfonswastodroptbe nothing against Shaka^TKs’is 

i- 28-year-old Sraicek - a about me/' he v 


ft 


fifth time in his Newcastle ca 
reer. 

"Everybody knows what I 
think of of the fans and this area, 
and the same goes for my fam- 
ily too. so this is a very sad day 
for me," Sraicek said. 

u But at this stage of my ca- 
reer I need to be playing first- 
team football and Fve come to 
the conclusion that it's rime for 
me to make a move and look for 
a new team." 

One of Keegan's last man- 


£350,000 signing by Jim Smith “I need to 
from Banik Ostrava in 1 991 - team football to fceep,e%nlaee 
once again, with Staaka Hislop in the.Czeeh team fbrtbe^p^g 
taking over for the last three Cup qualifiers. Hopefi^Tif 
games of his reign. able to find another feiunni-lije 

But Smicek, whose contract Premie " ‘ ~ " 



runs out at the end of next sea- 
son, made it clear that his de- 
cision to make a formal transfer 
request was not related to His- 
lop or to Keegan's resignation. 

“This has nothing to do with 
Shafca or anything else; Tve got 


to go anywhere in Europe 
; Alex Ferguson, -the Man- 
chester IhutMiriania^js hop- 
ing to sign . the - Israeli 
centre-back, Cadi Bromer ; for 
£1.3m from Maccabi Tfel Aviv 
later this week. 


,-i 




Becker 


makes 


heated 


exit 


Tennis 


DERRICK WHYTE 
reports from Melbourne 


Competitors in the Australian 
Open are used to feeling the 
heat and on yesterday's evi- 
dence they can expect a long, 
hot fortnight ahead. As the 
temperatures soared to well 
over 100F on court here, the vic- 
tims of the hot sun included Lhe 
defending champion, Boris 
Becker, and Greg Rusedski. 
Britain's No 2. 

The man who displaced 
Rusedski at the top of the 
British ranking*. Tim Henman, 
found his feet sticking to the 
court surface, but the new world 
No 14 is a cool customer these 
days and he enjoyed a com- 
fortable straight-sets victoiy. 

The day began with Henman 
confirming his rise up the 
world order (Roger Taylor, 
who reached No 11, is the 
only Briton who has achieved 
a higher tanking) following 
his 6-3, 6-1 victory on Saturday 
over Carlos Moya in the final 
of the Sydney International. 

Moya rarely looked capable 
of winning that match and the 
quality of Henman's perfor- 
mance was underlined yesterday 
when the Spaniard claimed 
Becker s scalp. A gruelling five- 
set battle on Centre Court that 
lasted more than three and a 
half hours ended with Moya 
winning 5-7, 7-6, 3-6, 6-1, 6-4. 

Becker appeared to have the 
match under control as he built 
up a two sets to one lead. 
Moya. 20, replied with a suc- 
cession of precise passing shots, 
rapid service returns and win- 
ning lobs which won him the 
next set and left Becker cursing 
with frustration. The German’s 
game was erratic throughout. 
He served almost as many dou- 
ble faults as aces and failed to 


show any of his normal mastery 
at the net. 

The first holder of the title to 
go out in the first round since 
Roscoe Tanner in 1977. Beck- 
er said: “Mv brain is scrambled 
eggs right now. I'm really strug- 
gling to speak normally be- 
cause Fm bunting, especially my 
feet and legs. There were times 
that 1 couldn't move at all be- 
cause I was afraid 1 would lose 
the skin on my feet." 

It is not the first time that 
Becker has been an early loser 
in Melbourne. After winning the 
tournament in 1991, he was 
knocked out in the third round 
the following year and in the 
first round of the 1993 and 1995 
tournaments. 

Beckers absence will im- 
prove the chances of both the 
favourite, R?tc Sampras, and the 
world No 2, Michael Chang, 
who beat the Belgian Kris 
Goossens 6-0. 6-3, 6-1 yesterday. 
The only person to feel the heat 
in this match was a ball-girl who 
fainted, Chang coming to the 
rescue with a cold towel. 

If they win their next match- 
es Chang and Henman will 
meet in die third round. The 
Briton had few problems as he 
recorded his 10th win in 11 
matches by beating the Ro- 
manian qualifier Andrei Pavel 
7-5, 64. 6-2. Henman now plays 
Guillaume Raoux tomorrow. 
The Frenchman won their only 
previous meeting, but is now 
ranked 82 in the world. 

Rusedski suffered dehydration 
and lost 4-6, 7-5, 5-7. 6-2 to the 
14th seed, Felix Mantilla. At one 
stage Rusedski incurred a time 
violation when, looking as if he 
was going to pass out he asked 
for some water. Rusedski said “1 
was dehydrated by the middle of 
the second set and by the end of 
it I was completely exhausted” 
Results, Sporting Digest, 
page 21 



Boris Becker slips to a free-set defeat against Carlos Moya in the Australian Open yesterday Photograph: Steve HollancVAP 
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Monday's Solution 
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ACROSS 

I You'd get exactly nothing, 
repeatedly. Irani these no- 
hopers (4|5) 

6 In India grand place hous- 
ing mausoleum (4) 

10 Company's endlessly pleas- 
ant. suggesting ice-cream ? 

(5) 

I I Potential when not 
dressed? t54> 

12 Graduates controlled team 
line to greatest extent (7) 

13 Giant beat one in natural 
response (7) 

14 Used foot soundly to get 
golf ball home ofcourse? 
(4-2-34) 

17 Parliament's punishmenL 
for factory practices (S.5) 

21 Cut short old group's liber- 
al Mexican creature {71 


22 Appear mure important 
and pu 


put sage uut (/» 

24 Went ahead favouring 
graded nlavere reportedly 

m . 

25 Initial!}' ignored sutfurc of 
oarsmen^?) 

26 Architect calls for new 
wood|4) 

27 Year in development of 

rich lass, potential Camber- 
well beauty (9) 

DOWN 

1 In the last month ones 
spouse has to secure great 
reduction (S) 

2 Extra accommodation 
wrested from some woman 
next-door (5) 

3 Legal document about per- 
centage scrapped 1 14) 

4 Almost about to allow a 
small ring (7) 


Sink ship which carries coal 

(7) 

Food found bv one in 


grassy highland peak? (5.4) 
In a car crash this mav bo 


applied to bruise (6) 

9 They plav verv verv sound- 
ly? (6-S)" ' ’ 

15 A bit of common sense- 
keeps a record non-di<*ital? 

W 

16 A cry for help to secure op- 
timum in laggins materia] 
(Si 

IS Model changes nice, essen- 
tially harmonious (7) 

19 One giving praise about 
new wash (7) 

2H One Member of Parlia- 
ment in study is wet (6) 

23 A name's given support- 
uplifting to backer of plav 
(51 



Graf gains little satisfaction 


The women's top Need at the 
Australian Open. Steffi Graf. 
Tailed to gel the firsl-round 
warm-up she was hoping for. her 
Slovak opponent Janette 
Husarova ecilapsing on court and 
forfeiting with a knee injury 22 
minntes into their match with the 
German leading 5-1 yesterday. 

The delay in treating Husaro- 
va prompted Graf to call for an 
increase in the number of phys- 
iotherapists on duty at major 
events. 

"It did take a while for some- 
one lo come out." Graf said. 
"Another physiotherapist would 
be helpful at the beginning of 
a big tournament like tin's." 

Graf took matters into her 


own hands by taking a handful 
of ice cubes to help treat 
Husarova's injury. 

■The physios arc extremely 
busy in there {the dressing 
roomsj and injuries are occur- 
ring a lot more,” said Graf, who 
is chasing her fifth Australian 
Open title after missing the last 
two years because of injury. 

Husarova. a 22-year-old from 
Bratislava, was trailing Graf 
5-1 when her knee budded un- 
der the strain of trying to 
change direction quickly at the 
nei. 

Two women's seeds were 
eliminated on the firsi day, in- 
cluding 1 ilh seed Judith Wies- 
ner. of Austria, who lost to 


Romania's Ruxandra Draaomir 
-M>. 6-3. 1 0-8. 

The unseeded 1995 champi- 
on, Mary Pierce of France, 22 
tomorrow and on the comeback 
trail after two years of injury 
problems, ousted the Russian 
13lh seed. Elena Likhovtseva 
3-6. 6-2. 64 although not before 
squandering four match points. 

"I'm just working hard every 
day, 1 feel I'm gening better and 
better and I don’t think I have 
anything to prove to myself or 
anybody." said Pierce after her 
2hr 5niin victoiy. The third 
seed Conchita Martinez, of 
Spain, opened her campaign 
with a 6-0. 6-2 win over Miriam 
Oremans. of the Netherlands. 


Epruc threat to England 


Rugby Union 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 


Representatives of the English 
Professional Rugby Union 
Clubs and Twickenham offi- 
cials were frantically arranging 
for an urgent meeting last night 
to try to safeguard England’s 
Five Nations campaign. 

A meeting of both teams of 
negotiators is to be set up with- 
in the next 4S hours at which the 
Rugby Football Union will be 
asked lo explain why a perfectly 
valid set of clauses in what has, 
come to be known as the 
Leicester Agreement under- 
went changes before going for 
signing by the 24 member clubs 
of Epruc. Failure lo satisfy' the 


clubs in the matter could result 
in players being wirhheld from 
the national squads. 

Ortc Epruc official. Charles 
Levisnn o|'\Vasp>>. described the 
non-release of players by the 
clubs as "a very real threat". Ac- 
cording to Northampton's mil- 
lionaire backer, Keith Barwell. 
lhe redrafted agreement makes 
no mention of a non -voting play- 
er's representative on the board 
of the proposed new governing 
Itody of the club game. Ncwco, 
and that a clause allowing mem- 
bers of die board lo stand for one 
year only was introduced. 

But according to one mem- 
ber of the RFU's team any dif- 
ferences between the Leicester 
Agreement and the version 
that has been sent out to clubs 


for signing by 20 January, have 
to be pul down to errors on the 
part of the legal team drawing 
up the agreement. 

The signs are that peace will 
break out again: bui there were 
worried frowns all round until lale 
yesterday, when placatory nois- 
es Issued from both sides. '"There 
is no question of not having a 
players' representative on the 
board of Ncwco." said an RFU 
source. And evidence that Epruc 
are equally eager to overcome this 
latest lirlie niggle came when the 
Leicester president. Peter Wheel- 
er. a director of Epruc. said; "I've 
spoken to most of the RFU ne- 
gotiating team and their lawyers 
and 1 am fairly happy that they 
wish that documentation to re- 
flect the agreement." 


c3l 
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Aberdeen aim 
to 




‘moronic’ 


% days 



Aberdeen fans who tainted a 
minute's silence for the former 
Rangers player George Young, 
who died last Friday aged 74, 
were yesterday exposed by fel- 
low supporters. 

It emerged that those who 
marred Lhe tribute to Young on 
Sunday were, according to wit- 
nesses among the 1.000-strong 
travelling support in the Glas- 
gow ground's Broomioan 
Stand, in fact ‘‘celebrating’’ the 
1971 Ibrox Disaster when 66 
fans died. 

Nefl McDougall, a former 
chairman of the Aberdeen Sup- 
porters’ Association, said: 
“When I heard a minority start 
to sing about the Ibrox Disaster. 
I put my fingers in my ears, shut 
my eyes and prayed for the 
minute to end. I have never been 
so ashamed in all my life. Those 
morons have left all Dons fans 
tarred with the same brush.” 

The current Supporters’ As- 
sociation chairman. Roddie 
Arnott, labelled the outburst 
"indicative of a general de- 
cline” in crowd behaviour. “I 
can only apologise to Rangers 
and the family of George Young 
for what was absolutely dis- 
graceful behaviour,” he added. 

Condemnation was wide- 
ranging after Rangers manager 
liter Smith had called it "the 
worst I can ever remember'’ and 
the Aberdeen chairman, Ian 
Donald, issued a plea to true fans 
to finger the guilty minority. 

Donald issued a statement 
yesterday which read: Tt goes 
without saying dial Aberdeen 
Football Club does not condone 
in any way the mindless behav- 
iour of a small minority of so- 
called fans yesterday. 

"On behalf of the dub. I 
would like to apologise unre- 
servedly to Rangers Football 


Club for what happened. These 
people have Jet the dob down 
badly. The vast majority of our 
support observed the minute’s 
silence with the proper respect 
and some people must be aware 
of those who did not _ 

"If anyone does haw infor- 
mation which may help finding 
these people, 1 would urge 
them to contact, the dub. Any 
information received will be 
treated in strictest confidence.” 

Last month. Aberdeen 
threatened to ban supporters 
who threw missiles at the 
Rangers team coach outside Pit- 
todrie a few. minutes after a 
match. The bus was undamaged 
and nobody hurt. So far the cul- 
prits have not beea traced. 

Arriott does not believe the 
Ibrox incident was connected to 
the bad feeling which, persists 
when the two dubs meet despite 
a string of recent incidents. "I 
don't think it was down to that 
on this occasion.” he said. T, 
simply think it was a lack of reQ 
spect which shows a general de- v 
cline in standards. 

‘Tt used to be years ago 
when a minute's silence was 
held it was exactly that All you 
could hear was traffic outside 
the ground or somebody cough- 
ing. f would hate to think this 
incident had anything to do with 
the Rangers and Aberdeen fix- 
ture. I wasn’t there myself but 
friends who were there gay it 
was only 10 or 20 fans who 
shamed themselves. 

“I can think of no explana- 
tion as to why someone 
shouldn't show some respect for 
someone who has died. Perhaps 
what we need to get over to 
these people is how would they 
feel if it was their relative's fu- 
neral and something like ibis 
happened.” 
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